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P REFACE. 
O many treatiſes of warious kinds have been pub. 


liſhed concerning the. Lord's Supper, that it may 
ſeem unneceſſary and ſuperfluous to add to them, But 


it is to be conſidered, that moſt of them Were ; Ari ten 


ro explain the nature and deſign of that ordinance, and 
xo ſuggeſt ſome general directiout, relating to an atten- 


dance upon it. There have been few. tracts publiſhed, 


- evith an immediate and direct vicau to furniſh devout - 


communicants with proper ſutjeats of meditation and 


reflection during, and after, this ſervice. Some de- 


wotional pieces relating to it laue bern publiſhed, 
avkich have been excellent in their kind; eſpecially Mr. 
Grove's. But as they are not founded on particular 
texts of ſcripture, which might bring to mind the prin- 


eipal thoughts ſuggeſted in them, it is to be feared, 


that few chriflians can ſo far retain them in memory, 
as to make a proper uſe of them, eſpecially at the 
Lord's Table. Some ſacramental meditations on parti- 
cular texts were publiſhed by Mr. Flavell. Theſe are 


devout and inſtructive, and have been very ſerviceable 


to nag. : but they are new feldom to be met with; 


3 5 EP” 


. 


end leing long, and branched out into too many par- 
ticulars, cannot eaſily be retained and recollected. 


The great number of ſacrament-books, as they are 


called, and the general regard, which they have met 


wwith, are an evidence how defirous devout chriſtians 
are to have every alſiſtance in therr attendance upon 


this ordinance and their improvement of it. I have 
often heard many ſerious communicants, eſpecially the 
young, lament the difficulty of fixing their thoughts upon” 
home topict, ſuitable to that ſervice, and adapted is 
 offift their devotion and promote their future edification. 1 
They are loft in that variety, which the inflitution itſelf 


ſuggeſts, or which are ſuggeſted to them by wyritens 


upon this fubjecF. Perhaps there is nothing ſo much 


ewanted in this wiew,' as a treatiſe, containing ſhont 


 refleions on ſelret texts of ſeripture, which may, in a 
great meaſure, fix the thoughts to one point, and furniſh 


at once materials for devout meditation, and ſome ex- 


 amples of it. This may be of ſingular uſe to young, 
and leſs knowing and experienced chriftians. It ſeemed 
very defirable to join hints of inftrufion and pious mo- 
litation together ; and to ſuggeſt to an attentive reader, 
how other texts and ſubjetts may be turned into devo- 
tional refletions, reſolutions and addreſſes to GOD. — 


' One of theſe diſcourſes or meditations may be read, be- 
fore an approach to the Lord's Supper, and afterwards 


" reviewed with thaſe reflection: and advices, which fol- 
low it. The leading thoughts may, I hope, be remem- 
bered without much difficulty ; as they naturally ariſe © 


F 4 C E. e v 
aut of "R text, which is prefixed to it. Thus, by 4 
regular attendance upon the Lord s Table, and the uſe 
of this and other helps, it may be. hoped, that chriftians 
will attain a clear, and comprehenſive view of thoſe . 
eweighty and intereſting ſentiments, „ which the inſtitution” 
vas deſigned to ſuggeſt to the mind and to impreſs upon 
it. This work may be further uſeful to affift them, 
how to recolle# and improve the religious inflrudtions, 
| ewhich they receive tvery Lord's Day from the pulpit, 
and the adareſſes of their own minifters at the Lord's 
| Table; if they will take pains to remember the princi- 
pal heads and thoughts, and refle® and meditate upon 
them, in the manner here pointed out. This would. be 
a moſt ſuitable. exerciſe in their retirements on a Lord's 
Day, and be attended with fingular pleaſure and laſft- 
ing advantage. . Thoſe who have not yet partaken of 
the Lord's Supper, eſpecially young perſons, may find 
this work ſerviceable to them; by increafing their ac- 
guaintance with the goſpel-diſpenſation, and the pricvi- 
leges and duties of chriſtians; by raifing and cheriſhing 
devout affetions in their hearts, and exciting them to a 
regular and holy converſation. It may eſpecially dif- + 
Poſe them to join in this ſervice, which ſeems ſo effen- 
tial fo the character of a diſciple of Feſus, and which - 
is admirably adapted to promote their eftabliſhment- in 
religion , and to afford them thoſe con/olations and hopes, 
ewhich he hath purchaſed for, and befloweth upon, his 
obedient,  confiftent diſciples. — I have a further hope, 
that this trad may afford ſome inſtruftion and conſola- 
| | tion 


| 


tion to thoſe, ; who may be 3 detained from the 
" houſe and table of the Lord, by the hand of provi- 


dence, and particularly by fickneſs or other perſonal af. 
flifions. It may cheer their ſolitary and painful hours, 


and in ſome meaſure ſupply the want of ordinances. It 


hath in this circumflance been often uſeful to myſelf, 
and I wiſh and pray, that it may be ſo, to my com- 


panions in weakneſs and tribulation, with whom "i 


tenderly ſympathiſe. a 5 


2 Judicious ehriflian . not expe to fd, in 
theſe meditations, the texts illuſtrated and the ſubjeds i 
handled, as if they weve ſermons, Fhey are intended 


only as ſhort and general hints to affift his devout recol- 
leckion. The plaineft texts have been principally choſen, 
and thoſe which furniſh ſuch divifions, as are moſt na: 


tural and eaſy to be remembered. The different Arai 


zo be found in them, may ſuit different taſtes, and all 


ze uſeful, thro a divine bleſſing, 1 pious and humble 
minds. — I hope the ſubjes hers treated, will appear 


agreeable 10 the nature and deſign of the Lord's Supper. 
Tho" the texts do not direfly relate to that inftitution, 
he thoughts which they ſuggeſt, ſeem ſuited to it, cal- 
eulated to make an attendance upon it uſeful, and pro- 


more the general edification of the chriftian in the divine 
uli. TI have laboured after plainneſs and perſpicuity 


in theſe meditations, that no pains 1 
anderftland them ; while all is employed, and all little 


enough, to have the heart duly imprefſed with the ſen- . 


timents contained in them. I have alſo ftudied brevity, 


VVV vis 
1 that "thoſe ſerious perſons, who have not their tins of 
command, may have materials for ow Wn (devout 4 
. reflection: | Oy | 
- bp The great thing, aokick J wiſh for all, 4 may i] 
e | Zeru/e theſe meditations, is, that they may enter into the 

„ || /pirit of them; and have their underſtandings improved, 

- and their hearts warmed and elevated and made better 
T | then. I wiſh to fix on their memories ſuch thoughts, 
as may excite and maintain in their hearts, affetions 
” | end refolutions, ſuited to the nature and defign of the 
Lord's Supper; and which may eſpecially help them to 
1 improve it to practical purpoſes. Theſe the ordinance 
— was intended and is adapted to fe. Theſe ought al- 
„ way, to be hept in view in every attendance upon it, 
be” and in all our religious exerciſes relating to it. May the 
w | Lord preſper this humble attempt 10 ſerve the intereſts 
1 F his church, and promote the edification- and comfort > 
le i of all, who may think proper to peruſe it! May ave 
ar all be extremely and conſtantly watchful, that wwe give 
1. no occaſion for that mournfal complaint f a Judiciqus, 
”, lively and ſerious writer; Prayers, faſting and /a- 
45 craments ars oftentimes made uſe of, not to improve us 
o- in virtue, but to ſupply s want of it; and 10 quiet 
m | the conſeience under the moſt criminal e oF 
oj pw N * 

4 8 


| * Dorn Bolton, 


. Kidderminſter, 5 , | J. Go. 
wh July 9, 199). > | | >» 


2 ** — — - 
LO — — — ts + — ——ů 


Bo O KS publiſhed by the ſame AuTraor. 


\ISCOURSES on Practical Sabjefts, in two 


| Volumes. Price Gas... 
2. Memoirs of the Life, Character and Writings 


of the late Rev. Dr. Doddridge. Royal Paper, * | 


Demy 8vo. 5s. 12mo. 25. 64. 
3. The Chriſtian's Triumph over Death. A Fu- 


15 neral Sermon for the Rev. Pr. Doddridge. 6d. 


4. Diſcourſes on ſecret and Family worſhip, and 


the religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day. The 


2d Edition. 12mo. 3s. 


85 Diſcourſes to the Aged; on ſeveral important 


Subjects. The Second Edition. 35. 6d. | 
6. Three Diſcourſes on Eternity, and the 1 


: tance and Advantages of looking-at eternal. 2 kings, 


The Fourth Edition. 64. 
N. B. Fee are alſo publiſhed in Welſh. 6d. and 


are in the Lift of Books given away by the Society for 


promoting Religious Knowledge among the poor. 


7. Chriſtian Zeal: Or, Three Diſcourſes on the 
Importance of ſecking the hey, of of CarrsT more 


than our own. gc. _ 
8. Chriſtian Worſhip: Or, "Three Diſcourſes on 


profitably hearing the Worp, Joining in publick 
PRAYER, and in Singing the PRAISES of Gop. gd. 


9. Noah's Faith and Obedience to Divine Warn- 


ings, and his Preſervation. A Faſt Sermon. 64. 


10. A Summary of Doctrinal and Practical Reli- 
gion: With an Introduction, ſhowing the importance 
and advantage of a religious Education. 6th Ed. 17. 

11. Hymns. By P. Doddridge, D. D. 4th Ed. 15. 64. 


12. The Life and Death of Rev. Mr. Philip 


Henry. 4th Edition. 
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SACRAMENTAL 
MEDITATIONS, 


MEDITATION. 1. 


N 


Ro xii. 1. 


Wh 


T befeech you rherefore, Brethren, by he Arie; of 
GOD, that ye preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, 
Holy, acceptable unt * OD, 2 i. ge e | 
able ſervice. e | SET - 


FITH ul lively, Bout; iaſtruckive +5 
words doth St. Paul begin the ſecond part 
of hls lee u the” Mbaogity, * In the former part, he 
had largely explained the nature and deſign of Chrif. 14 
tianity; eſpecially the goodneſs of Gov, in calling A 
the Gentiles into the fellowſhip of his church, and 
. making them fellow-heirs with the believing Jews of 
eli- all the privileges and hopes of the goſpel. He be- 
nes eins this ſecond part with an earneſt exhortation to 4 
15. them, in conſequence of theſe their privileges, to | 
64. yield themſelves to GOD. — And here, let us attend - 
ilip to the duty he urgeth, — and the motives by which 
it is enforced. |» bias 
. © 1. The 
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1. The duty which he very affectionately beſeeches 


them to practiſe, was /elf-dedication ; to wr up their | 


own ſelves to the Lord. 


That you preſent your bodies to God.” The 


body is, by a uſual figure, put for the whole perſon. 
The ſoul in this ſtate cannot be preſented, otherwiſe 


than as dwelling in a body. Nor can it be truly 
conſecrated to Gop without employing the body for 


| kim. Nor, on the other hand, can the body be 


preſented, as a living facrifice, otherwiſe than as it is 
animated and actuated by the ſoul. Another reaſon 


for the uſe of this expreſſion may be, he had in the 


former part of the epiſtle deſcrihed the body as the 
ſource of ſin and ſeat of luſt; and the perſons to 


whom he wrote, had, like other heathen, been full 
of vile affections, and guilty of ſenſual and ſinful 


practices. He requires them therefore, to offer up 


| themſelves to Gop, to devote their whole ſelves to 


his ſervice. This he ſtyles a living facrifice. The 
Jewiſh ſacrifices were firſt lain and then preſented to 


| Gov; and the right to the whole burnt-offering was 


transferred to him. Our bodies are not to be ſlain, as 


| a facrifice to Gov. Nothing would be more. abo- 
minable in his ſight. They are to be preſented as 


a living ſacrifice. This intimates that we are not 


to be content with bodily exerciſe, and the external 


forms of reverence, and devotion but that our ſouls 


are to be conſecrated to Gop and employed for him. 


All the actions of the outward man are to be di- 
rected to his honour by the in-dwelling ſpirit, — They 
are alſo to be holy ſacrifices; pure and ſpotleſs, as 

the beaſts offered in ſacrifice under the law were re- 


quired 
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| quired to 1 The body may be called holy, aan 

it is conſecrated to Gov and faithfully uſed in his 
ſervice, If fleſhly luſts be mortified ; if we poſſeſs our 
veſſels or bodies in ſanctification and honour, uſe them 


to worthy purpoſes, and they are the ready inftruments 


of the ſoul in that' which is good; then they are a 
holy ſacrifice, offered according to the will of Gon, 
and employed for him according to the maxims of 
his goſpel. — Thus are we to preſent, or conſecrate, 


all our powers of body and mind to Gop. This 


ſuppoſeth a conviction, that he hath' an undoubted, 
unalienable right to us and our beſt ſervices; to all 
thoſe faculties and abilities, which he hath given us, 


which he kindly continues to us, and by which we 


are capable of  glorifying him. We are to guard 
againſt every thing that would diſhonour our bodies 
and unfit them for the work of God ; and be care- 
ful never to pervert and abuſe what hath been con- 
ſecrated to him, Let us conſider, 


2. The motives by which the * urgeth this 
 felf-dedication. 


This, faith he, is your — 1 ; t 


preferable to all the ritual ſervices and offerings of | | 


the law; to all the carnal ordinances of the Jewiſh 


diſpenſation. It is devoting to Gop an intelligent 


creature, and not a beaſt. The rational powers are 
concerned and employed in ſuch a tranſaction as this. 
It is alſo what highly becometh every reaſonable crea- 
ture. It is fit in itſelf; what no one, who uſeth his 
reaſon and underſtanding, can deny the equity and 
importance of. Can any thing be .more reaſonable 
and becoming, than that thoſe faculties and powers 
. which 


5 SACRAMENTAL MED. 2. 


which we received from God , and which are · conti- 
nually ſupported by him, ſhould be devoted to him 
and employed for him? Our bodies and ſpirits are 
his by many claims, and therefore he ought to be 
glorified with them. And nothing can be more ir- . 
rational, unbe ecoming and impious than to alienate 
them from him. = 
will be acceptable to GOD, The great end which 
all chriſtians: ought to have in view, ſhould be this, 
to be accepted of Gos, and to ſecure his favour. 
Nothing is ſo agreeable to him, as to receive the de- 
vout homage and chearful obedience of his intelli- 
gent creatures.. For the righteous Lord doth and 
muſt love righteouſncfs. The Jewiſh ſacrifices were 
acceptable, to him, becauſe he appointed them to be 
offered, and preſenting them was calculated to anſwer 
many valuable purpoſes. 'Fho* there was no intrin- 
fick excellency in them, Gop was pleaſed with the 
ſincerity and devotion, the repentance and faith, with - 
which they were preſented. But nothing is ſo accept- 
able unto him, as when the whole man, which is 
the work of his hand and which he formed for him- 
ſelf, is devoted to him, and employed for him; em- 
15 ployed to thoſe ends for which it was formed, and 
is preſerved. Thus Chriſt's obedience to death is 
called a ſacrifice, and offering to Gop of a ſweet 


ſmelling ſavour ;? pleaſing and acceptable in his ſight. 


Once more, — 'The apoſtle urgeth the many mercies 
which we have received from Gop, as a motive to 
this ſelf-dedication. 1 beſeech you, by the mercies 
of GOD.” And who can number them? Many 
mercies he hath beſtowed upon us relating to our 
bo odies. He hath . them . of many plea- 


| furably 


Further, he urgeth that this 


2 
1 


oF Yea es. Mt... 8, 26h. oat 
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ſurable ſenſations ; provided for their neceflities, an 
given us a variety of objects for. their entertainment 
and delight. He watcheth over them continually by 
day and night; generally ſecureth their health and: 
eaſe, and preſerves them from a thoufand dangers. 
Yea he hath redeemed them with the blood of his 


Son, made them the habitation of his Spirit, and 


intends to confer diſtinguiſhed: honour and luſtre upon 


chem at the reſurrectiom The bleſlings of ſocial life, 


which the body is the inſtrument of reliſhing, lay 
us under additional obligations to preſent them to 


| Gov, But-his- mercies- to our ſouls make the argu- 


ment ſtill more forcibte;: He hath given us rational: 


faculties, immortal powers. He hath made us capa- 
ble of enquiring after him; of knowing and ſerving 


him; capable of taſting that unntterable delight 
which ariſeth from the knowledge, the love and the 
enjoyment of Go, and the practice of our duty. 


He hath delivered us from the bondage of the cere- 


monial law, and all the coftly ſacriſices which that 


required. He hach brought us, who once were afar 


olf, nigh to him; into the fellowſhip of his church. 


He hath favoured us with his word and ordinances, 
and granted us the influences of his Spirit. By theſe 


I truſt he hath renewed and fanQiified us, and is 
continually ſtrengthening our graces and comforting 
us under the burdens. and ſorrows of liſe. Whatever 


particular ſupports, deliverances and ſpiritual aſſiſt- 
ances we have received, they ought in this connection 


to be devoutly recollected and acknowledged. All 
theſe mercies flow down upon us thro? the gracious 


interceſſion and mediation: of his Son Jeſus. What a ; 


„ How: unſearchabls 


| „ 5 | SACRAMENTAL MED. 1 
| the riches of Chriſt ! 1 l who can utter or conceive, 
3 what dignity and felicity Gop hath prepared for his 
\ people beyond the grave! Be engaged then, © 
1 my ſoul, by all theſe mercies, to comply with the 
apoſtle's affectionate intreaty and yield thyſelf to 
Gop. I come to this ordinance to view, to cele- 
brate; and adore, that mercy of mercies, Jeſus 
Chriſt; to reflect upon the wonders of redeeming 
love; to ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, by which 
my body and ſoul are redeemed ; to remember the 
covenant he ſealed: with his bleed; to profeſs my- 
ſelf his diſciple and under the greateſt obligations | 
to live to him. And while I contemplate the death 
of Chrift, the greateſt mercy ever ſhewn to guilty 
men, and adore- the Father for his unſpeakable 
gift, I would preſent my ſoul and body to him 
N ebe heartily, ee and Tor” ever.“ 


FO Des or ke Ip. ( YT. TS On 


" | Ar rz PARTAKING: 


We ue been preſenting our bodies and fouls as 
488 living facrifices, holy and acceptable unto Gop. Let 
41 us often remind ourſelves of this tranſaction. Let us 
| 1 never forget it: never retract what we have done 
N with ſo much ſolemnity and pleaſure, Inſtead of be- 
4} ing willing to be releaſed from our engagements to 
| the Lord, let us remember them with thankfulneſs 
| and act conſiſtently with them. In order to that, 
i" let me exhort you, as the apoſtle doth the Romans 
iin the verſe following his intreaty, which we have 
4TH been conſidering) that ye be not conformed to this 
Wl world.” Have nothing to do with thoſe fins, which 
| you have renounced and expreſſed your abhorrence 
of. Be not RENEE to any of the evil cuſtoms and 
EC . | pratices 
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practices of a wicked world, from which you profeſs 

to be ſeparated. Let not their bad examples move 
you from your ſteadfaſtneſs, or abate that zeal and 
| fervency in Gop's ſervice, which he requires of you; 


which is ſo reaſonable in. itſelf. and will be attended 


with ſuch happy effefts. Let the world a& as it 


will; do you endeavour to be. ſingularly pious, pure, 


ſober and benevolent, whatever cenſures or ſneers you 
may meet with from it. Remember that they who 

negle&t Gop, who are ungrateful for his mercies,. . 
who diſhonour their bodies, and. debaſe and injure 


their ſouls, are the moſt irrational creatures, that 


can be, They forfeit the choiceſt good, loſe the no- 


bleſt pleaſure, and ſink both body and ſoul into hell. 


To confirm your reſolutions for Gon, often take a 
cloſe and ſerious ſurvey of his. mercies, and all that 


goodneſs which | hath | followed you all your days. 


: Eſpecially think daily on- that aſtoniſhing, mercy, 
which you have received in and by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Thus you will be aſhamed to act an ungrateful, 


diſingenuous part, and diſpleaſe that God, to whom 
you are infinitely obliged. Let- your. fervent. prayers 


be daily directed to the father of mercies, that he 


would ſanctify you wholly, and that your whole 
ſpirit, ſoul, and body may be. preſerved blameleſs to 


the coming of Chriſt." And may this and every other 


religious. ſervice prepare us to- meet that awful ee 
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| ſhows) to the danger he was in from Saul and his 
. adherents, And it expreſſeth his defire, that he 
might have ſome comfortable aſſurance in his own _ 


1 in . Now * hath Promiſed that he 


eee eee 


MEDITATION u. 


#- 1 
„ 


Rs xxx. - 3. 


: — en wy fork 1 an th lems. 


TT is the great and goveming debe of every 
fincere chriſtian to be intereſted in, and enthted 
to, the ſalvation of Gop; of that final deliverance 

from fin and death, and that advancement to eternal 


glory, which moſt properly deferveth the name of 
ſalvation. His next deſire is, to have ſome comſort- 


able evidence that he is entitled to it. In that view 


he may pertinently uſe this petition of David; eſpe- 


cially when he commemorates the death of hie Sas _ 
viour, on which his hopes are principally founded, 
No doubt the Pſalmiſt here refers (as the whole pſalne 


mind, that Gop would deliver him out of all his 
dangers, and that he ſhould not fall by his enemies, 
tho? he was in continual danger from them and fear 


of them. —— We, my Brethren, have a greater in- 


tereſt depending than this of David; even the ſal- 
vation of our ſouls: Their deliverance from fin and 
its dreadful effets, and from the powers of darkneſs; 
and their being raiſed to perfe& and everlaſting . 


will 
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will be the ſalvation of all fincere chriſtians. Vet 
when they perceive their own weakneſs, the tempta- 
tions of ſatan, and the treacherous party within them; 

they are often exerciſed with painful doubts and- 

fears, left. they ſhould come ſhert of eternal falva- 
tion. Their doubts ariſe, not from à diſbelief of the 

6 divine promiſes, but a. ſuſpicion of their own inte- 
grity ; whether they have been brought into, and 
continue in, that ſtate, to which the promiſes of  _ 
ſalvation are made. Therefore they are defirons' to 
have ſome ſatisfactory evidence. And this they,/ex-. . 

pect and hape for, partly from cloſe and r 42 
ſelf· examination; and comparing their: temper and. 
conduct with the rules of the goſpel; but Sen a. *« 
from che gracious influence of the Spirit of 'Gop 
upon their hearts. For he ſometimes exciteth a chear- 
ful hope in the chriſtian, that he: is an” heir of ſal- 
vation. In this view he prays with che Pſalmiſt, 
Say, unto my doul, I am thy ſalvation.” | 

8 Undoubtedly Ge cas ſay this to dhe -foul, and 
-raiſe in it a lively hope of ſalvation,” He ſometimes 
indeed keeps his ſervants in ſuſpenſe, and ſuffers | 

_ doubts and fears to prevail; that they may be .hum- 

ple and watchful, and have a due ſenſe of the purity 
and holineſs of Gov ; that they may continue regu- 
lar and diligent in the uſe of the means of grace and 
maintain a conſtant ſolicitude to perſevere. When 

they are brought to- this deſirable ſtate and conduct, 
Gop often gives them ſuch evidences of their inte- 
grity and their compliance with the terms of the 

goſpel, as promote in them a comfortable perſuaſion, 
that they are heirs of the heavenly inheritance. He 
vivenls himſelf + to them by his Spirit, as their Gon * 
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and Father in Jeſus Chriſt. His Spirit, (as the apof. 5 


tle expreſſeth it) witneſſeth with their ſpirits that 


they are the children of Gop, and heirs of ſalva- 


tion: and by this teſtimony of the Spirit, they are 


ſealed to the day of redemption.“ The chriſtian's 


hopes of ſalvation generally brighten according to 
his improvement in holineſs, and * his path is as the 


ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more unto the 


perfect day.” Sometimes when he 1s under heavy 
alflictions, and therefore needeth ſome extraordinary 


aſſiltance, light breaks in upon him on a ſudden, and 


he hath a firm aſſurance that he is a child of Goo 


and entitled to eternal glory. 


Sometimes Gop maketh uſe of his b and f 


often of his prdinances, to promote this ſenſe of the 


divine favour. He enables chriſtians to bear their 


afflictions patiently and chearfully, and to give up 
temporal bleſſings for faith and a good conſcience, 


Thus he tets them know that they are upright. be- 
fore him, and that their religious principles, diſpo- 


ſitions and habits are firm and ſtrong. — The pro- 


miſes of his word, eſpecially when opened and ap- 


. plied by his miniſters, often diſlipate the gloom 


which hangs over the mind, and give them good 
hope thro? grace. — But the ordinance of the Lord's 


Supper hath been peculiarly and greatly ſerviceable 


to give many devout partakers of it ſtrong conſo- 
lation. Here Gop hath made himſelf known to 


them. He hath given them the teſtimony of his 
Spirit to the ſincerity of their repentance, faith and 


obedience, and hath in effect ſaid unto them, be 


of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee. I am thy 
ſalvation.” In nee of chis they have left 


their | 


: A - at 


- their burdens and fears behind, and gone on their * 


way rejoicing. 
Now nothing: can be more de firabl than this com- 


fortable evidence, that Gop is our ſalvation, and 


that things preſent and things to come are. ours. 


For it is the higheſt relief to the humble. chriſtian, 
and takes off the heavieſt burden which he can feel. 


It affords him a delight, which keeps pure and ſtrong 


under great afflictions and in the near approach of 
death. It alſo tends to purify and refine the ſoul, 


keepeth alive its holy deſires and affections, and ſup- 
ports its firmeſt reſolutions and endeavours to hold 
out to the end. Is Gop my falvation (doth the 
« chriſtian ſay).? Do I know upon ſatisfactory evi- 


_ © dence, that he is and will be fo ?: therefore will I 


love and ſerve him with all the powers of my ſoul. 


| © Therefore. will I patiently and-chearfully bear any 


afflictions at his hand. I will give up every thing 


|. © at his command. I will endeavour every day to 


grow more fit for that ſalvation, which his grace 
* intendeth for me.“ Thus will the chearful expec- 
tation of the ſincere chriſtian operate; according to 
that remark of St. Jam, Every one that hath Gals 


hope in him, purifieth himſe}f as he is pure. 


Since then Gop can and often doth diſpel the fears 


of his ſervants, and raiſe their chearful hope; and 


ſince it is ſo delightful and advantageous to them, 


when he doth ſo, it ſhould be the great object of our 
| deſire, prayer, and endeayour, that Gop would fay 
to dur ſouls, that he is our ſalvation. 


| © have often ſome painful doubts and apprehen- 


28 ſions (will many true chriſtians ſay) upon this moſt 


* intereſting point. But I truſt that if he, who 
LE 36 ©, ſearcheth. 
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7 IM ſeartherh my heart, knoweth that it is s Sincere and 
entire in his ſervice, he will give me ſome ſatis- 
factory aſſurance of it, and enable me to taſte and 
feel the comforts of it, eſpecially at this ordinance. 
I have ſome ſpecial reaſon to hope for ſuch a diſ- 
play of his love here. For I view the repreſen- 
tation of that body of ' Chriſt, by the wounding 
and bruiſing of which our tranſgreſſions are taken 
away, I view that blood, by which ſalvation was 
enſured to humble penitent believers, and the ever- 
laſting covenant atteſted and ſealed, I contemplate 
thoſe ſufferings, by which the captain of falvation 
was conſecrated and made perfect, and ſo became 
the author of eternal redemption to all them who 
obey him. And may the Gop of hope now fill 
me with all joy and peace in believing, and cauſe 
me to abound in m_ by che e 
Spirit! rf” 
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Let thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt be now Kerioufly 8 
conſidered (Pf. Ixxv. 1.) I will hear what Go 


mme Lord will ſpeak; for he will ſpeak peace unto : 
his people and to his ſaints; bat let them not urn . 


again to folly.” This paſſage contains moſt important 


advices, and cantions, after the ſervice in which we 


have been engaged; eſpecially if we have any com- 
fortable hope that Gop will be our ſalvation. Sin- 
cere chriſttans may very properly be ſtiled Gos p. 
ple, his peculiar people; ; as purified by his word and 
ſpirit, and ſet apart for his ſervice. They are his 
"ſaints, his holy people; ſanctified by his grace and 
"Fevored to his glory. It — them to fear with 
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che utmoſt attention and reverence whatever ke ſpeaks! * 


and they ought alſo to hear. it with pleaſure and 
thankfulnefs; for he ſpeaketh prare to them. Hig 
miniſters are commiſſioned to ſpeak comfortably to 


them, to animate. and encourage them. He ſpeaks 


peace to them by the ſeals of his covenant, and every 


ſerious commemoration of them, eſpecially at this 
ordinance. He ſpeaks it to them more directly and 


forcibly by his /pirve, and in the language of avid, 


« caufeth them to hear joy and gladneſs.“ When 
Gop vouchſafes thus to ſpeak to them, he requires 


and moſt reaſonably expects, that they be grateful 
and obedient; that they be peculiarly watehful not 


to turn again to folly, All fin is folly. It is acting 
directly contrary to the dictates of reaſon, the maxims 


of true wiſdom and our own beſt intereſts. But back- 


ſliding from Gow, eſpecially after he hath ſpoken 
peace to us; breaking our covenant-engapemenits, is 
egregious folly, baſe ingratitude, - abominable 'trea- 


chery. This will deſtroy all-our comforts, darken our 
evidences and weaken our hopes. It will bring a 


great reproach upon our chriſtian profeflion, and be 


a peculiar. indignity to that Saviour, whoſe dying love 


wie have comtmemorited, and to whoſe ſervice we have 
devoted ourſelves. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye 
have been obedient? and have taſted the pleaſures of 


obedience, work out your own ſalvation with fear 


and trembling,” looking continually to Gop and de- 


ding upon him, eee eber th 


pen 
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2 Coxixrniaxs v. 14, 15. 


For the love of Chrift conflraineth us, Ae ae thus 

Judge, that i one died for all, then were all dead 
And that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould 

not henceforth live unto themſelves > but unto * which 
4 for them, and roſe no”. 


HE N we are apical to the Lord's table, 
it is very deſirable to have our thoughts direct- 
ed to a ſubjett, which may ſuggeſt ſuitable reflections 
during the ſolemnity, and may likewiſe influence 
and regulate our future conduct. No ſubject is bet- 
ter adapted to anſwer both theſe purpoſes, than the 
words which are now before us: where we have a 
mournful repreſentation of the ſtate of mankind— 
an account of what Chriſt did for them — and the 
end he had in view therein. 
| 1. Here is the repreſentation which the . 
maketh of the ſtate of mankind. We judge, or rea- 
ſon, thus, that if one died For all, then were all dead. 
This is indeed a melancholy view; but it is of great 
importance to make it familiar to our minds. Men 
were dead ; ſpiritually dead; under the condemn- 
ing ſentence of Gop's broken law. For the wages 
of ſin is death.“ Indignation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh are threatened to every ſoul of man, 
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who doeth evil. — They - were likewiſe dead to all 
moral and religious purpoſes ; under the power of 
their own corruptions, or, in the apoftle's language, 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins.* — And they were in 
danger of eternal death. They were ſlain by the great 
enemy of ſouls, and there was no hope of recovery, 
from themſelves, or any other creature. Had not 
this been the caſe, as the apoſtle argues, they would 
not have needed a ranſom; nor would Chriſt have 
died for them, This was the condition of all with- 
out exception, as the apoſtle again and again ſugpefts 
in the words before us. It becomes us to lament 
this melancholy ſtate, in which the world was, and 
to have our hearts deeply affected and humbled by 
the conſideration of it; and eſpecially to conſider 
our own concern in ii. Then was I alſo dead. 
* have an account, | 
| Of what Chriſt did for mankind. He died for 
4” ou will obſerve, that here, as in many other 
plfagta of ſcripture, the death of Chriſt is deſeribed 
as that event, on which the ſtreſs of our ſalvation 
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* i tficth. He gave himſelf as a facrifice or atonement 
is for our ſins. . His compaſſion and grace ſhine with 

| peculiar luſtre, when we conſider him as making his 

le ſoul an offering for fin, that the world thro' him 

. might be ſaved; chat we might be delivered from 

2 the penalty of God's hofy law, which we had bro- 
* ken; and that the ſentence of eternal death might 
x be reverſed. The apoſtle repeats it, that he died for - 
* all. Not that all ſhall in fact obtain ſalvation by 
1 nim; but ſalvation is to be preached and offered to 


all thro? him; by his authority and in his name: 
bn, - 7 
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death, and ſufficient efficacy in his interceſſion, to 
fave all of every nation, even the worſt of pon 
-who heartily receive him: and they who reject him 
and negle& this great ſalvation are ſelf-deſtroyed, 


Their ruin is to be . upon themſelves. Let 
us obſerve again, 


z. The end which Chriſt had in view, particularly 


im dying for us. It was in general, that we might 
be ſaved; and that, in order to this, ave might Jive, 
vot 10 ourſelwes but t him. It is eaſy to know what 
it is for men to live to themſelucs. We need only 

to look into the chriſtian world, and ſee how the 


generality live. To live to ourſelves is to make our 


own wills the rule of our actions, and a preſent 
- worldly intereft the end of them. We live to our- 
ſelves, when the rules and laws of Chriſt do not di- 


rect and influence our conduct; when we entirely or 


chiefly mind earthly things, follow the courſe of this 
world, and do mot live as he commandeth, and 


walk as he walked. We live o Chrif, when we 


labour to know. and do his will; make his ſervice 
and honour and the 3 of his cauſe, the 


great end of our lives: when we ſtrive and make it 
our ambition to be approved of him. Thus we are 


ſtrongly engaged to live, becauſe he died for us; 
gave us the cleareſt nobleſt proof of his 


ity and 
love. He roſe again to inſure our happineſs, and 
make way for our poſſeſſing eternal life. So that 


gratitude, duty, intereſt, all call upon us and oblige 
- us, to live to him, — But alas! my Brethren, how 
x bes chriſtians enter into the Juſtice of this reaſoning; . 
at leaſt how few appear to feel its weight! Where 
is that ſweet, but powerful conſtraint, which 'ſach 


love 


8 „ 


It tends. to inſpire ſentiments, of gratitude to our 
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jove is adapted to produce? How few are 1 on 
by it, thro” all difficulties and oppoſitions, to lead 
ſuch a life as the apoſtle did! How few, even of 


thoſe who partake of this ordinance,. and profeſs 


devotedneſs to Chriſt, appear fervently to love him! 

yea, how few are willing to deny their worldly in- 

tereſt, or even their humour, to.ſerve him! Where 
ſha!l we find a prudent, zealous, active chriſtian, who 
is conſttained by this love; ambitions to adorn the 
goſpel, and be doing ſomething daily for the honour 
and | intereſt of his Redeemer'! Muſt we not each 


enter into this painful reflection, how much we have 
lived to ourſelves, and how. little to Chriſt ? Surely 


if any thing can rouſe us out of our indolence;. 
awaken our zeal, and animate our reſolution, it muſt 
be repeated views of the love of Chriſt, If we ſe- 

riouſly reflect upbdn it, it will have a conffraining 
influence. It will gently but powerfully draw our 
ſouls to love, -obediente and zeal : And we / ſhall neec 
no other, as We can have no nobler and more forci- 
ble attractive. In this view, the ordinante before- - 
us will appear u moſt wiſe and gracious. inſtitutions. 


great deliverer; as it brings to our membrance 
our deplagable Nate as dead in ſin, and the wonder . 
ful of our recovery: and ns it reminds us. 
of the great obligations we ene een who. 
died for us and roſe again. | 

„Come then, O my Hul, ee iiducks 


ſay) and contemplate- this love. I was once dend; 


< dead in ſin, and condemned by the holy law of 
© Gop. I hope, thro'- grace, I am quickened; and 


. have- bn 9 natur 


im 


implanted in me, which leads and tends to Gop, 
© and holineſs and heaven. I come to commemorats 
my deliverer with all thankfulneſs, and to adors 
© the divine condeſcenſton and grace, that ſo illuſtri- 


= 


moſt painful and reproachful death, to redeem ſuch 


earneſt deſire to feel the conſtraining influence of 
that love, which I now contemplate, ' and which 
was ſtronger than death in its moſt terrible form. I 
truſt that it is this love, which diſpoſes and con- 
' ſtrains me to conſecrate; as I would now do, all 
my powers, abilities and' talents, my ſubſtance, 
time and ſtrength, and influence wig others, to 
9 TR, who died for me and roſe agus.” REP 


VVT 
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FW If T'live in the fleſh, ſaith the holy apoſtle, (Phit: | 
i: 20, 22.) this is the fruit of my labours to /erve 
Chrift. And it is my earneſt expeQation and hope, 
that he ſhall be magnified in my body, whether it 
be by life or death.“ We at once perceive that ſuch 
ſentiments, deſires and reſolutions are perfectly rea- 
ſonable; what we ought to cheriſh and manifeſt, in 
gratitude to him who died for us and roſe again. 
We cannot but believe, that to act agreeably to them 
would render our lives, as they did the apoſtle's, 
honourable, uſeful and happy. Our capacities, cir» 
dumſtances and relations in life are indeed different 
and various; yet we have all work to do for Chriſt 
in our ſeveral ſtations and callings, as well as in 
| _ e eee which are more immediately. religi · 


Let us . examine how far, and where · 
in · 


ous a perſonage as Jeſus Chriſt ſhould ſubmit to a 


unworthy and finful creatures. I come with an 


* 
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in, we have lived to ourſelves; that we may main- 
tain habitual humility, for our inordinate ſelf- love 
and negle& of our Redeemer. Let us carefully ex- 
amine, how we may live to him more than ever thro” 


the future part of our life. We all may and ought =; 


to live to him. To this we are bound by the ties 
of gratitude ; ; for he loved us and gave himſelf for 
us, and is ftill advancing our beſt intereſt. Our re- 


lation to him, expectations from him, and engage- 
ments to be his ſervants, all require this at our hand. 


And nothing will ſo effectually promote our nobleſt 


pleaſure, our real advantage and everlaſting felicity, 
as to be faithful and active in his ſervice, and per- 
ſevere to the end. Let us then be fervent in ſpirit, 


ſerving the Lord. Nor can I leave with you a more 
forcible motive to this, than what is ſuggeſted in 
thoſe words of the apoſtle, 6 F or me to i is _ 


and to * 1s an 
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Romans vi. 15. 


What then ? fhall aue An; becauſe abe are not a 
the law, bas uuder par” God forbid. | 


2. is ne eee eee Sth 


| the apoſtle giveth us of the goſpel, when he calls 
by a doctrine to godlineſs.” The great 
end and defign of all its difcoverios, precepts, inſti- 
tutions and motives, is to make us holy. : 'Tho' this 


us ſo plain and obvious, yet there have been ſome | 
in every age, who have perverted and (abuſed it. 


There were ſome ſuch even in the apoſtle's days; 
and therefore he frequently and ſolemnly warns the 
chriſtians, to whom he wrote, againſt ſuch pernicious 
practices, and the falſe reaſonings which lead to them. 


We are not under the law, ſaith he, but under 


grace: what then? ' ſhall we therefore continue in 


ſin? God forbid.“ Becauſe we are under a diſpen- 


ſation which exhibits pardon for the greateſt offences, 


and gives us ample encouragement to hope for mer- 


cy. ſhall we practiſe fin or make light of it? Far be 
it from me to encourage, and from you to allow your- 


ſelves in, ſuch a conduct! Shall T ſay, I may repent 


when I will, and Gop will forgive me? So merci- 
ful a Being will be cafily reconciled ? * Gov forbid. 


| Shall we who approach this table and Join: ourſelves. 
WW 


uy, 
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to the Lord i in covenant to "I * wants "x . 


to ſin, becauſe he is ſo favourable and indulgent to 
us? Gop forbid. We cannot be too careful to fill 
our minds with a deep and habitual abhorrence of 
ſuch a conduct. Let us therefore conſider it in theſe 


' three views, — as highly ungrateful to the bleſſed 


Gov, —as greatly diſnonourable to the goſpel, — 
and as moſt injurious to our own ſouls. - | 
1. Let us conſider it as, Mg ungrateful Yo the 
% GOD. The law of Meſes was given, becauſe 
it was ſuited to the circumſtances of the 1/raelites and 
the ſtate of the world at that time. It was deſigned 
to anſwer many valuable ends, and eſpecially to be 
a ſchoolmaſter to bring them to Chriſt, and prepare 
them for the reception of a more pure and ſpiritual 


diſpenſation. When theſe ends were anſwered, the 


goſpel was publiſhed. It had been introduced by a 
variety of prophecies. The expectation of it had fil- 
led the hearts of the pious Jews with great pleaſure. 
At length Gop fent forth his gon, to be the teacher 
and ſaviour of the world, and eſpecially to die for 
their redemption. By his death, the law) was diſan- 
nulled, and the intereſt of ſin weakened. Gov's act 
of grace, his readineſs to forgive penitents, was ſealed 
by it. The operations of the Holy Spirit confirmed 
the evidence of the goſpel. The apoſtles zealouſly 
preached it: they produced miraculous credentials 
that it was the, truth of Gop, and confirmed their 


teſtimony by their death. This goſpel was ſent to 


the Gentiles. -It” hath been ſupported in every age, 

and ſafely handed down to us.—Now all this was zhe 

grace of G O D. We had no right, no claim, to 

luch a favour. It. was owing to ab exceeding riches 
. — : 
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of divine grace. Is it not natural to argue from 


hence, that it muſt be the higheſt and baſeſt ingra. 
titude to pervert and abuſe ſuch a favour? To fin 


againſt Gop, when he hath thus commended his 
love, and diſplayed his tender mercies towards us ? 


Nothing can be more unreaſonable and more odious 


than this, Let us further conſider, 

2. That it is greatly diſhonourable to the goſpel. Ie 
lays a foundation for one of the ſtrongeſt objections 
againſt chriſtianity, which they, who judge of it by 
the lives of chriſtians and not by the New Teſtament, 
have urged ; namely, that it ſubverts morality and 
leſſens our obligations to holineſs. It is the higheſt 
affront to Jeſus Chriſt, who loved righteouſneſs, and 
preached, lived and died to promote it. It is acting, 
as if we thought him the miniſter of ſin; and that 
he came to releaſe us from the bonds of religion, 
inſtead of coming to ſtrengthen them. It is injurious 
to the character and the comfort of chriſtian mine, 
who preach the goſpel of the grace of Gop.* And 
the more warmly they eſpouſe and proclaim it, the 
more they will be grieved to ſee men abuſing it. 
This conduct is diſhonourable to the particular pro- 
feſſion we make of the goſpel, and the manner in 
which we celebrate its inſtitutions. It is contradic- 
tory to the principles we avow, and that, regard 40 
Chriſt, as our only Lord and Maſter, on which we 
profeſs to act. It is diſhonourable to all goſpel-or- 
dinances, eſpecially to the Lord's Supper. There the 
grace of Gop is diſplayed the moſt lively man- 
ner, and the covenant of mercy, atteſted and ſealed 
with the blood of Chriſt, is ſet before us. We ſee 
the Jaw diſannulled d its curſo removed. We ſee 


fin 
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method of reconciliation; and our faith in the pro- 


miſes of pardon, divine aſſiſtance and eternal life, is 
confirmed. How careful then ſhould we be, not to 


turn the grace of Gop into wantonneſs, and cauſe 
the name and the doctrine of Gop our Saviour to 
be blaſphemed! Conſider again, 


3. That this conduct will be — injurious to our 


own ſouls. It will ſhow, that we -have no ingenuity 
and gratitude :. 


the divine life in us, harden the heart, and ſear the 
conſcience, till we become paſt feeling. It will na- 
turally lead us to believe, that there is nothing in 


moral virtue, nothing in likeneſs to Gov, and con- 


formity to his holy will; and ſo ſubvert every good 


principle, diſpoſition and inclination in -our hearts, 


This abuſe of goſpel-grace will juſtly . provoke Gop 


to give ug up to ſtrong deluſions, and expoſe us to 


the ſoreſt condemnation. What can deſerve heavier 
puniſhment, than * trampling under foot the Son of 
Gon, and counting the blood of the covenant an 
unholy. thing, and doing deſpite to the ſpirit of 


grace? Let us ſeriouſly conſider theſe things; eſ- 


pecially when we come to commemorate -the death 


and the love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © who gave 
himſelf for us to redeem us from all iniquity, and 
to purify unto a a peculiar people, zealous 5 


good works.” 


O my ſoul, doft thon not at once ſee and feel the 


force of this reaſoning, and tremble at the thought 
of ſuch an abuſe of the grace of Gop ? I ſolemnly 
charge thee at the Lord's table, and with theſe me- 

| 11 
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an dethroned and ſubdued ; grace triumphing in this = 


that either we do not underſtand the ' 
_ goſpel, or that we groſsly pervert it, It will deſtroy 
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? Se of che death of. Christ before my eyes and 
© in thy hands, that thou never entertain for a mo- 
ment a light and low thought of holineſs ; that thou 
never indulge for a moment a favourable thought of 
© any ſin; but reſolutely. check every riſing inclination 


to the practice of it. This ordinanee points out to 
thee thy privilege and thy duty: thy privilege, not to 


© be under the curſe and rigour of the law, but under 
© grace; and thy duty, to hate every falſe way, every 
« ſinful word, every evil thought. Thou ſeeſt here, 
© how thy pardon and deliverance from fin were ob- 
tained; even by the death of thy Saviour. Let fin 


therefore be the object of thy conſtant, ſettled aver- 
© ſion, and ſtand in awe even of the appearance of 


evil. Thro' divine help, it is my reſolution, -and 
| © ſhall be my care, to * perfect holineſs in the fear of 
« Gon.* And I will daily apply to the throne of grace, 


that Gop would © keep me back from prefump- 
© tuous fins, and ſuffer no iniquity to have dominion 


over me.“ With ſuch deſires and reſolutions I would 
approach the holy table of the holy Jeſus ; and may 
© Gop ſtrengthen and confirm them by that ſervice! 


Ar r ER PARTAKING. 


After this ſolemn tranſaction, in which we have bong 
engaged, let me recommend to your frequent and ſe- 
rious recolleQion thoſe ſuitable words of the apoſtle, 
Moe then, as workers together with him, 1 you alſo, 
that ye receive not the grace of GOD in vais (2 Cor. 
vi. 1.) By the grace of Gop, he means the favours 
and bleſſings, which we receive in conſequence of the 
death and ſacrifice of Chriſt. For this is an inference 
which he draws from what he had juſt ſaid, that 
VV ou 
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* nefs' of Gop in him.” —They receive the grace of 
Gov in vain, who entertain light thoughts of it, and 


do not conſider it as a moſt important, neceſſary, and 
invaluable bleſſing Who do not reflect ſeriouſly upon 
its deſign and their own Concern in it — and eſpecially 
they, who are not led by ic to real, univerſal, perſe- 


vering holineſs. Nay it is worſe than in vain; they 
receive it to their own condemnation, which will be 
æggravated by all the feriouſneſs, ſolemrity and plea- 


ſure, with which they at firſt received it, and have 


often commemorated it. Let me beſcech you then, as 


a worker together with Chrift, and a friend to your 
beſt, your eternal intereſt, by every weighty, ſolemn, 


*endearing conſideration, that you guard againſt ſuch a 


neglect, ſuch an abuſe, of the grace of Gop. We be- 


ſeech you, by a regard to the credit of your holy pro- 


feſſion, and the ſacred cauſe which you thus publickly 


eſpouſe. We beſeech yon by a regard to the comfort 
and erconragement of your miniſters, who are working 
and labouring continually for your good. We beſeech 
you by the h Angels, who are witneſſes of your vows, 
and will be the-witneſſes of your behaviour. We be- 
ſeech you eſpecially by our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who 
loved you and gave himſelf for you ; whoſe blood 
cleanſeth from all fin, and whoſe grace you know, and 
profeſs to adore and truſt. We beſeech you above all, 

by the greateſi and beſt of Beings, who is rich in mercy, 


and hath diſplayed and magnified his grace to you, who 


otherwiſe would have been condemned, and miſerable 


for ever. We besen you by a regard to the comfort, 
, F--1 Ta | 


MEDITATIONS. i * 


c Gov hath made him to be a fin-offering for us, wh 
knew no ſin, that we wiegt be made the righteouſ- 
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peace and happineſs of your own ſouls, that you do not 
receive it in vain, Let your converſation be as be- 
cometh the goſpel which you profeſs, and on which 
your hopes are built. Labour to walk worthy your 
holy profeſſion, and ſuitable to the deſign of that grace, 
which you have received. If you thus comply with 
| the terms of the covenant, its great and ineſtimable 
bleſſings will be yours. Surely they are worthy of 
your moſt diligent labour, and moſt reſolute ſelf-de- 
mial to ſecure them; for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
what Gop hath prepared for them that love him.“ 


I. 
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Jos HVA xxiv. 22. 


And Jos n uA. ſaid unto the people, Ye are witneſſes againſt 
yourſelves, that ye have choſen you the Lord, 7e ſerve | 
him.” And they ſaid, ah are witneſſes. | 


J OSHUA, juſt before his death, was endeavouring 


to impreſs and fix upon the minds of the 1/raelites, 


a firm determination to adhere to the worſhip and 


ſervice of Jehovah, the Gop of 1/rael. They profeſſed 
in the ſtrongeſt terms their reſolution to ſerve the Lord, 
But Joſiua, knowing their fondneſs for idolatry, and 


the many temptations to it with which they would be 


ſurrounded, is here labouring to bring them under the 
moſt ſolemn engagements. In order to this, he re- 
minds them of the great obligations they were under 

to 7ehowah, their Gop. Impreſſed with this, they 
repeat their reſolution to ſerve him. Joſhua aſſures 


them, there was no need of witneſſes in this caſe. 


Their own conſciences, their profeſſion and engage- 


ments, would all join and condemn them, if they 


proved treacherous. Te are witneſſes againſt yourſelves, 
and need no other. To this they readily agree, Ve 
are witneſſes. We ſhall expect divine corrections, and 
ſhall acknowledge the Juſtice of * if we prove 
unfaithf ul. 


8 = Our 
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Our approach to the Lord's Supper is a publick, 
ſolemn acknowledgment of our reſolution to be the 
Lord's, and to ferve him: to worſhip him reverently 
and ſincerely, and to obey all his commands. It is in 
effect ſaying we are witneſſes againſt ourſelves if we 
do not.“ We there teſtify our allegiance to God as our 
maſter and Lord. We declare our reſolution to have 
nothing more to do with the ſervice of fin and ſatan. 


| We renounce allegiance to the world, and publickly 


profeſs that we will not follow a multitude to do evil, 
but be blameleſs and harmleſs in the midſt of a crooked 


and perverſe generation.“ We profeſs ourſelves under 


ſubjection to the authority and the laws of Chriſt ; and 


avow our determination to be governed by them in the 


whole of our converſation. We acknowledge, by that 
ordinance, that we are witneſſes againſt ourſelves, if 


. we act contrary to this determination. We fix upon 
our on conſeiences as accuſers, if we do not ſincerely 


ſerve: him: and they are generally faithful and dread- 
ful accuſers of thoſe, WhO act contrary to their dictates. 
After ſuch a tranſaction, we cannot with the leaſt 
juſtice complain, that Gop deals hardly with us, if 
he teſtify his diſpleaſure againſt our unfaithfulneſs; 
if he abhor, reject and puniſh us. Is it not reaſonable, 


when the bleſſings Which he promiſeth are ſo great, and 


glorious, that we ſhould thus engage to be. witneſles a- 


| gainſt ourſelves, if we violate the conditions on which 
x they are promiſed ? Our fellow chriſtians, who join 


Pitch us in this ſervice, the holy Angels, Jeſus the maſter 


of our aſſemblies, yea the omniſcient and righteous 
Gop himſelf, are all witneſſes. But our own ſouls - 


will be the firſt to convict us. Shame and confuſion 
will for ever cover us, if we prove falſe and diſobedient. 
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Conſcience will bring to our remembrance the in- 
ſtances, in which we have opened our mouths to the 
Lord and have gone back; and they will ſhame, 
grieve, and confound us for ever. — Let this be a 
© caution to thee, O my ſoul, that what thou art now 
about to do, be done in ſincerity, as in the preſence 
« of Gop and my own conſcience. Let it make me 
* ſolicitous not to be raſh to utter any thing with my 

mouth before the Lord,” but what my heart delibe- 
« rately approves and conſents to. Let me now come 
and join myſelf ro the Lord in a perpetual covenant 
« neyer to be forgotten, and be a witneſs againſt my- 
* ſelf,” if" B forlake the ſervice of my Gor” 4 
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When we „ been engaged in this ſolemn tranſ- 
addion, and have declared our refolutions to ſerve the 
Lord, let us attend to the exhortation of Jeſiua to the 
Ijraclites (v. 23.) No therefore put away the ſtrange 
gods, which are among you, and incline yvur hearts 
unto the Lord Gop of Hfrael. The firſt thing ne- 
ceſſary, in order to our being the faithful ſervants 
of Gop, is to remove all rivals, and renounce all 
competitors: to put away every ſin ; all criminal, dan- 
gerous luſts and pleaſures ; eſpecially coveteouſneſy. 
which is idolatry, and to ſay with penitent Ephraim. 
What have I to do any more with idols ?“ You have 
had to do with them too long already. Ybu- have 
ter diſhonoured the holy Gop, your rational natures, and. 
Mus. vaur chriſtian profeſſion too long already. You have 
uls - ſuffered enough by this abſurd, and ſinful conduct. 
ON Let us. narrowly. ſearch our hearts, that no idol be left. 
nt. | 0. A | there.; 
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there; no buſineſs, no pleaſure, no ſenſual inclination, | 


no relative or friend, that may uſurp the place of 


God ; and let us reſolve to be wholly his. — Let us 


likewiſe incline our hearts to the Lord Gop of JVrael; 


bend them to his authority and will; and uſe all our 
power over them, that his ſervice may be our daily 


| buſineſs and our daily joy. Pray alſo with David, 
that Gop would © incline your hearts to his teſtimo- 


nies, and not to covetouſneſs.” And guarfl diligently, 
and daily, that nothing draw your hearts from that 
glorious Being, to whom you have ſolemnly devoted 
yourſelves. To/hua left Jyrael in this good mind; 
under the influence of theſe excellent reſolutions. But 
after his death, they quickly forgot them. And thus 


. ſhall we act, if we place too much confidence in our 


own ftrength ; if we do not watch and pray every day, 

and labour to be ſtrong in the grace which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. May Gop and Chriſt, and holy Angels, your 
fellow chriſtians, and your own conſciences, be all 
witneſſes for you, that your converſation is becoming 
the goſpel! The concurrence of ſo many witneſſes 
will be a ſource of unſpeakable honour and joy. 
May God confirm every pious purpoſe of our hearts, 
and make ns faithful unto death, that we may obtain | 


| the. crown of life! 
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| . faid unto them, They that be wich, need not” 


a phyſician, but they that are fcb. 


HIS. is the reaſon which Chriſt gave for cating 

with publicans and finners, for which he was 
cenſured by the Phariſees. It intimates. to us, that 
ſin is the fickneſs and diſtemper of the-ſoul, and that 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the only phyſician, who can 
reſtore it to health. May we not from hence naturally 
take occaſion to conſider the Lord's Supper, as one 


of the moſt important and uſeful of thoſe means, 


which Chriſt hath appointed for the eſtabliſhment and 
increaſe of the ſpiritual health of his diſciples? By 
entering into this thought, we ſhall ſee the excellency 

of that ordinance; with what views we ought to attend 
it; and to what purpoſes we ſhould improve it. —-- 


Our great buſineſs at the Lord's Table, is to con- 


template the ſufferings of Chriſt, and ſhew forth his 
death. And if we do this with fixed and ferious 
ſpirits, it will tend to promote the health of our ſouls, 
and increaſe their vigour and activity in the ſervice 
of Go. Let us then conſider, | | 
In the ſufferings of Chriſt we ſee the evil of fo: 2 
how odious it is in the ſight of God, and how greatly 


and juſtly he is diſpleaſec with it. We ſee what 


miſchief it hath occaſioned to rational Beings; how 


it hath defiled, diſturbed, weakened, perverted, and . 
ruined their immortal ſpirits. When we conſider that 


C4 Chri- 
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Chriſt bore our fins, and fuffered. ſo mk pain and, 
ſhame on this account, it muſt certainly give us a 


lively idea of their malignity, increaſe our abhorence 
of them, and our earneſt deſires and endeavours to 


be ſet free from their: guilt and pawer. 


In this ordinance we likewiſe-ſee zhe method of cure; Z 


the ſufferings of Chriſt. Here we fix our eyes on 


theſe emblems; and faith is directed to a wounded, 
bleeding, dying Saviour, by whoſe ſtripes we are. 


healed ; by whoſe blood we obtain redemption. If 
| we have any ſenſe of Iris great love,. any workings. 
of gratitude and affection to him, his procuring us. 


health and peace at ſo expenſive a rate, will excite 
us to devote to him thoſe powers, which he hath. 
reſcued from ſin and ruin, and to ſerve him with. 


all vigour and chearfulneſs of heart. 


The contemplation of this method of obtaining 


health and ſalvation is admirably adapted 70 promote 
cur progreſs in holineſs. It ſhows us, that Gop is of. 
purer eyes than to behold: iniquity; that he is fo, 
holy a Being, that there muſt be a change in pol-, 
lated, degenerate hearts, before they can become the- 
abjects of his fayour. And as his grace hath con- 
trived this method of recovery, we. may reſt aſſured, 


that he will give us all needful aſſiſtance in the uſe 


of it, and make it effectual, to promote our ſpiritual 


health and vigour. — This ordinance, tends to, weaken. 


and remove the diſeaſes with which. our ſouls are 
affected, and which in the beſt of us are not perfectly 
cured. Covetouſneſs and the inordinate love of pre- 
ſent things, is: an evil diſeaſe, which cleaveth faſt 
unto us. When we ſee ſuch an example of content-. 
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ment and moderation in Chriſt, and how chearfully. 
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he ſubmitted to poyerty, ſhame and pain, it will 
abate our fondneſs for. the riches, honours, . and 
pleaſures of this life, It will ſhow us that theſe 

things: are by no means neceſſary to our happineſs; 
but on many accounts dangerous to our ſpiritual 


health and peace. Thus by the croſs of Chriſt, the 


world will be crucified to us, and we to the world. 
And on that account we have reaſon to glory in his 
croſs. — Pride is ſtill working, i in our hearts. Now 
what tends more to mortify it, than to conſider how 
many infirmities yet remain 1n us; that every degree 
of ſpiritual, health which we enjoy, is from divine 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and that for our health and 


ſalvation he became obedient ta death? What cau 


be a better cure for impatience, fretfulneſs and diſ- 
content, than contemplating the low circumſtances 
and various, ſufferings of Chriſt ? He pleaſed not 
himſelf, endured the contradiction of ſinners, and 
che pain and ſhame of the croſs; 3 and hath called 


us to patience, leaving us an example that we ſhould 


follow his ſteps. By this. ordinance we are excited 
to obedience, as the moſt acceptable return for divine 
love, and as that to: which we are bound. by every 


ſolemn engagement. We are here likely | to feel the 


powerful influence of the love of Chriſt, canſtraining 
us to live unto him. We ſee at this ordinance, how 


wie obtain thoſe influences of the Spirit, which are 
neceſſary to make us whole and healthy; namely. 


by the ſufferings of Chriſt. He was made a curſe 
for us, that we . enjoy that great bleſſing, the 
promiſed Spirit. Here we have much encouragement 
to expect his continued aſſiſtance,, in order to cleanſe 
us: om all lchineſs, to enable us to mortify the 
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deeds of the body, and to ſtrengthen every good C 


principle and diſpoſition in us. Agreeably to this, 
it hath in fact been found, that this ordinance hath 


oreatly contributed to the cure of diſeaſed hearts, 


> 


c 


« 


4 


and to the vigour of ſpiritual health. 


Think then, O my ſoul, (let us each ſay) what 
ample, gracious proviſion is made for thy reco- 


very and falvation. Think of the happineſs of 
Having a cure begun, and carrying on. Think 


how far this deliverance extends; even to raiſe 


| thee. to that world, where thou ſhalt be for ever 


free from all thy diſorders, and all the unhappy 
conſequences of them. , Conſider how this is ac- - 


« compliſhed ; even by the abaſement and agonies 
of the Son of Gop. Think cloſely on what he 


felt; and then judge, whether the remembrance of it 
ought not to awaken thy tendernefs and gratitude, 
Think how many fooliſhly and madly reje& this 
method of cure, while thou haſt been brought by 
divine grace to make uſe of it. Be thankful on 
thy own account; and be thankful for others. 
Rejoice that ſuch a remedy is offered to all, who 
enjoy the goſpel, and that ſo many have received 
benefit by it. Rejoice that ſo many. are perfe&ly 
cured and arrived. ſafe at the heavenly Zion; and 
that ſo many more are under cure; that they feel 


the regularity, harmony, and bealth of their ſouls 
* increaſing, and have ſo joyful a proſpe& of complete 
 felicity : and all thro' the bleſſed Redeemer, - Let 


his love fill thy heart and employ thy tongue. And 


for ever, and with the warmeſt gratitude, adore 


his father and Gop and thine, by whom this 


«* proviſion is made for thy reſtoration to health, and 


advancement to eternal glory.“ 
Arras 
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nine? ſaid our Lord, concerning the ten lepers- 
whom he had reſtored to health, only one of which 
returned to give him thanks. (Luke xvii. 17. It 
intimates, how baſe and abominable their ingrati- 
tude was, after they had received a perfect and 
inſtantaneous cure of ſo dreadful a diſeaſe, by his power 
and compaſſion.. I hope we have been thankful for 
the means of ſpiritual health: that our ſouls have 
been riſing in gratitude to our great deliverer, and 
renewing their reſolutions to ſerve him with all that 
health and vigour of ſoul, which his ſkill, power 
and grace have reſtored to us. Let us proceed with 

| holy caution. The ſeeds of moral diſorders till re- 
main, and fin dwelleth in us. We have many bad 
examples around us, which are infectious. Satan 
ever watches to gain an advantage over us. Let us 
y look well to ourſelves, and guard 'our hands and 
' tongues, our eyes and thoughts, leſt we contract freſh 
| diſeafes, and ſuffer again the agonies of a wounded” 


| 
3 Were there not ten cleanſed ? but where are the 
7 


50 conſcience. Let us live by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

d keep ourſeves under his care, diligently follow his 
y preſeriptions, and earneſtly and daily implore the 
ad purifying, ſtrengthening, quickening influences of 
el his Spirit. And then Gop is faithful, who will 
als _ eftabliſh us and keep us from evil; and © having 
ay begun the good work in us,* the cure of our ſpi- 

* ritual diſeaſes, he will perform it until the day of 
an our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” | 
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PSA exvi. 7. 


. Return unto hy reſt, O my foul, for the Lord hath aal | 


u with thee. 


NE would think that-theſe were the aelightful 
words of a ſoul juft arrived. at. the heavenly 
world; looking back on the. many difficulties he had 
ſurmounted; and the many dangers he had eſcaped; 
looking round on the bleſſed ſociety to which he was 
admitted, and the glory with which he was. encom-- 
paſſed; and looking forward to the proſpect of an 
everlaſting abode in that world of happineſs. And 


indeed, wherever a ſoul is led to ſay this. ſincerelyß 


and devoutly, with a due ſenſe of the goodneſs and 
all- ſuffciency of Gop, its heaven is already begun. 
This is a proper ſubject of our meditation at the 
Lord's Supper; as it naturally leads us to conſider, 
how bountifully Gon deals with his ſervants, — and 


how reaſonable it is, that they ſhould return to him 
nnd delight themſelves in him. 


1. Let us reflect how bountifull, * God. deals with 
his ſervants. 
The pooreſt chriſtian in the world hath reaſon 
to acknowledge this. — Particularly he pardons all 
weir ſins. He takes the burden of guilt and fear 
from their minds. And that he might do this 
in the moſt honounble and gracious manner, he 


appoint 
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. appointed his own Son to become a ſacrifice for them.. 


Thus he gave a publick teſtimony of his diſpleaſure, 


againſt fin, and prevents his act of grace from being. 
| abuſed, and the purity of his. law diſregarded. His 


Son came to ſeal that covenant, in which pardon 


and peace are offered to penitent behevers.. And. 


now Go p is merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and re; 
members their iniquities no more. In conſequence of 


this, pain, ſickneſs: and death are no longer a curſe, 
but rather a bleſſing, as they promote the ſeriouſ- 


neſs, health and vigour of the ſoul. — Further, Gon 
geals bountifully with. his ſervants by communicating 
bis Spirit to them; as a ſpirit of ſupplication, 


| teaching them to pray, and ſo affiſting their devo- 


tions that they become comfortable and edifying. 


He is beſtowed as a ſpirit of adoption, to bear witneſs 
With their ſpirits that they are Gop's children, and 


to fill them with lively and chearful hope. As a ſpirit 
of purity, he. enables them to mortify the deeds of 
the body, to aſſert and maintain the. ſuperiority and 
dominion of the ſoul. over the appetites and inclina. 


tions of the fleſh. As a ſpirit of love, he makes them 


to abound in kind affection to one another and to all 
men. As a ſpirit of conſolation, he ſilenceth the tu- 
mult of grief and fear, which ſometimes ariſeth in 
their breaſt, and fixeth them in. a ſtate of tranquillity, 


He brightens the evidences of their title to a better 


world, and. cauſeth them. to abound in hape. Go 


takes the holy ſoul under his paternal care. He 
; acknowledges the relation of a father, and will be- 


{tow on his children the moſt valuable favours, and. 
ſuffer them to want no good thing. * He that ſpared 


not his own San but gave him up for them, will, with 


him 
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him alſo Bey give them all things.“ Hariag be- 


ſtowed upon them this unſpeakable gift, he cannot 
think any thing too good for them. — And finally, 


he will at length beſtow upon them eternal glory. He 
hath given them the promiſes, the aſſurances, and 
the earneſt of it. He hath advanced his own Son, 
their head and forerunner, to a ſtate of the higheſt 
dignity and felicity; and they ſhall at length behold 


and partake of his glory. Here they have but a taſte 
of divine bounty; in the other world all its ſtores 


ſhall be opened, and the ſoul filled to the utmoſt of 
its capacity. Thus bountifully Gop deals with them. 


2. Let us now refle& how reaſonable it is that 
God's people ſhould | return to _, and Ons them- 


ſelves in him. 


„ your high regard? Do you 


delight in creatures, in which there is any thing ami- 
able and lovely? And will you not reſt and delight 


in Gov ? Is there ſweetneſs in a drop, and none in 


the fountain of good? Doth a faint ray. of benevo- 
lence engage your regard, and ſhall not the whole 
glory of the Father of Lights? Whatever we are or 


have is owing to his undeſerved bounty. We are each 


indebted to him for numberleſs benefits. To whom 


then ſhould we return, in whom then ſhould we reſt. 


and rejoice, but in him? Here alone we ſhall find 
real, ſolid pleaſure. Here alone we can enjoy our- 
| ſelves: and without this rational, ſublime ſelf-enjoy- 


ment, were all the treaſures of the earth in your 


oſſeſſion, and all its princes your devoted ſervants, 


you would be mean and miſerable creatures. Thus 
alone can you enjoy _ Gop, and taſte that plea- 


ſure 
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ſure which ariſeth from a ſenſe of his favour, and the 
expectation of his everlaſting merey. Without this 
devout regard to Gop,' all your religion is vain; all 
your hopes deceitful. In this conſiſts the very life of 
heaven. The heaven of a rational creature, is being 
fully conſcious of the approbation of the great Gop, 
and being conformed to his image. A man might as 
fon reliſh the beauties of nature without the ſun, as 
the glory of heayen, unleſs his heart be poſſeſſed and 
filled with theſe devout regards to the Father of Lights. 
I hope the ſearcher of hearts, knoweth, that you are 
each, with ſincerity and affection, ſaying, Return 
unto thy reſt, O my ſoul.— I would approach the 
© ſacred table with my heart full of gratitude to 
© Gop, that he allows me to repoſe myſelf in him; 
to delight myſelf in the eſſential perfections of his 
nature, and eſpecially in his bounty and goodneſs 
towards me. I would rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, by 
whoſe blood I, who was once afar off, am brought 
nigh. He hath given me the moſt amazing diſplay 
of the divine bounty. He hath ſet before me the 
brighteſt example of an entire devotedneſs to Gop, 
and the higheſt delight in him, even in the moſt 
diſtreſſing circumſtances of life. I would approach 
this ordinance, to renew my view and taſte of the 
bounties of my father and Gop; to have his love 
cheriſned and ſtrengthened in my heart, and to 
repeat the dedication of myſelf to him, and the 
exerciſes of delight in him. 


"I So CR RF TTT. 


„ PARTAKING. 


I.j1 is now proper to renew our devout acknowledg- 
ments of the * and kindneſs of God, and con- 
| ſider 
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ſider how we may. moſt effectually preſerve this grate-- 
ful, pious diſpoſition in our hearts. — Let us renew 
our devout acknowledgments of divine bounty and 
goodneſs ; as he cauſeth it at this ordinance: to abound 
to us. He hath. diſplayed and illuſtrated that attri- 
bute, which is the ſupreme glory of his nature, and 
is aſſiſting our faith and ſtrengthening our gratitude 


by theſe emblems. If he hath taught us to ſeek our 
wm and happineſs in him, the warmeſt praiſe. becomes 


| for by the grace of Gop we are what we are. 
How many painful ſtruggles have we had with our 
earthly hearts, before we could bring them to take 


ſuch a devout complacency in Gop-!. Let the deſire 


of our ſouls be to him, and let him have the firſt 
place in our affection, who hath dealt ſo bountifully 
with us. Let us often contemplate his perfections, 
as diſplayed in the world; about us. Let us trace 
that almighty power, unſearchable; wiſdom, and in- 


exhauſtible. goodneſs, which ſhine in his works. See 
what amazing order, harmony and variety there are 
in them. Let us obſerve the regard he hath: ſhown 

to ſinful man; and the bountiful proviſion he hath 


made for his. ſupport and comfort. He made the- 
human ſoul. for himſelf. He implanted in it a ſenſe 
of good and evil, and a power of reflecting upon it- 
ſelf, and its own actions, compared with. his laws: 

that it might be uneaſy till it returned to its Gon,. 


the centre of its felicity and joy, Let us delight to 


reflect on the bountiful proviſion: of his. goſpel, ami 
the amazing diſcovery of his grace and mercy therein. 
He there commendeth his love to us, in that while 
- we were ſinners Chriſt died for us.“ Keep up a view 


of a * aug Saviour, and e learn and 
| 0 feel 


* 


** 
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feel how good the Lord is. Think much of the 
everlaſting covenant, which his blood hath ſealed, 
and the promiſes and Bleffed hopes which it contains. 
L finally, let us pray for the aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Spirit, to mold our hearts to the devotional temper 
of the Pſalmiſt, and to ſhed abroad the love of Gon: 
in them. Our heavenly father hath promiſed to give 
his Holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him; and never doth- 
he deal more bountifully with us; than when he fille 
us with his Spirit. — If we. cloſely meditate on this 
ſubjet, and abound in ſuch devout addreſſes, we 
ſhall ſee.more and more of the excellency and glory 
of our covenant- God. We ſhall be ſo ſenſible of our? 
obligation to his bounty,, that we ſhall be aſhamed. 
and humbled, that. our love is ſo languid, and our 
returns for his favours ſo unſuitable to their greatneſs 
and excellence. By ſuch. devout exerciſes we ſhall. 
be led to long for that bleſſed, world, where we ſhall 
know more of God. and his bounty and. grace than. 
we can here do; enjoy his favqur without interrup- 
tion, and be fixed for ever near tothe centre of per- 
tection and happineſs. No ſooner ſhall we arrive at 
that world, but with hearts full of rapture, we ſhall 
be diſpoſed to ſay, as ſurely no words are more ſuita- 
ble to ſuch an advancement, Return unto thy reſt, 
O my ſou], for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with. 
hee. | : 1 a 
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| | Peau xvi. 2. 
| WO my ſoul, thou haft ſaid unto the LORD, Then ar 
; "7. Lord — , 3 


H EN David was in diſtreſs, aides to doubt 
whether he had in ſincerity dedicated himſelf 
to JeHovan, and whether Gop had accepted the ſur- 
render, he reminds his own ſoul of the ſolemn tranſac- 
tions which had paſſed between it and its Gop. Then 
his doubts began to ſcatter, his comforts to return, and 
his faith to triumph. The words, O my ſaul, are not 
in the original, but are properly ſupplied. For he 
evidently deſigns to remind himſelf of his covenant- 
tranſactions with his Gop. Let us conſider the mean - 
ing and import of the expreſſion, and — with what 
temper we ſhould adopt it at the Lord's Table. 
As to the meaning of the expreſſion ; it is evident, 


that David acknowledgeth Gop's property in him 


and reaſonable claim to his beſt ſervice. He acknow- 
ledgeth Gop, as his Lord and maſter, whom he was 
bound to ſerve and obey, and to whoſe honour he was 
to conſecrate all his powers, ſubſtance, authority and 
influence. It is the language of choice and deſire; 


preferring Gop to every other Being ; deliberately 
chuſing him as his portion, and expreſſing his willing- 
It implies a 


ns 


neſs to ſacrifice all other intereſts to his. 
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perſuafion, that Gop was infinitely good and merci- 
ful, and ready to accepb the ſurrender. He had choſen 
Ißrael as his people: they had choſen and acknow- 
ledged him as their Gov. David had done this for 
himſelf and ſolemnly entered into covenant with the 
Lord. In this time of difficulty he repeats the acknow- 
ledgment and renews the ſurrender, as an encoura 
ment to his own heart to expect the divine favour, and 
as a motive to diligence and perſeverancein his ſervice. 
Let us thus ſeriouſly recollect, what profeſſions we have 
made of this kind, and what engagements we are un- 
der: how often we have ſaid to the Lord, thou art 
my Lord;* that we may ſee whether our behaviour hath 
been ſuitable to ſuch profeſſion and obligations, and 
with what diſpoſition we ſhould renew the acknowledge- 
ment.—Nothing ſurely can be more reaſonable, than 
that it ſhould be repeated, frequently and ſeriouſly re- 
peated: for we are in danger of forgetting i it, tho' the 
profeſſion hath been made with the greateſt ſolemnity. 
The impreſſions produced by ſuch acknowledgements 
quickly wear out. Worldly concerns and pleaſures are 
apt to efface them. We ſuffer a ſenſe of the divine 
favour and of our obligations, to grow weak and lan- 
guid, and forget thoſe duties, to which we ſhould be- 
quickened and animated by them. We are alſo ex- 
poſed to many temptations and afflictions; and they are 
ſometimes ſo formidable, tedious and heavy, that it 
is hard to believe that Jenovan' is our Lord; that we 
have any relation to him and intereſt in him, or ought 
to entertain any comfortable expectation from him. 
To repeat this profeflion and acknowledgment with 
ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity, tends to ſtrengthen our 


tat, and give us clearer and more delightful con- 
| 1] 2 
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viktion of his kindneſs towards US, — It will likewiſe- 
make us more ſenſible of our duty and more atten. 
tive to the diſcharge of it. It will recall our roving 
thoughts, bring our wandering, ſpirits back to Goo,. 
their reſt and happineſs. It will animate us under 
every ſuffering, give us a lively taſte of the powers of 
| the world to come; and be a happy preparative for 
that ſlate, where God will be the ever preſent joy and 
everlaſting portion of his ſervants.” ' When we de- 
voutly repeat this acknowledgment, we ſhall take a 
freſh view of the bleſſings connected with an entire 
devotedneſs to Gon, We ſhall fee ſuch · a value, ſuit- 
ableneſs and excellence in them, as will: engage us 
to purſue them with unceaſing diligence, and chear- 
fully to give up every thing, that would render uy 
unworthy of and unfit for the poſſeſſion of them. 
There is no time. more proper to repeat ſuch 2 
declaration, and impreſs our minds with the impor- 
tance and advantage of it, than at the Lord's Table. 
There we commemorate the everlaſting covenant, in 
which Gop hath..prgiſed to be our Go; and 
blood of Jeſus,. byWhich it was atteſted and ſealed. 
In that covenant. the Lord engageth to pardon, aſſiſt, 
accept and ſave us, upon our ſincere repentance,. faith, 
and obedience. We profeſs our faith in the death 
and ſacrifice of Chriſt, by which God reconcileth a 
guilty world to himſelf, and becomes the Go,; of 
thoſe who were once afar. off, and were not his peo- 
ple. We drink of that wine, which repreſents the 
blood of Jeſus. By that blood we are brought nigh to 
Gov, admitted. into ſo endearing a relation to him, 
and have a claim to all the ineftimable bleſſings of. 


* eveclafiing, cavenant, In this view let us | ne 


of the ordinance with ſixed and grateful hearts, and 
ſmcerely and chearfully renew our devotedneſs to 
Gov, ſaying to the Lord, Thou art my Lord,“ and 
in effect declaring to all about; us, E we are an 
ever will be: the Lord's. 5 rant 
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Let us now take a ſerious review of what we 4 
been doing, and each adopt the language of Davin, 
O my ſoul, thou haſt again ſaid unto the Lord, 
thou art ny Lord. — I entirely approve what I have 
done. Wouldſt- thou, my ſoul, unſay it, recall thy 
© engagements,, and. break the bonds thou art under 
to be the Lord's? No, thy vows are upon me, O 
God, I will gender thanks unto thee.” — I would 
be thankful to divine goodneſs, that admits me to 
* ſuch a privilege as this; which allows a ſinful 
worm of the duſt to lift up its head and ſay, 
Lord, thou art mine. It tranſports: even the Angels 
to enjoy ſuch a privilege. And ſhall not ſuch a mean 
« polluted,. guilty creature as T am, adore the grace 
* which permits me to uſe ſuch language? — I would 
acknowledge divine goodneſs which | hath isclined 
me to ſay this.“ Tho' nothing can be more rea- 
ſonable, delightful and advantageous than thus te 
avouch- the Lord for our Gop; yet ſo worldly are 
we, ſo much under the influence of fleſh and ſenſe 
and preſent things, that we are ready to ſay to al- 
moſt every: thing elſe but Gop, thou art my Lord 
and my portion. I praiſe the Lord, who hath: di- 
rected my thoughts to himſelf, and fixed. them upon 
him; who hath united my roving, heart to fear his 
name, and taught me to value, _ and rejoice | 

| SIP | © In 
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© in his favour above every thing elſe. — I would 


© humbly acknowledge my wnaworthy. behaviour to 
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him, notwithſtanding ſo many obligations and en- 


„ gagements. I have ſaid, often ſaid, unto the Lord, 


Thou art my Lord. But have I ated accordingly 
Have I loved him with that warmth, ſerved 1 | 
with that zeal, appeared on his fide with that re- 
ſolution, which I ought to have done? Alas! I ſee 
a . thouſand defects; and would mourn, over my 
paſt conduct, as having been very ungrateful. and 


treacherous to my Gop. I have uſed him in man 
inſtances, as I ſhould have been aſhamed to have 
uſed an earthly ſuperior, benefactor and friend. 


I would rezew my reſolutions to act better for the 
future. I have, I hope, formed them deliberately, 


and in a humble dependance on divine grace, with- 
out which I expect no ſteadineſs in them. Let me 


often remind my foul of what hath now paſt, Am 
I in danger of neglecting any branch of duty, thro 


buſineſs, pleaſure, idleneſs? Let me recolle& what 
J have now ſaid unto the Lord, and act conſiſtent 
with it. Am 1 tempted to engage in criminal 


pleaſures, or to exceed in lawful ones? O my ſoul, 


thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, thou art my Lord; 
and wilt thou ſuffer other lords to have dominion 
over thee, obey other maſters, and exchange ra- 


tional, ſublime, divine pleaſures for mean and vile 
ones? Art thou in danger of following the world 
too eagerly, and loving it immoderately? And wilt 


thou, who haſt ſolemnly ſaid to the Lord, Thou art 


my Lord, ſay the ſame to mammon, and indulge 


that covetouſneſs which is idolatry, or make a god 
of Cd belly!“ 
Are 
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Are we in affliction ? have we loſt or are we likely to 
loſe, any earthly comfort? that is a time to repeat te 
acknowledgement. Thou haſt ſaid to the Lord, Thou 
art my Lord: in thee I have all things. With thy 
« favour I can never want and be miſerable. Thou 
« canſt and wilt ſupport and comfort me; make 
c my earthly loſſes and teach me to glory in tribula- 

* tion.'—PFinally, do we feel the ſentence of death in 
ourſelves ? There is no time more proper to repeat 
the acknowledgement, Thou haſt ſaid, unto the Lord 
© Thou art my Lord; my God, whom I have fincerely 
© loved and ſerved; to whom I have often committed 
© my ſoul thro' Chriſt ; and I would do it again with 

* gratitude, hope and joy, when fleſh and heart are 
failing.“ 5 

Let us thus in every 8 of life and A 
remember our covenant-tranſactions, how faithful he 
is who hath promiſed, and chearfully expect the bleſ- 
ſings which he hath promiſed. If you have ſincerely 
ſaid, and are ſaying to the Lord, Thou art my Lord,“ 
and acting agreeable to and conſiſtent with ſuch a de- 
claration, let this be your. comfort in every circum- 
ſtance of life and death, that © he hath ſaid, I 1 | 
never leave thee nor forſake thee.” | 
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our danger and our duty, they may profitably be made 
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| 0 fooliſh Galatians, „  whio hath Fr you, that yon 


ſould not obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Feſus C hrift 


1 hath been evidently fet forth, crucified among you ? 


HA 80 doubt but when we ave been read- 


| ing and hearing of a crucified Saviour, and eſpe- 
cially when we have been attending the ordinance of - 
the Lord's Supper, our hearts have been often much 


affected. They have been filled with ſhame and godly 
forrow for ſin ; with love to our Redeemer, and a re- 
folution to grieve and offend him no more. In ſuch 


circumſtances we are ready to conclude, that we ſhall 


never-forget our ſuffering Lord; never be diſobedient 
to his commands, and never act inconſiſtent with the 
reſolutions we have formed. Yetfuch is our weakneſs, 


ſuch the remaining corruptions of our hearts, and fo 
many the temptations of the world about us, that we 


too ſoon loſe 'the ſerious impreſſion, and forget our 
ſolemn engagements. Tho' this is greatly to be la- 
mented, it is not much to be wondered at; conſider- 
ing that it was the caſe even with ſome of the firſt 


_ chriſtians. It was ſo with many in the churches of 


Galatia, whom St. Paul thus expoſtulates with, O.foo- 
Jiſh Galatians, &c. As theſe words point out to us 


the 
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the ſubject of our meditation at this ſervice. And 
they ſuggeſt to us three thuughts. — That obedience to 


| the truth is the great thing expected from chriſtians. — . 


That the ſight of a crucified Saviour is a powerful mo- 
tive to this obedience, - and they muſt be under ſome 
wretched, malignant influence, whe are not led to 


obedience by it. 


1. The great thing expected from ebciltinns is obelti: . 
ence to the truth : i. e. to the goſpel of Chriſt, which is 
called the truth. Gop's word and will as publiſhed 
by Chriſt is truth. His ſayings are all faithful and 


true, and worthy of all acceptation. Obedience to the 


truth comprehends the whole of our chriſtian duty; a 
ſubjection to all the precepts, laws and inſtitutiohs of 
Chriſt. It is not ſufficient to know and believe and 


| profeſs the goſpel. We muſt heartily ſubmit to it, 


and ſteadily abide by it. . But the apoſtle ſeems here 


to refer to one grand and leading trath, namely, that 


ve are juſtified by faith ih Chriſt without the deeds 
of the law.“ We are hambly to ſubmit to the righ- | 


teouſneſs of 'Gop, and. receive Jeſus Chriſt, that we 


may be Juſtified and ſaved from wrath by him. And 


this faith in him, when it is ſincere, will, as the 


apoſtle plainly intimates in many paſſages of this 
epiſtle, be a principle of holy obedience to every com- 
mand, and produce all the fruits of righteouſneſs. 
The apoſtle further intimates, 

2. The ght of a crucified Saviour i is a powerh, ul mo- 
tive to obedience. * Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidegtly 
* ſet forth before your eyes, crucified among you.” 


| Chriſt was crucified, you well know, at Feru/alem, not 


in Galatia. And the perſons to whom St. Paul wrote 
could not have been witneſſes of his death. The- 
5 3 fore 
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fore the expreſſion maſt refer to ſomething common to 
. all chriſtians : to us as well as to them. Chriſt is evi. 
dently ſet forth; deſcribed to us, written down before 


our eyes (as the words fignify) and as clearly ſeen, as 


what is painted or written in large and legible charac - 
ters; yea as if we had been actual ſpectators of bis | 


_ death, —Chriſt crucified is ſet forth before our eyes in 


the go/pel-hiftory. We read the account of his ſuffer- 


ings in thoſe authentic records. . The miniſters of that 
goſpel often ſet this event before us. The doctrines of 
the croſs, the atonement made, and the ſalvation pro- 
cured, by the death of Chriſt, are continually. preach- 
ed to us. But I apprehend the apoſtle principally re- 
fers to the Lord's Supper. This ordinance was inſtitu- 
ted to ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, and the nature 
and deſign of it: that we might publickly avouch our 
Faith in it and dependance upon it. The bread bro- 


ken and the wine poured out, repreſent to us, in a clear 


and diſtinct view, the crucifixion of our Lord, the 
manner in which he was wounded, pierced and ſlain. 
The ſight of this hath a ſtrong influence to promote 
obedience. For it ſnows us the evil of ſin and diſobe- 


. dience, the greatneſs of Gop's diſpleaſure againſt it; 


and ſo it addreſſeth to and alarms our fears. It diſ- 


plays the riches of divine compaſſion and love; and ſo 
addreſſeth to our ſenſe of gratitude and ingenuity. 


And it ſealed the everlaſting covenant of pardon and 
life; and thus addreſſeth to our deſires and hopes of 


heaven. So that we may naturally conclude, according ” 


to the apoſtle” s obſervation, 


3. That it muſt ſhow the greateſt folly 7, and — 
not to be influenced by ſuch a ſight to obedience.— 
Well might he cal them foal Galatians, and. aſ them 
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vdo had bewuireled them They had acknowledged the | 


' goſpel to be true, by profeſſing it and receiving the 
Lord's Supper. It was therefore folly to act inconſiſtent 
with ſuch an acknowledgment. Yea it was worſe than 
folly. One would think they were beitched, under 
ſome fatal enchantment, deprived of the uſe of their 
faculties, and forcibly ſeduced, contrary to the prin- 
ciples of reaſon and the views of their own intereſt. 
They were acted upon by Satan, or ſome other ſubtle 
adverſary, to contradict their chriſtian principles, pro- 
feſſion and hopes. This was the apoſtle's n | 
expoſtulation with the Galatians. | 
And now, my Brethren, what muſt we ſay to theſe 
things? Have we no concern in them? Muſt we not 
each lament, that in this pal we © have played the 
fool and erred exceedingly ;* and wonder what could 


influence us to neglect a hearty, entire obedience to 


the goſpel of Chriſt? What could ever bewiteh us to 
ſin againſt God, to pierce his Son, to come ſhort of our 
duty in ſo many inſtances, and wrong our own ſouls ?— 
I cannot recolle& my paſt conduct this day, without 
© bluſhing at my own folly. I am grieved that I ſhould 
© ever ſuffer Satan, that old and cunning ſerpent; the 

world, that vile enchanter; and my own heart, that 
* ſubtle deceiver, to ſeduce me from the paths of obe- 
* dience,.. I have often thought | that the view which I 
© have had of a crucified Saviour at this ordinance, 

would effeftually and for ever, have ſecured my 
fidelity to him. But alas! it hath not. I may there- 
* fore juſtly mingle renne and godly ſorrow with 

* all my hopes and joys.” Is there one of us, who 
hath not reaſon to adopt this complaint? What ſhall 
we do to be more obedient for the future? Truly, I 
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know no better method than. to whe a freſh, believing 


view of a crucified Saviour, and keep our eyes fixed 
upon him. This the apoſtle repreſents as a ſtrong 
and forcible motive. Let us then approach this or- 


dinance, and ſee Jeſus evidently ſet forth, crucified 
before our eyes, among us and for us. Come, O 


my ſoul, and behold this great ſight. Let theſe 


© elements help thy weak conceptions, and fix thy 
© wavering faith. By this ſight, may a more affecting 
| © ſenſe of the love of Chriſt be impreſſed upon my 
© heart; as it will promote a deep and habitual con- 


© viction of my ſtrong obligation to obedience ! And 
© do thou, my Go, keep my heart fixed, waa this 
5 1 is before my eyes. 5 


AFTER PARTAKING. 


We read in the hiſtory of Hezekiah (2 Chron. xxx. 1 1) 
that when the 1/razlites had finiſhed the celebration of 
the paſſover, © they all went out to the cities of Judah, 
and threw down all the images, high-places and ido- 

_  latrous altars, till they had utterly deſtroyed them 
all.“ We may derive a hint of uſeful inſtruction from 


henee. When the religious exerciſes of a Lord's Day, 


and eſpecially of the Lord's Supper, our chriſtian paſs- 
over, are finiſhed, we muſt not think that our work 


is then ended. No; then the moſt difficult part be- 


gins; which is to ſabdue and deſtroy every thing in 


our temper and conduct, that is offenſive to Gan: to 
renounce all our idols, and manifeſt a holy zeal. and 
indignation againſt fin in ourſelves and others. The 


comforts we have enjoyed at the Lord's Table, and the 


ſolemn engagements we have renewed, ſhould increaſe 


this zeal 3 in our breaſts, | Let us, with this view, con- 
- 
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 fider that Jeſus hath been again ſet forth quia. 
among us; not merely to excite ſome preſent good af- 
fections to him, and give us a tranſient pleaſure ; but 


to be remembered and felt, as a principle and ſource _ 


of obedience, an engagement to demoliſh every idol 
and luſt in our hearts. Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the 

folly and madneſs of thoſe, who after ſuch a ſight, 
ſuch a tranſaction, will not vey the truth, Look in- 
to the world, and ſee what men's idols are: what it 
is that bewitcheth them. It is the love of money, or 
of pleaſure. It is following the finful cuſtoms and 
faſhions of a perverſe generation. It is neglecting, or 
coldly performing daily devotion, and the publick and 
private duties of the Lord's Day. It is entertaining 
light thoughts of God and Chriſt and eternal things, 
or not habitually regarding them. Beware of theſe 
fatal enchantments. Look into your hearts and ſee 
what hath bewitched you in former inſtances, and 
guard againſt the folly and deceit for the future. 
And earneſtly pray, that you may not enter into any 
of thoſe temptations. May Gop give us wiſdom to 
know the truth, hearts to love it, wills ſteadily to 
obey it, and then it will be the power of Gop to 
our everlaſting ſalvation. Amen. 
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MEDITATION X. 


MaTTHEwW. xxviii. -20. 


— And lo, 1 am with you alway even unto the end 
of the world. Amen. 


Moſt important ire of our buſineſs at the Lord's 


Table is, to renew the exerciſes of gratitude 
to Gov for his various favours beſtowed upon us; eſpe- 
- cially for Chriſt and the bleſſings of his goſpel ;- and 


to. expreſs and confirm our reſolutions for better obe- 


dience. It is very proper on ſuch an occaſion to ſug- | 


geſt comfort and encouragement to the faithful fer- 
vants of Chriſt. And how can it be done better or 


more effectually, than by reminding you of the words | 
which he ſpoks to his diſciples, when he was taking 
His final leave of them, juſt before he aſcended to 
heaven. Lo! ſaith he, I am with you alway even 


unto the end of the world. Amen. While every return- 


Ing ſeaſon of approaching this holy ordinance, brings 

us nearer to the cloſe of life and aur entrance on an 
eternal ſtate, what can be more comfortable than to 
think, that Chriſt ever liveth, and will ever be with his 


church and people? In order to illuſtrate theſe words, 
it. may be ſufficient to obſerve, that they refer more 


immediately to the apoſtles and firſt diſciples, —but un- 


doubtedly extend to his faithful miniſters and ſervants 


in every ſucceeding age. 
They refer more immediately to his apoſtles, and 


Were died to animate them and the primitive diſ- 
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ciples,. amidft the difficulties, diſcouragements, and 
ſufferings, to which our Lord had told them they 
would be expoſed. He declares that he would be 
| avith them; that is, by the tokens of his ſpecial pre- 
ſence, and the influences of his Holy Spirit. He 
would ſtrengthen, aſſiſt and encourage them in the 
great work to which they were devoted. He 
would ſucceed them in preaching his goſpel. He 
would enable them to demoliſſi the falſe religions, 
by which che world had been for ages corrupted and 
deluded; and to eftabliſh that true, pure and holy 
religion; which he introduced; and to promote know- 
ledge, piety and happineſs thro” the earth. It may 
alſo intimate, that he would carry them with honour 
and comfort thro' all their trials and ſufferings, and 
enable them to be faithful unto death. — He promiſes 
tobe with-them etways; all the days, as the original 
is: i. e. every day and in every circumſtance. So that 
they ſhould never be left. alone, but have the ſpirit 
and preſence of jeſus, their divine maſter, continually 
with them. — And he promiſes to be with them even 
unto the end of the worlds Undoubtedly this promiſe 
muſt give high delight to the diſciples, and be a noble, 
powerful, conſtant: incentive to them to be faithful 
to their truſt, active in their labours, and patient 
under their ſufferings, even unto death. Well might 
the evangeliſt put his joyful Anen to ſuch a declaration, 
and accept ſo gracious and extenſive a promiſe with | 
all faith, fervent gratitude and chearful expectation. 
But doth this promiſe extend to the apoſtles 
alone? No, undoubtedly; the ſame diſpoſition 
which led our bleſſed Lord to be tender of them, 
and cen their ſafety and net. leads him 
| D 4 | to- 


56 SACRAMENTAL up. 10. 


expreſſion, always, even to the end of the world, plainly 
ſhows, that the promiſe extends to us; and that our 


faithful miniſters in- every age. And tho? one and 
with all their gifts and graces, and maketh their la- 


others increaſing. Thus Chriſt ſhoweth his tender, 
in every age ſupport his own cauſe, repair the waſtes. 
his religion triumphant over all oppoſition and laſting 


to ſee young ſouls joining themſelves to the Lord, 
filling up their fathers? places, and likely to ſupport 
religion and tranſmit it honourably to the next gene- 
ration. —Well might ſuch a declaration be uſhered. 


hearty amen to it: expreſſing our earneſt  defire that 
it may be ſo. * So be it, bleſſed Lord. Be always 


no more to make us a flouriſhing, holy and happy 
« ſociety.” Let us ſet our amen to it, as expreſſing our 
firm expectation, that it ſhall beſo. They are the words 
of him who is faithful and true, who is the ſame, 

yeſterday 


to a gracious. care of his people in all ages. And the. 


indulgent maſter, in uſing theſe phraſes, intended 
that we ſhould underſtand it ſo, and take the com- 
fort of ſuch a declaration. Chriſt will be with his 


another of them die (for the prophets dp not live for 
ever) yet he raiſeth up a ſucceſſion ; furniſheth them 


bours proſperous. It is a great conſolation to ſerious 
chriſtians, while ſome miniſters are decreaſing, to ſee. 


faithful regard to the intereſt of his church. He will 
of time and death, raiſe up a ſeed to ſerve him, make 


as the world itſelf. In this view, it is very comfortable 


in with a note of admiration; © Lo! I am with you. 
Behold it. Attend to it with wonder and joy. Afure 
yourſelves of its truth, and venture your ſouls, your 
all, upon it.“ Let us, with the evangeliſt, put our 


with thy church. Be always with us: and we need. 
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yeſterday, to day and for ever. © Amen, Lord, 7 3 
thou be with us, we will decline no labours; we 

will refuſe no ſufferings. We will not fear death 
© itſelf. We will not unreaſonably and immoderate- 


ly regret the death of our deareſt, moſt valuable 


and uſeful friends. Thou wilt be with ſucceeding 
© minifters and chriſtians, when we are gathered to 
« our fathers. O delightful view and hope! Be thou, 
O my ſoul, ever with him, and exert thyſelf to the 
_ *- utmoſt in the ſervice of thy moſt gracious and ever- 

« preſent. Lord. His church will be ſupported, who- 
© ever, or whatever, riſeth-up againſt it. He will 
* be with me thro” life and death. He will be with 
call his faithful ſervants to the end of the world; 

„till all his ſchemes relating to this earth are accom- 
*-pliſhed. He will come again to receive them to 
© complete felicity. I truſt, that I ſhall © be with 
him where he is, to behold his glory, yea be ever 
with the Lord.“ To ſupport my faith in theſe 

great promiſes and bleſſings, and the expectation 
© of his ſecond coming, this ordinance was appointed. 
In it T ſee the evidences and tokens of his con- 
ſtant preſence with his. church, and his everlaſting 
love to it. And may he now, by the communica- 
tions of his Spirit to my heart, evidently ſhow me, 
© that he is preſent with me of a truth, and © remem- 
© ker that word to all his ſervants, upon which he 
© hath cauſed us to hope! 


ArTER PARTAKING, 


A miniſter of eminent learning and ſanQtity “ uſed 
to ſay, 0 if it were the will of Gop he ſhould chuſe 
| „„ that 

Mr. Nat, Taylers 1 
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that his * ſhould be blown out in the ſanctuary; 


and he could eſpecially be glad to die at the table of 


the Lord.” And indeed where is it more deſirable to 


meet death, than at that ordinance, when we have 


been commemorating that love, to which we owe. our 
hopes of eternal life, and giving up ourſelves afreſh 
to the Lord, who bought us? But this muſt be as 
Gop pleaſeth What we have been doing will, I 


hope, promote our preparation for death, and reeon- 
Before another opportunity of 


cile our thoughts to it. 
this nature returns, we may be in eternity. Let us 
be ſo careful to improve this, that we may be ready 
for that day, which will call us from all mortal enjoy- 
ments and all religious ſervices hexe, to the more imme- 
diate preſence of our Lord. Let us encourage our- 


ſelves with the thought, that he will be with our 


ſellow- chriſtians , whom we leave behind; with our 
ſucceſſors ; our children, and children's childs” and 
with their miniſters, even to the end of the world. 


While they are again and again fitting down. at his | 


table, we ſhall be fat down with him in his heavenly 


kingdom, at a nobler entertainment, in.a holier and 


happier ſociety : and nothing will ever interrupt our 


conſolation and joy. Let it be our daily care that 


while we live, we may live to the Lord ; that when 
we die, we may die to the Lord; that whether we 
live or die we may be the Lord's; and then it is 
hardly worth a ſingle thought, when, and where and 


kow we die. Ar „1 3 
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ol that men would praiſe the Lon D for his — 
and for his ee works to. the children of 


men . 


HE goodneſs of the Lond 1s the moſt delight- 1 5 
| ful ſubject, that we can contemplate; it is 
likewiſe the moſt copious and edifying one. It tunes 
the harps and voices of the bleſſed inhabitants of hea- 
ven; and no topick can be more proper and ſuitable 
for our meditation at the Lord's Supper. I hope we 
have been already reflecting upon it, in our prepara- 
tion for this ſervice: and if our hearts have been 
warmed with the contemplation of it, we ſhall join 
in the moſt fervent wiſhes, that Gop, who is good to 
all, may have praiſe and honour from all; and that 
every child of man, capable of obſerving and conſi- 
dering his wonderful works, may give him the glory 
due to his name. We ſhall, with earneſt deſire, adopt 
the language of the pſalmiſt in the words now before 
us. — Theſe intimate to us, that men have great rea- 
ſon to praiſe Gop. — That they are very deficient 
and negligent in praiſing him. — That this neglect 
is very deplorable; every good man will lament it, 
and wiſh that a grateful devout * univerſally pre- 


vailed, 
D 6 „„ That 
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1. That men have reaſon to praiſe God is moſt evi- 
dent: for the earth is full of his goodneſs, and he 


| hath made his wonderful works moſt apparent to the · 


children of men. His general goodneſs ; the diſplays 
of it to mankind according to their reſpective circum - 
ſtances, and eſpecially the peculiar 'appearances of 
providence in their favour, render a tribute of praiſe 
from them his due, and lay them under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations to adore and love their benefactor. Bur 


thoſe are under the greateſt, moſt diſtinguiſhing and 


endearing obligations to do this, whom he hath fa- 
voured with the everlaſting goſpel, called to the fel- 


' lowſhip of his Son Jeſus : eſpecially thoſe who have 
been taught to receive, comply with, love, obey, 
and confide in, this gracious diſpenſation of divine 


goodneſs, this wonderful work of wiſdom and mercy. 


2. But that men are very deficient in this duty is 
equally evident. We ſee multitudes, who are daily 


inſulting and provoking their benefactor; and even 


ſome, who are under the greateſt perſonal obligations 


to him. The conduct of others, who are not quite ſo 
baſe and impious, ſhows that their expreſſions of thank- 


fulneſs are only the language of their lips, and that 
their ſouls are unaffected with the divine bounties. 


They want love to Gop, their benefaQor, and hearts 
to praiſe him. The Gon in whoſe hand their breath 
14% and whoſe are all their ways, they have not glori- 
ſied.“ In how few chriſtian families is the voice of 
thankſgiving to be heard ! Vea, how languid are the 


praiſes of his ſervants, even the you and devouteſt 


of his ſervants! 
3. Now this neglect and coldneſs i is very e 


Every good man will lament it, and wiſh and pray 
1 that 
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that God's rational creatures were more devout and 
grateful. He will do this, becauſe he loves him and 
loves them. He knows that praiſe is highly becoming 
dependent creatures; creatures daily and hourly ob- 


liged to their benefactor, in whom they live and 


move and exiſt, —He knows that they, who are un- 
grateful, are in effect worſe than the brutes, who, 
according to their capacities, expreſs ſome figns of 
gratitude to their owners and maſters who feed them. 
He knows, that they, who continue ungrateful, will 
at length be deprived of all their mercies, and be 
' puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction; and that zheir 


puniſhment will be peculiarly dreadful, who are un- 


zrateful to Gop for his unſpeakable gift, and all 


the gineſtimable bleſſings of the glorious goſpel. — 
Therefore he wiſhes and prays, that men may be more 


ſenſible of the divine goodneſs, and more thankful 
for it. He will exhort and encourage them to praiſe 
_ Gop, and ſay, © O magnify the Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his name together.* He will pray,' that 
thoſe who are now worſhipping idols, may be brought 
to ſerve the living Gop; and that he from whom 
they have all good, may have all praiſe, Every true 


_ chriſtian will wiſh and pray, that all his fellow chriſ- 


tians may have a deeper and more abiding ſenſe of 
their obligations to the beſt of Beings. Yea it will 


be his fervent prayer, that, from the riſing of the 


ſun to the going down of the ſame, the Lord's name 
may be great; that his praiſes may be celebrated 
in the moſt devout and gfateful trains, and ſhown 
forth in the lives of all who profeſs to know and 
| worlup him, | 
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1 hope, my Brethren, that theſe are our pious and 
benevolent diſpoſitions: and as far as they prevail in 
our hearts, they will be pleaſing to Gop, and in- 
creaſe our own gratitude, That gratitude let us ex- 
preſs with peculiar attention and pleaſure at this or- 
dinance. Here we ſee more of the goodneſs and the 
wonderful works of the Lord, than in any other place 
and circumſtance. * Yes, will the chriſtian ſay, my 
heart is in ſome meaſure impreſſed, O that it were 
thoroughly warmed, with the ſuitable and delight- 
ful ſubject. I ſee an almighty, holy, and juſtly- 
« offended Being reconciling a ſinful world to him- 
« ſelf by Chriſt. Here mercy and truth meet toge- 
ther, righteouſneſs and peace embrace each other, 
and appear in the moſt beautiful harmony. L ſee, 
indeed, the evil of ſin diſplayed in all its defor- 5 
« mity and malignity. But that diſplay is deſigned 
to humble me for it, and keep me from it; and 
to ſhow me my need of Jeſus, as a Saviour. And : 
thus, it is an appointment reſulting from, and 8. 
* diſplaying, great goodneſs. I ſee Jeſus, whoſe : G 
name and nature is wonderful, becoming a ſacri- Tis: 
© fice for ſinful men; and pardon, peace, aſſiſtance 12 
5 
6 
* 
. 
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and eternal life procured for me by his blood. 5 
Come then, my ſoul, and view and reflect on the * 
wonderful Works of the Lord to the ſinful, help- | th 
© leſs children of men. No ordinance is ſo well Jo 
adapted to fill my heart with thankfulneſs. I have 0 
found it, in former inſtances, exciting and cheriſh- 1 
ing the moſt grateful affection to my indulgent w 
and merciful Father. Here are not only one or 55 
two inſtances of divine goodneſs, but a multitude al 
of them, Here is a conſtellation of mercies, ſhin- fo 
4 4 ing 
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ing forth with the greateſt brightneſs, and refoBing 
a luſtre upon each other. Here are the moſt, va- 
« luable favours ever communicated to mortals ; and 
« all centering in this, to make them holy, peaceful 
and eternally happy. I cannot conceive any cir- 
< cumſtance of life, in which thankfulneſs and joy 
are more proper and becoming. No tranſaftion 
ſeems better adapted to keep alive the ſacred fire 
of divine love in my heart, and fo to render all 
© the ſervices and acts of religion pleaſant and de- 
* lightful to me. Come then, O my foul! and, 
© whatever others 40 with all thy powers, Praiſe 
_. © the Lord for his goodneſs and his wonderful works 
'© to the children of men;' and do it the more fer- 
« vently, becauſe _ negiea it, or —_ per- 


«< form it.“ 


AFTER PARTAKING, 


When David had been expreſſing the many 4 
gers thro* which he had paſſed, and the goodneſs of 
. Gop in his deliverance out of them, and the boun- 
tiful manner in which he had dealt with him, he 
ſaith, ©, What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benatin unto me? (Pf. cxvi. 12).“ This is a queſtion 
which we ſhould often put to our own ſouls, as in 
the preſence of Gop ; eſpecially when we have been 
joining in this ordinance, where we commemorate his 
wonderful goodneſs and works, and the exceeding 
riches of his grace in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. But 
we ought to be very particular in our enquiries of 
this kind, What acts of obedience are required 
and expected from me? What ſervices can I per- 
form for my bountiful Father? How can I ſerve my 
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tends; who are the objects of his approbation and 


delight ? How can I promote his intereſt and glo 7 : 


in the world, to whoſe care and mercy I am in 
nitely obliged Let us thus frequently conſider what 


we can do for him; carefully watch and chearfully 


embrace, every opportunity of teſtifying the grate- 


ful ſenſe we have of our obligations to him, and 


manifeſting how much we are devoted to his ſer- 
vice and glory. He hath ſhowed us in his word, 
by. his precepts 'and the example of his faints, ef. 


pecially the example of our Lord and maſter, what 
he expecteth and requireth from us, and with what 
 facrifices and ſervices he will be well-pleaſed, Hav- 
ing yielded ourſelves up afreſh unto the Lord, let | 


our whole lives be employed for him. Every ac- 


tion, word and thought ſhould be, as far as poſſible, 


an act of gratitude, | and an acceptable ſacrifice to 
him. Having ſang his praiſes, let us be careful ne- 


ver to forget his wonderful works : but reſolve in di- 


vine ſtrength, that we will ſerve him without ſla- 


viſh fear, yea with fervent love, in holineſs and 


righteouſneſs before him all the days 'of our' lives. 
Thus ſhall we at length join with all the ſaved of 
the Lord, in-everlaſting praiſes to him for his good- 


neſs and his nen we" to _ agony of 7 


men, 


MEDI. 


MED. 11. 
chriſtian - brethren, to whom his goodneſs alſo ex- 


MEDITATIONS.” EG. 


| 2000 20000000000 
MEDITATION XII. 


benzin iii. 19. 


But I * Hows - ſhall 1 put thee among the ne 
aud give thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage of 
the hoſts of nations and I ſaid, Thou fhalt call 
me, My fother, and ſhalt not ture away Ban Mee 


'Congearulpin you, my Brethren, that \ we are again 


permitted to partake of the Lord's Supper, and 


to appear as children at our father's table. I hope 
we approach it with filial diſpoſitions: that we. are 
ſenſible of the great: honour which Gop hath con- 
ferred upon us, in permitting us to draw near to 
him: that we delight in every returning oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging: our obligations, and re- 
newing our vows. I hope we come with a chear- 
ful expectation, that we ſhall find it good. for us 
thus to draw near to Gop ; that we ſhall: receive 
our father's bleſſing, and feel the influence of the 
ſpirit of adoption, ſtrengthening and comforting us, 
and being an earneſt of eternal glory. That I may 
aſſiſt your meditations, and excite ſuitable affections 
in your hearts, let me recommend to you, thoſe 
elegant, inſtructive and comfortable words. which are 
now before us. They probably refer to the reſtora-. 
tion of the ten tribes in the latter day, their being 
. to. air jewiſh. brethren, and all united to the. 

WEED, 2 


1 SACRAMENTAL 


chriſtian church under the great ö of ſouls. 
And we may obſerve in them two things, which 
well deſerve our attention, —the purpoſe which Gop 
formed in their favour, — and the wiſe, gracious 
and honourable method by. which it ſhould be ef- 
fected.— Let us conſider, 


1. The purpoſe which Gov: formed in thete fa- | 


vour. And that was, to put thoſe, who had re- 
volted from him, among his children. and give them 
a. pleaſant land. This naturally repreſents the cir- 
cumſtances of all mankind, and Gop's merciful 


purpoſe with regard to thoſe, to whom the goſpel 


cometh. They have all revolted and backſlidden 
from him, their owner and their Lord. They, like 
Ifracl, have © walked: after the imagination of their 
evil hearts.“ In conſequence of this, they have de- 
ſerved to be for ever rejected and caſt off. But 
Gop hath compaſtion on them; and is not willing 
that any ſhould periſh. He hath therefore ſent 
his Son to redeem- them: and the language of his 
_ goſpel is, © Return, ye backſliding children, and 


I: will not. cauſe mine anger to fall upon you. 


For I am merciful, uren the Lord, and I will not 
keep anger for ever.“ His purpoſe is, to bring 


them to a ſenſe of their duty to him, as their fa- 
ther, and to qualify them ſor a place in his family. 
He intends, that being ſet among his children, 


they may be inſtructed by his Word, his Ordinan- 
ces and his Spirit; defended by his powerful grace, 
and have all their ſpiritual wants ſupplied out of 


his riches in glory by Jeſus Chriſt.— But his pur- 


poſe extended further, to give them a pleaſant land, 


a. goodly heritage; even the land of Canaan, _ 


MED. 2. 
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: is often repreſented / as a type and figure: of hea- 


immediate reſidence of the bleſſed Gop; and of his 


of it. This was the purpoſe, which God purpoſed 


which this purpofe was to be effected. The words 
* How ſhall I do this,” | ſuppoſe a kind of difficul-_ 
ty in the way. They do not ſignify, How ſhall I 


ſiſtent with my juſtice and holineſs, and my regard 


_ thad, by which this end may be anſwered, and the 


1 


che hoſts of heathen nations then - poſſeſſed, but to 
which the Jraelites were to be reftored. This land 


ven, which infinitely better deſerves the name of a 
pleaſant land, a goodly heritage. For it is the more 


friends and favourites, where there is fulneſs of 
joy and pleaſures for evermore. For this heritage 
men were originally- intended; and when by fin 
they had. forfeited their title to it, Gos purpoſed, 
by the diſpenſation», of the goſpel, to reſtore them 
to the expectation, and fit them for the poſſeſſion 


in himſelf, that ſinful men ſhould be made his chil- 
dren, aud enjoy the betrer country; that Us a A 
venly one. Let us now obſerve, 

2. The e cad eee ee by 


perſuade my/elf to do it? But, how ſhall I ſecure 
my honour in doing it? How ſhall it be done, con- 


to the authority and glory of my government? 
This ſtrongly intimates, that men are unworthy of 
ſo great a favour; that they have done nothing to 
deſerve it, and have no reaſon. to expect it. It in- 
timates likewiſe the difficulty of contriving a ne- 


perfections of Gop ſo diſplayed, as to prevent his 
grace from being perverted and abuſed. Now. 
God himſelf hath found out a ſolution of this dith- 
culty, which all. the widow.” nd. ſogacity of 3 . 


| 
i . 
i 
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and angels could never have diſcovered.” And that 


is, appointing his Son to die as a ſacrifice for fin, 
that he might appear © ja, while he is the Juſtißer 


of. them that believe in Jeſus ;? * and alſo —by pro- 
ducing a filial temper in the ſouls of his back- 


ſlidden creatures. To this the paſſage we are con- 


ſidering plainly refers, for it is added, and T aid; 
Thou ſhalt call me, | My father, ard halt not turn. 


away from me.“ That is, in order to be an objedt 
of my favour and an heir of this inheritance, thou 
ſhalt return to me, and behave as an affectionate, 


dutiful child. This is a very juſt and inſtructive 
view of religion. It is calling Gov father, which 

includes a orateful ſenſe of his bounty and love, 
a chearful obedience to all his commands, and a 
humble ſubmiſſion to all his appointments.—It muſt 


be obſerved further, that the words intimate, that 


divine grace ſhould be exerted to. produce and 
maintain this temper in*« the ſoul, | Goy under-, 


takes that ſuch ſhall be their diſpoſition and con- 


duct. This is largely explained in the New Teſt: «- 
ment; where we are fo often informed, that Gov 


giveth his Spirit, to remove the alienation of the hu- 


man heart from himſelf; to incline and teach men 


to pray, and to live ſuitably to their prayers ; and 


to encourage their expeſtation of 15 er fayour ; 


and everlaſting mercy. 
And now, my Brethren, let us enter into theſe 


inſtructive and delightful thoughts, and gratefully 
adore our heavenly Father, that he hath formed ſuch 
a merciful deſign, and carries it on by ſuch ſteps, a 
at once diſplay his holineſs and goodneſs, and qua- 
 lify rational creatures for endleſs happineſs. * What, 
4 | : | O my. 
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O my ſoul, can be more kind and gracious, FEY. 
© the purpoſe to make rebels friends, yea children ? 
Is not the method taken to promote and ſtrengthen | 
© a filial temper in them, as happy for them as it 
© is honourable' to Gop? I would daily reflect upon 
© theſe privileges and hopes; I would never SC 
that they are enjoyed by means of what Jeſus hath 
done and ſuffered, and that they are communicated 
„by him. Let me never forget the apoſtle's words, 
that we are predeſtinated to the adoption of chil- 
« dren by Jeſus Chriſs, and are made accepted in rhe 
beloved. It is the ſpirit of Gop's Son which is ſent 
into my heart, as a ſpirit of adoption. And how 
(can I expreſs. my gratitude, hope and joy in more 
proper and ſublime language, than the apoſtles 
© have taught me? © Behold, what manner of love 
the father, hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
© be called the ſons of Gon ! Bleſſed 'be the God 
© and: father of our. Lord , Jeſus Chriſt, who of his 
'* abundant; mercy, hath: begotten us again to a live- 
© ly hope, of an inheritance, incorruptible, undefiled 
and that fadeth not away!” With ſuch devout and 
* grateful ſentiments I, would partake" of this ordi- 
* nance. , Here I am ſet among GOD's children. 1 
© here taſte that my father is gracious. I have here 
* the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of his paternal care and Iove, 
and a confirmation of my hopes of enjoying the 
* pleaſant land, the goaaly heritage, which he hath 
prepared for his children. May his Spirit now 
witneſs with mine, that I am indeed a child of 
« Gop, and. be to me an . of an W 
at ra, 1 8 
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ArrEA PARTAKING. 


This ordinance can never anſwer its end, ms be 
improved in a proper manner, - unleſs we remember 
and ſeriouſly confider, that while it is a diſplay of 
divine love, a commemoration of the ſeal of the 


covenant of grace, and an aſſurance of the moſt 


glorious privileges and bleflings, it is alſo an obli- 
"gation to abound in every filial: and every chriſtian * 
grace, Let us carefully attend to our duty, as de- 
ſcribed in the words which we have Leen conſider- 
ing. How ſhall I ſet thee among the children, 
faith the Lord?“ The anſwer is, Thou ſhalt call me, 
My father, and /halt not turn away from me. It is 
therefore to be our conſtant -care, that we never 
turn away from Gop; that our hearts are not ef- 
tranged from his fear and love by any temptati- 
ons, allurements or enemies: that our whole lives 
be devoted to his ſervice, and diligently employed 
in it. Gop ſpeaketh peace and happineſs to all 
his children, but let them not turn again to folly.” 
This would be vile ingratitude, abominable trea- 
chery, and the moſt daring, inexcuſable rebellion. 
The greatneſs of our privileges and hopes will ag- 


gravate our diſobedience to our father's will. Let 


this be remembered for our caution. At the ſame 
time let us remember, for our encouragement, that 
GO engage that we ſhall not turn away from 
him.“ That is, /he will afford us ſufficient grace; 
ſo that if we exert our beſt endeavours, carefully 


wait upon Gop, and uſe the appointed means, 
we ſhall be faithful and perſevere. This is his co- 


venant, * I will put = fear in their hearts, and 


3 5 5 -thy 
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they ſhall not depart from me. Beloved, now are we 
the ſons of Gop:* And if we be followers of him as 
his children ; if we cheriſh and improve in this filial 
temper, 'we ſhall enjoy the pleaſant land, the goodly 
heritage above. And tho? it doth not yet appear 
what we hall be, yet this we know, that when he 
ſhall appear we ſhall be like him, ſeeing him as he 
is.“ With ſuch an expectation let us always remem- 
ber the apoſtle's direction, Wherefore, Beloved, 
ſeeing that ye Jook for ſuch things, be diligent that 
ve may be found of him in * — _ and 
blameleſs. „ | 
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| 5 e halt call tis. name Fifa: yk he fl 


fave his people * their fo, 


r hath been thought proper and important in uf 
ages, to record the names, and keep up the re- 
membrance, of thoſe, who have been the deliverers 
of a nation from tyranny and ſlavery, or have been, 
by other methods, great and extenſive benefactors to 
mankind. Every generous mind, eſpecially thoſe 
who are immediately benefitted by them, will be 
ready to pay a tribute of reſpe& to the memory of 
ſuch worthy and uſeful men. And ſhall not the 
name of Fe/us, my Brethren, be ever dear and pre- 
cious to us? Ever freſh in our memory, — ever de- 
lightful to our ears, — ever welcome to our hearts? 


No one ever did, or could do, ſuch great and ex- 


tenſive ſervice to mankind as he hath done. Other 
benefactors and ſaviours ſoon died, and their ſer- 
vices ceaſed; tho' the good effects uf what they had 
done might continue thro' many years and ages. 
But Jeſus, tho' he hath long ſince left the world 
and gone to the Father, ftill continues to ſerve us. 
He hath freed us from a ſtate of ignorance and dark- 


neſs; and, if we are indeed his people, from fin. and 


hell; yea . will n us from the power of the 
— 


— : 
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grave, and raiſe us to immortal life and glory. He 


is ſtill by his Word, his Ordinances, and his Spirit, 
carrying on the Work of ſalvation in us, and train- 
ing us up for the perfection of it in a future ſtato. 
How careful ſhould we be to keep up the memory 
of his doctrine, his obedience; his ſufferings and ſav- 
ing benefits! With what gratitude, ſhould we com- 
memorate his name and his love at this ordinance, 


which was appointed for that purpoſe! What more a 
glorious and excellent could be ſaid of him than 
this, that he ſhall ſave his people from their fins ?* 


What more honourable to him ? What more com- 
fortable to us? He ſhall /awve them, ſaith the an- 


gelick meſſenger. He ſhall not only attempt it; even 
the attempt would have been kind; but he ſhall 


actually do it. —It is intimated in this declaration, 
that he ſhall 4awe @ people to ſave: Some, yea many; 


even thouſands and millions, who ſhall embrace his 
doctrine, obey his commands, and truſt his ſaving ' 


power. His labours of love and his ſufferings ſhall 
not be vain. So it was foretold by 1/aiah, He 
ſhall ſee his ſeed, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall 


proſper in his hand.” He ſhall give eternal life to 
all that the father hath given him.—Again, he ſhall 


ſave, completely ſave, all who are his people; all who 
ſincerely. believe and "traſt in him and obey him. 


He hath ſaved many of chm already. Multitudes 
in every period of the chriſtian church have been 
delivered from ſin and hell, and conducted to glory 


by him, and are yow w the motiuments of his ſaving 
power and grace. 
and loved yea many, who have often ant; may with 
us of theſe memorials of his death, "ar 

E | 


Many that we knew, eſteemed 
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im, enjoying his bliſsful preſence, and adoring his 
. facred name. He is ſtill carrying on his ſaving 


deſign. ' We "ſee ſome effects of it in many fouls 


around us: the work of religion, beginning, pro- 
7 ceeding and, greatly advanced, in our ſellow- chriſ. 
tians. I hope that we. feel his ſaving grace in aur 

on ſoulz; that we find the habits of ſin weakened, 
its power gradually declining, and the habits of 


piety,” -holineſs and love, confirmed and ſtrengthened. 


He will fave thouſands who are yet unborn, and 
to the remoteſt ages have a feed in fer ve lim, who 
ſhall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. 
Finally, if we continue faithful to him he will com- 


plete our ſalvation. For as the apoſtle teacheth us 


to argue, „If when enemies we were reconciled to 
. Gop+ by the death of his Son, much more, being re- 
conciled, ſhall we be ſaved by his life.” What can 
binder the complete ſalvation of his faithful people? 


Is he not Jeſus, a divine. Sayiqur ? Emmanuel, Gov 


: faithfulneſs leſſened ? It is impoſſible... With -what 


| his love, and welcome: him Wi. 1 
' hoſannas, who comes on ſo kind a defighy, to fave 


his people from 


with us!? 80 united to. the ſupreme Gop and Fa- 
ther of. all, that the perfections of the moſt high are 


in eſſect his, to be employed for their | ſalvation ? 


Can Satay, can the world, can life or death, or 
things preſent or to come, deſtroy any one of thoſe, 
whom Jeſus will ſave? He hath hitherto: been mighty 
io ſave, able to ſave 70 tie uttermeſt; and no foul 
ever was deſtroyed, was one of his ; 
And hath he loft his Power? Are e and 


gratitude and joy doth it us to celebrate 


aur moſt chearful 


their ſins? Some illuſtrious princes 


uv. 3 MEDIT ATYONS. Br. 73 


and warriors have been called — on account 


of the liberty and happineſs, © which they procured | 


for thoſe, in whoſe cauſe they were employed: and 
their names are honouralſly recorded in hiſtory, and 
till venerable, And ſhall we not glery © in 4. name 
of Jeſus and the ſalvatisn he hath de If it is 
begun in our own ſouls, 33 pe ieneing 
its ual advances, we ſhall ſay with ' waraggh | 
3 Heſauna bleſſed be he eometh 
in the name of the Lord; even he Sho in me 
and having 101 er would T WII 


any thing to damp your devout pleaſuxe on be 15g 


caſion, did not the experience of my own heart give 

me too much ground to ſuſpect, that you alt 
cauſe for humiliation before Gon, Alis 
too mych reaſon to bluſh and mourn —— 

„Lord, Mat I have not attained greater degys 

© ſalyatign from fin, when nothing hath been 2 8 

ing on the part of Jeſus to produce them. I have | 

heard and read much of him. I have long had 


ſome acquaintdnce wich him and his gofpel of 
* ſalvation, / He hath | e: ny and often ſet 
forth in this ordingiſſce, cru before my eyes. 
* Why then am I fo ck! with fin? Why 


are there ſo many ſad and Ning remainfibes ofiie 


in my heart? Why have 1 ſo little activity and zeal ©. 


3 in his ſervice? Why little care to prepare my 
heart for religious ordinanges, eſpecially this? Why 
am I ſo cold and formal in my ſupplications anßd 

« thankſgiving Why am I fo fond of earth and 
creatures, 2 ee at leaſt feel ſo much re- 
* lutance, to think of hegyen and die to go to je- 
* ſus, Which E cannot but acknowledge * be 1. | 
yea, infinitely better?“ Whoſe heart doth not feel 
© „o |. feftimens, 
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ſentiments, and in effect utter complaints, like theſe? 
Such thoughts and reflections are very proper at this 
ordinance: for he who thus kumbleth himſelf ſhall be 
exalted. He ſhall receivgh more grace from Chriſt, 
to ſtrengthen, / him againſt remaining imperfections 
and temptations, and to eftabliſh his heart in the 
ſervice of his divine maſtes, While we are thus 
humbled : for ſin, let us think of Jeſus the Saviour. 
Let us thankfully partake of theſe memoxials of his 


death: that the work of ſalvation may be carried 
an conquerors 


on in us, and we may be mare d 
over every corruption and temptation, thro? him that 
hath loved us. 
* k; Arges PARTAKING, 
It is a moſt important, amiable and, zasad dive 
view, which the apoſtle giveth us of the goſpel, 


when he calls it, @ doctrine according to godlineſs, 


(1 Tim. vi. 3.) The grand deſign of it 4s to fave 
a from ſin, and engage us to live godly in Jeſus 
Chriſt, It ſhould be our care to behave as thoſe, 


ho reverence and love, the name of Jeſus, and 


think it our h 
meſs, that we are 
us from all iniquity, Let us abſtain and fly from 
it with the greateſt reſolation. - Let us act as Gop's 
redeemed ſervants, and glorify him in our bodies and 
ſpirits wvhich are his. In order to this, we ſhould go 
forth to our chriſtian warfare in the ſtrength of Je- 
ſus, and in his name lift up our banners againſt every 
oiritual enemy. This ſacred name ſhould be men- 
tioned and pleaded in all our addreſſes to the throne 


ur and a reaſon for great thankful- 


of — The recollection of the method by which 


Jeſus 


us diſciples. He died to redecm 


f * 

. ſaves us; even: by his . his deach and in- 
terceſſion, ought to keep us habitually humble; watch- 
ful, and faithful. Let us ſincerely wiſh well to, and 
daily pray for, the ſucceſs of his ſaving deſign; that 
ble would add to his church ſuch as ſhall be faved.” 

And let us labour to ſave the ſouls committed to 
our care, and all others to whom our influence can 
extend. Thus we, in out humble ſphere, ſhould be 
workers together with him. Think frequently and 
ſeriouſly of the heavenly world; and thoſe thouſands- 
of thouſands who have been redeemed. and faved by 
| Jeſus, whoſe hearts are filled with his love, and who 

celebrate his praiſes. The hope of being united to 
the grand company of the ſaved of the Lord, ſhould 
excite us to the greateſt diligence to grow more per- 
fect in every good work. And it ſhould comfort 
and encourage us under the unavoidable imperfec- 
tions of the preſent ſtate. May we at length join 
all the redeemed, in aſeribing ſalvation,” and glory 
and blefling and praiſe to him that ſitteth upon the 
throne and to the Lamb for ever and ever! Amen. 
on Et a Fs er 
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MEDITA TIO N XIV. 


ns 4. 31. 


But they that avgit upon the LORD ſhall 'yenew 1 


Arengtli : they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles, 
they ſhall run-and not be weary, and they 4 wall, 
and rot Faint, 5 


1 ＋ is che privilege of Antibes to have the haps 


of glory ſet before them. It is the privilege of 


ſincere and ſteady chriſtians to feel the good effeſts. 

of this hope, in ſupporting and animating their hearts 
amiqdſt bodily infirmities, and the other afflictions 
of the preſent ſtate. Nothing is better adapted to 
eſtabliſn the vigour of the ſoul, and increaſe and 
ſtrengthen the hope of glory, than a diligent care 


to wait upon Gop, in the uſe of all thoſe means 
which he hath appointed. With this view, F hope 


and believe, you are approaching to this ordinance. 


And to aſſiſt your reflections, and encourage your 


expectation of divine aſſiſtance 'thro* a mediator, let 
me recommend to you that comfortable promiſe, 
Wich Gop by the prophet 1/aiak giveth in the words 
before us. In meditating upon it, it will be natu- 


ral to conſider, the duty recommended, — the en- 
couragement given, — and then ſuggelt the n 


we have to depend upon it 
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The duty here recommended is waiting ub 
on N Lord. This expreſſion may include many adts 
of the mind: but the connection of the words ſhows, . 
that here it principally refers to prayer. The pro- 
phet had ſaid, that Gop © giveth” power to the faint, 
and increaſeth the firength- of the weak > that the 
youths, however vigorous and active, if they truſt to 
their native ſtrength; and forget their dependance 
upon God, ſhall not only - aint and « be weary, 
but utterly: fall.” Vet he adds, They that wait up- 
on the Lord, ſhall renew their, frength.” Waiting 
on the Lord then implies, a ſenſe of our own weak- X 
neſs, and our need of divine help. It alſo im- 
plies a penſuaſion of the power and goodneſs of - - 
Gop; his readineſs: to ſtretch out his almighty hand 
to help us, amidſt the difficulties, infirmities and 
temptations, to which we are expoſed. It implies, 
that divine help is to be ſought by prayer; that we 
daily wait upon Gop with our fervent requeſts: for 
his guidance and defence. And if we hope for his 
interpoſttion, we are to be diligent in che uſe of 
thoſe means, which he hath appointed, and to which 
he hath- promiſed his ble ling. We are to exert our 
_ moſt reſolute endeavours: to ſupport and help our- 
ſelves. And ir may intimate, that we are patiently | 
to. Porſevere i in the way of duty, even tho? he ſhould 
not immediately appear for our aſſiſtance and de- 
fence. Let us alſo attend to, 

2. The encouragement given; or the Vena an- 
nexed to thus waiting q the Lord. Such devout, 
humble ſouls ſſtall vn, their frirength.. They ſhall 
grow more ſteady and eſtabliſhed in religions They 
| ſalt find a- ſupply of divine * — to 
| : 4 : | their 
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their trials. As their work and their difficulty is 


renewed, ſo ſhall the vigour of their ſouls be re- 


newed: and as their day is, their ſtrength ſhall be. 


How far this ſtrength ſhall operate, and what noble 


effects it ſhall produce, may be ſeen by the follow- 
ing words, They ſhall mount up with wings as eagles, 
Eagles re remarkable for mounting upwards ; build- 


ing their neſts on high-places, and moving with a 
ſwift, ſtrong, ſteady flight. Thus the devout ſervants 


of Gop ſhall move onward in their chriſtian courſe; 


mount towards the heavenly ſtate, without being 
unduly influenced by the enjoyments and tempta- 


tions of ys we. | They ſhall ſurmount all the 


oppoſition and difficulties which they meet with. 


They ſhall run and net be weary; and they ſhall walk, 


and not faint, They ſhall proceed ſteadily in a courſe 
cf obedience, without fainting and tiring. They 
mall chearfully and conſtantly preſs on towards the 
glorious prize, notwithitanding the burdens and temp- 
tations of the fleſh, and the many other difficulties 
which they have to contend with. Thus it is pro- 


miſed, The righteous ſhall held on his way, and he 
that hath clean hands, a pure diſpoſition of ſoul, 


and a heart elevated above ſenſual enjoyments, © ſhall 


grow ftronger and fronger.” — But it may. be aſked, 


can we depend upon ſuch an encouragement as this? 


We daily feel that we need it. May we be aſſured 


that this will be our own caſe ? I e mere” 


tedly: For, 
3. Waiting upon Gem 


ath in itſelf ; a natural 


tendency to eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen the foul. It 
promoteth that humility, which is our greateſt ſecu- 
ritys and reſtrains that pride, which goeth before a 


fall. 
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fall. It will alſe lead us to exert our beſt endea- 
vours, and put forth all our own ſtrength; as we 
would not be chargeable with the guilt of affront- 
ing Gop, by aſking his help without them. 
The nature of. the bleſſed Gop ſtrengthens this en- 
couragement. Therefore the prophet had ſuggeſted 
to Iſrael this thought, that * The everlaſting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of theggarth, fain-. 
teth not neither is weary.” His power i vaſt and 
unbounded, and nothing is too hard for him. His 
underſtanding is infinite; there is no ſearching, it... 
Therefore he can never be puzzled with diffi- 
culties, but muſt, know how in every poſſible caſe. 
to deliver the godly out of their temptations... To 
the faint, and them that have no ſtrength of their 
.. own, he giveth power, how low ſo ever they. may be. 
brought; even to the very brink of deſpair, — Con- 
ſider alſo his promiſes and his fo venant: Promiſes 
many, exceeding great and precious,. and all, deſign- 8 
ed to give us ſtrong conſolation. His covenant is 
ordered in all things and ſure. He hath Ren, us 
his dear Son, and with him all things. exhauſ- 
tible treaſures of grace and ſtrength are lodged in 
his hands, out of whoſe fulneſs we may receive. 
every needful ſupply. He hath appoint this ordi- 
nance to direct our thoughts to the MM of that 
covenant. It is a ſolemn atteſtation of the grace of. 
the goſpel, and all its bleſſings on God's Part. On 
our's, it .expreſſeth our deſire of his help, and our 
| devoredneſs to his ſervice | Let our ſquls therefore 
wait upon the „in his word let us hope.” 
And doth not your öwn experience, Chriſtians, con- 
frm this reaſoning ?. * Yes, will you fay, bleſſed Us, | 
WE ; . 
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95 Gov, it doth. I have often fun! my ſtrengt' 
_* renewed ; 3, and have acted moſt vigorouſly in his 
« ſervice, when I have moſt ſincerely, and fervently, 
and humbly waited upon him. I have often been 
* in circumſtances, in which I have been ready to 
* conclude, that I ſhould be quite ſunk and over- 
borne by temptations, and afflictions; or that 1 
* ſhonld loſe the poſſeſſion of my own ſoul, be- 
cauſe I Tot ſome valuable earthly comforts. But 
© Govp' hath wonderfully fupported me. He hath 
been better to me than my fears; and I have 
© ſeen feaſon to adopt the apoſtle's language, When 
] am weak, en am I firong.” When 1 have been 
* moſt ſenſible of my own ,weakneſs, moſt diffident 
of myſelf, and moft confident in God, I have ex- 
perienced much inward vigour, and been carried 
« thro” difficulties, ſeemingly unfurmountable. I have 
his faithful promiſe, that this ſhall ſtill and al- 
ways be the caſe. I would therefore encoutage 
« myſelf in the Lord, my Gop. I would come to 
* this ofdinance with a firm faith in his promiſes, 
* ratified and ſealed with the blood of Chriſt, 
And as the beſt preparation for it, I would now 
go boldly to the throne of grace, in the name of 
* a faithful, compaſſionate high prieft, that I may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help i in _ time 


* of need.” 


Arren PARTAKING. 


« Wait on the Lord, the Pfalmift, be of 
good courage, and he fireng thy heart; 
Wait, I ſay, on the Lord.“ (Pfalm xxvii. 14.) 
er we have been Going with. Pr ſolemnity. 

But 
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Zut it is to be the buſmeſs of every day. No ex- 
hortation can be more important. No one yould 

have a greater influence to ſtrengthen the divine 

life in our ſouls, if it were duly practiſed. Let me 
urge you to live near to Gop, in the a of 
lively faith, and humble fervent devotion. . nd 
while you are ſo doing, ſtrive to keep up your 
courage. Let not your hearts ſink under the diffi- 
culties and burdens of life. For in the Lord J#- 
novak there is everlaſting ſtrengti: and he is as 
ready, as he is able, to make all grace abound to 
you. —Let me urge this duty upon the young, who 
have lately given themſelves unto the Lord, and 
are ſetting out in religion. Remember what the 
prophet ſaith, * The yourks ſhall faint and be weary, 
and the young mes ſhall utterly fall.“ Thoſe that 
are confident in themſelves, who truſt to theaſtrength * 
of their own endeavours, and the firmneſs of their 
own reſolutions, will faint and fall. But the, ſoul, 
which maintains a humble ſenſe of its dependance up- 
on. Gop, and continued need of his aſſiſtance, and fer- 
vently implores it; the ſoul which is ſtrogg in the 
grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, will not faint. Or if 
he ſhould ſometimes be weary, he ſhall not ufterlyx 

Fall. —Let me urge this duty upon the aged. and 

infirm. Providence, by fecluding. you in a great 

meaſure, from the buſineſs and amuſements 'of the 
world, calleth you to be . more frequent in the ex- 
erciſes of devotion, to ſerious, habitual cjaculations, | 
and to keep Gop and heaven more diligently in 

your eye. Let me Ft you to continue in prayer, 
and abound therein with thankſgiving. All dther 
chriſtian graces are Oe by devotion. . The 
: #, B „ pr actice 


+ 
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practice of every other virtue is ſupported and made 
eaſy and agreeable by it. It is the beſt refuge of 
human frailty. It is the greateſt ſupport of heaven- 
ly perfection. Wonder not therefore if I imitate 
the pſalmiſt, and again and again ſay, Wait on the 
Lord. Be anxious about nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and, ſapplication with thankſgiv- 
ing make known your requeſts unto Gop ; and his 


peace, which paſſcth all underſtanding, ſhall keep 
your hearts * minds thro? Chriſt Jeſus.“ Amen. | 
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A. 


MED ITATION XV. 25 


Mannes ix. 15. 


Hfnd for this cauſe he is. the mediator of the New 
T'ftament (or covenant), that by mrans of death, for 
the redemption of the tranſgreſſions that were un- 
der the firſt teſtament , they which are called might 
receive the promiſe of eternal inheritance. oh 


＋ is proper ſometimes to remind chriſtians, chat 

the leading deſign of their aflembling at the 
Lord's Supper, is to commemorate the death of 
Chriſt; to recolle& and impreſs upon their minds, 
the ends for which he ſubmitted to it, and to che- 
riſh thoſe diſpoſitions, which are ſuited to. the obs 
ligations they are under to him. The view which 
the apoſtle gives us of the deſign of Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings, in this paſſage, is very inſtructive and com- 
fortable; and therefore proper to be the ſubject of 
our meditation. He had been ſtating the diffe- 
"rence between the ſacrifice of Chriſt and the ſa- 
crifice of beaſts under the Maſaic law, and ſhowing 
how much more excellent the former was than the 
latter. He then proceeds, in the words. now. be- 
fore us and in the following verſes, to compare the 
old and the new, covenant. And here we may 
obſerve the ' view given us of our 0 Jeſus Chriſt, 
— and of the ends of his death. F 
1. Let 
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| \ "Lat us attend to the view here given us of 
riß. He is the. mediator of the New. Teftament or 
.covenant. Under the former covenant, . which is 
here compared with the chriſtian covenant, Moſes 
was the niediator, interpoſing between Gon and /. 
rael; who were parties in the covenant, when the 
law was given at mount Sina. The apoſtle tells 
the Galatians, that z? Was ordained by angels in th © 


band of a mediator (Gal. i Ui, 9. 33 The new covenant 


; is better than the former, as it was eſtabliſhed upon 
better promiſes. It was, more properly than the for- 
mer, a covenant of grace, and was tranſacted thro' 


a greater and more excellent mediator; even Chriſt, 


He is called in this epiſtle, 2he ſurety of the better 
- covenant. Now both theſe titles intimate to us, | 
that He hath not only interpoſed to make peace and 
eſtabliſh a friendſhip between Gop and man, but 


undertaken and engaged that the agreement or fti- 


pulations on both parts ſhall be fulfilled. He hath 


diſplayed the holineſs and faithfulneſs. of Gob. All 
the promiſes of the covenant are yea and amen, 
faithful and fure in Chriſt Jeſus, to the glory of 


Gov. The Father's appointing him to be mediator - 


and accepting his facrifice, of which he gave ſuffi- 
cient proof by raiſing him from” the 'dead, are' con- 
vincing evidences of the mercy of Gop and his 


faithfulneſs to his engagements. Chrift is alſo the 


_. mediator on cr part; as he is the head of the 


church, acts in the name of his people, ſupplies 
them witk all neceſſary aſſiſtance, and will beſtow 


eternal life upon all who comply with the terms of 


the covenant. Thus is Jeſus the mediator of the 


new covenant. 


15 
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2. Let us now take a brief view of the ends e, 
is death." And they were, to obtain the pardon ef 
ſin and eternal life for mankind: two of the greateſt 

. bleflings which they needed, as guilty, immortal 

creatures. He died for the rodemption of the tranſpreſ-- 
ons that were under, or againſt, the firſt covenant" 
to deliver men from the guilt of their former tranfs: 
greſſions, and that ſentence of condemnation, which 

lay againſt them in conſequenee of theſe. The 
apoſtle plainly intimates, that their trariſgreſſions' 
could not be redeemed; that is, the parton of them 

purchafed and dhaitics; by the former covenant, or 
any of its rites of ſacrifices. Theſe were fizver in- 
tended to expiate offences to ſuck a degfer, 28 to 
deliver the finner from the final judgment of Eby 
in another world. In this refpect, the blood of 
bulls and goats could not far nony fin. It only 
ſanQifiefl to the purifying of the fleſh; It mucke 
peace for the offender with the government under 

Which he then was; that is, the extraordinary go- 

vernment of IE HOvARH as King of I/arl. It fur! 

niſhed him with a pardon, wicht might be pleaded 
againſt any proſecution, that might be commeneed 
againſt him in their courts of juſtice, or agninſt any. 
excluſion from the privileges of the temple. This 
you: will endeavour to keep ig mind, as à thooght 
which throws great Hght' upon the Mo/air diſpenſa- 
tion. It alſd confirms the apoſtie's reaſdning, con- 
cerning the ſuperiour excellency of the ſacrifice” of 

- Chriſt ; ſinde that tended to purify the conſrience, 

and ſaves all who” are penitent, from the ſentence 

of Gon, as the moral governor of the world; even 
from everlaſting condemnation. that won hug ts faid 

„ a NS : to 
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to die to take away our Ans, to bring us to GOD, 
and to deliver us from the wrath to come. 


for mankind. *© That all who are called might 
receive the promiſe of eternal. inheritance.” The firſt 
_ covenant, that at mount Sinai, had no direct re- 


ference to this; only to an inheritance in the land 


of Canaan and to other temporal bleſſin gs, which 
were propoſed as the reward of obedience. But the 
great promiſe and motive of the goſpel is eternal. 
life; An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and 


that a> not, away, reſerved for them in the hea- 


vens.* This is inſured to all ſincere Believers by. 
the death of Chriſt. That great event confirmed the. 
covenant, in which it is promiſed. His reſurrection 
from the dead ſhows the efficacy of that atonement, 
by which it was purchaſed, and ſecures the reſur- 


rection of all his faithful followers to eternal life. 
For theſe important ends Jeſus Chriſt died. And | 


how can our thoughts be more ſuitably employed at 


this ſolemnity, than in ſerious and devout medita- 
tion on the death of Chriſt, conſidered in this | 


light ? 

© Be thankful, O my ſoul, (ſhould each ON oh us 
. ſay) for ſuch a Redeemer, ſuch deliverance, ſuch 
« promiſes and ſuch hopes. Rejoice in him, to 


whom thou oweſt thy proſpects of pardon, peace 


and ſalvation. There was a time indeed, when 


'* theſe appeared to thee no ſuch conſiderable and 
valuable bleflings. When I was immerſed i in world- 


ly cares, minding earthly things; when I was 
ready to make light of fin, and thought it ſuffi- 
© cient to abſtain from the groſſer acts of iniquity, 

; | a. end 


The 
other end of Chriſt's death was, to obtain eternal |, fe” 
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and keep up ſome forms of devotion and godli- 


neſs. But fince I have ſeen what a bitter thing. 


« {in is, how glorious and holy the Lord is, and 
how neceſſary repentance, converſion and purity of 
heart are to my final acceptance and ſalvation, 1 
© now eſteem thoſe bleſſings of vaſt and infinite im- 
« portance, My heart is riſing in gratitude. to that 
Go and to that Saviour, who. have loved me 
and given me everlaſting conſolation and good 
hope thro' grace. I now venerate and love this 
© ordinance as a memorial of that blood, which 
ſealed the covenant. of grace; as a ſolemn token 
of my accepting the goſpel,” and of the divine 
favour and eternal life upon my cbrdial accept- 
« ance of it and obedience to it. I would come to 

it with a penitent and a grateful. heart. L would 
cheriſh that holy fear and tenderneſs of conſcience; 
which the contemplation. of Chriſt's facrifice is ſo. 
well adapted to promote And I defire that thoſe, 


© hopes of the eternal inheritance may be firength-. 


* enced, to which I am begotten by the death and 
reſurrection of my Saviour. I would be parti- 
* cularly careful to conſider this hope, as .a moſt.” 
powerful motive to abſtain from ſin, from all ap- 
* pearances and occaſions of evil, and to be. _— 
in al manner of converſation.· | 175 


Arran PARTAKING. 


| We have been commemorating: the death. of Chrift, 
as the ſeal of that covenant in which pardon and 
an eternal inheritance are propoſed. to our accept-. 
ance, and confirmed to all that comply with the 
demands of that. covenant. How reaſonable and 
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weighty doth that exhortation of the apoſtle appear 
at all times, eſpecially after What we have been 
doing? Having, therefore, theſe promiſes, dearly B.- 
lowed, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of 
Jleſh and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in tlie fear of 


0b. (2 Cor: vii. 1.) The end of Goy's enter- 
ing into covenants with men, giving. them ſuch 


precious promiſes and. ratifying them in ſo: ſolemn 
and fo. endearing; a manner, is to make us univer- 
ſally pure and holy. It is particularly deſigned and 
adapted to excite that high admiration of divine 
condeſcenſion, and that fervent: gratitude for the 
bleſſings of the goſpel, which is a temper at once 
ſo honourable and pleaſing to him, and the foun- 


dation and ſupport. of holy obedience. Let us 


labour to preſerve upon our minds worthy thoughts 


of the goipel-ſcheme ; a juſt ſenſe of its nature and 


deſign. Let it be daily conſidered as a dactrint ac- 
cording 10 godline/s ; centering in this, to engage us 


to abſtain from the appearance of evil, and per- 


fect holineſs in the fear of Gop. Let it quicken 
us to preſs after the higheſt attainments in religion; 
animated by that reverence for God, as the ſupreme 
governor, and eſpecially that veneration for his 
goodneſs, as the Saviour of them that believe, which 
is ſo reaſonable in itſelf; and will produce theſe glo- 


rious effects. Let us deeply impreſs upon our me- 
mories and our hearts, thoſe words of the apoſtle, 


Every man that hath this hope in him, of being 
like Gop and 0 ws as he 1s, © 88 75 reth 8 881 
even as ns 1s en c 
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Aere Xi: 23. 


: hen Barnabas came to Antioch - - and. 4 Got the 
Grace of GOD, he was glad, and exhorted them 


all, that with purpoſe of heart 95 n ene 


unto the Lane 


A Violent td 1 A moſt Ry 
| the firſt chriſtians from Feru/alem, ſome of them 
came to Antioch and preached: Chriſt. to the heathen 
there; and thro? the hand, or power, af Gan, a 


great number believed and turned to the Lord. The 

church at Ferw/alem, hearing of this, ſent Barnabas 
thither to further this glorious work. . And; we are 
here told what he ſaw — how he was affected wittt . 


it — and what method he took to fupport arid en- 
courage theſe good beginnings. 


1. Let us attend to what Barnabas eee He 
ſaw the grace. of GQND; that is, the effects of his 
grace or favour granted to the converts. Tlie ſacred-_ 
hiſtory informs us, that a gre number bad believed 
and turned to the Lord; that is, to Chriſt, as their 


Lord and Maſter, with humble faith and ſubmiſſion. 
They had received and embraced his religion, and 


changed a vain, carnal, fenſual life, for a ſerious, 


loly, religious one. Barnabas ſaw the wonderful 


and happy effects, which the goſpel had, not-only: - 


| aon 
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upon their profeſiion, but their temper and behavi- 


our. And this the hiſtorian, with great propriety, 


. aſcribes to the . or favour of GOD. Obſerve 
further, 


2. How he was ac with. this fu. e was 


glad. For (as it follows) he was a good man. He 


rejoiced to ſee the goſpel ſucceſsful in that large, 


flouriſhing, but very wicked city. He was glad to 


ſee the prejudices of ſo many removed, and to find 
them receiving Chriſt and walking in his ways. 


Tho' others had been the _ inſtruments of beginning 


and furthering this divine work, inſtead of envying 
them, he, like a good man, rejoiced in their ſucceſs, 


And he was delighted to ſee ſo great a number 
added to the church, and to have ſuch an encoura- 


ging proſpect of the ſpread of the goſpel in ar 
populous place. Once more obſerve, | 


%. What method he took to ſupport and r en 
tis work, He exhorted them all; the word figni- 
fies both to exhore; and to comfort or encourage, 
Thus when Barnabas is called a /on of conſolation, 
it is the ſame word as is uſed here, tho' in a dif- | 
ferent form. He exhorted them to cleawe to the 
| Eord; ſteadily to adhere to chriſtianity ; not to for- 
ſake their religious profeſſion and practice on ac- 
count of any temptations addreſſed to their hopes 
or their fears; any allarements or any terrors. He 
exhorted them not to decline in their zeal or affec- 
tion; but to improve in- their acquaintance —_ 


the goſpel, in their. love and. obedience to it; 


live a life of dependance upon Chriſt and A ? 
neſs to his ſervice. — And he exhorted. them to do 
this avith purpeſe Y heart 3 - "that is, with a. delibe- 
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rate, firm reſolution, founded on . ſerious conſidera- 


tion of the divine authority and the excellency of 


that religion which they had embraced, and the 
neceſſity and advantage of a ſteadfaſt adherence to 
it, He exhorted them to exert the moſt active, 
zealous endeavours to oppoſe every temptation and 
to improve every religious opportunity and advan- 
tage. — The expreſſion may farther import, that he 
encouraged them to do this. He ſet before them the 
precious promiſes and glorious hopes of the goſpel, 
in order to animate them to endure to the end. 
He aſſured them of all needfal aſſiſtance from hea- 

ven, and of that crown of glory which ſhould be 
given to all that were faithful to death. 

And now, my Brethren, you ſee how / much * 
ful inſtruction this paſſage of ſeripture contains, and 
how (ujtable that inſtruction is to the preſent ſer- 


vice. I may addreſs you as thoſe, who have believed 
the goſpel and turned to the Lord. Vou are ready, 


Ia perſuaded, to aſcribe this to the race of 


GOD: With great thankfulneſs to give him the 


glory, who made ſerious impreſſions on your hearts, 
_ aſſiſted you to turn from fin and folly to the love 
and ſervice of the Redeemer ; and hath thus far 
led you on in the way of religion. This good work 
in your ſouls is the effect of divine operation and 
the evident token of divine favour. Your mixiſers, 
like Barnabas, are glad to ſee the effects of this 
grace; much more than to ſee you heal > proſ- 


perous and comfortable for this world, tho? in chat | 
alſo they rejoice, To obſerve your readmeſs to join 


yourſelves to the Lord, to receive you as members 


25 bis church and meet ye" at the Lord' s Table, | 
gives 


= 
[] 
|| 
1 


. I have here __y forcible motives to Ricadfaſtneb 
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gives them great joy. And if you have that chrif. | 
tian temper, which we hope and believe you have, 
vou yourſelves will be glad to obſerve the regula- 
rity and holineſs of your fellow-chriſtians.— But 


you muſt allow us, with good Barnabas, ſtill to ex- 


hort you 4vith purpoſe of heart to cleave to the Lord. 
It is an exhortation which the beſt of you need. 
OO it is ' ſaid that Barnabas exhorted them 

ALL ; as he knew that they were all expoſed to 
many temptations from without and from within. 
| "Your temptations alſo are many; perhaps more dan- 


us than theirs; as we are more likely to back. 


-flide and decline amidſt the ſmiles, than the frowns, 
of the world; and to  forſake Chriſt, while his 
+ churches ' have teſt, chan when they are perſecuted. 
Suffer therefore the word of exhortation, and cleave 


to the Lord with" purpo/e of heart. Enter into ſerious 
-conſideration of the reaſonableneſs, the wiſdom, the 


comfort, che advantage, of being ſteadily religious. 


Be daily ſtrengthening yonr good purpoſes and re- 
ſolutions, by devout meditation, fervent prayer, 
and renewed enen. Eſpecially do it 'at this | 

. ordinance. | 


Tes, faith the Chriſtian, glad am I to expreſs 


= and confirm my determination to cleave to the 


Lord. For 1 find my heart bent to back(ide, 


and have innumerable temptations ' to lead me 
* aſtray from him. I ſee at this ordinance the di- 
vine engagements; the aſſurances of pardon, aſſif. 


tance and everlaſting happineſs to all ſteadfaſt 


_ « chriſtians. And I would remind myſelf of, and 


renew, my engagements to act as one of them. 


. 


* 
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© ſet before me. -I ſee-the grace of G0 illuſt- 


« rioully cles i the gift of his Son, and in all 


the abaſement and ſufferings to which he ſubmit- 


ted for my: ſalvation. - I view his obedience unto 
death, and his love which was ſtronger than death. 
I view a repreſentation of that precious blood, 
which made an atonement for ſin; by which I 
draw near to Gop, and which nl a way in- 


* to the holieſt. Since Gop hath. appointed his 


Son to be the captain of our ſalvation, thro? 
c whoſe ſtrength I can .do all things, I comfortably 
argue his readineſs to help me in my chriſtian 
* work. and warfare, and chearfully ſpring forward 
to encqunter all the difficulties which lie in 


way. I can encourage myſelf with the hope of 


the albances: of the Holy Spirit, to make me 
perfect in every good work; ſince they were ob- 

tained for me by a ſuffering Saviour, and are 

© beſtowed by an exalted one. I. would draw) near 
to this ordinance with a true heart, with full 
purpoſe to cleave to the Lord. And having ſuch 
a high prieſt and mediator, would come waldly 
to the throne of grace, that I may obtain mercy* 


to pardon my paſt unſteadineſs, * and find &race * 


to help in every kurs time of need.” 


AFTER -PARTAKING. 


St. 2 faith, 7 have no greater Jy than to hear 
that my children walk in the truth. It is the greateſt 
joy of chriftian- miniſters to obſerve the churches, 
over which 


| behaving as becometh the goſpel. This is what 


they aaturalix and . erpelt from thoſe, 


e . who 


* 


"ys. — 


they preſide, cleaving to the Lord, and 


. — 
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who have given themſelves unto the Lord. Diſap- 


point not, we entreat you, their pleaſing expecta- 


tions from you. Not to cleave to the Lord after 


what you have fo frequently and ſolemnly. promiſed 


_and vowed in his preſence, would deſervedly bring 


. upon you juſt reproach, and aggravated guilt. And 
it will expoſe you to greater ſhame and puniſh- 


ment hereafter, than if you had never experienced 
the grace of Gov, and never known the way of 


life. It would bring upon your miniſters greater 


grief of heart, than if you had never made this 


publick profeſſion of religion and entered into com- 
munion with the church. And this thought I am 


_ perſuaded will have ſome weight with you. For 
the ſake of Gop then, who hath given you his grace; 


for the ſake of Chriſt, who ſhed- his precious, "blood 
for you; for the ſake of your miniſters, who ſpend and 


are ſpent for your good; for the ſake of your own 
immortal ſouls, which muſt be happy or miſerable _ 
for ever, according as you are, or are not ſteadfaſt, 


I once more exhort you, with purpoſe of heart to 


cleave unto the Lord. And © May the Gop of all 


grace, who hath called us to his eternal glory by 


Jeſus Chriſt, make you perfect, eſtabliſh, ſtrengthen 
and ſettle you; to him be * and dominion, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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7 am the wins. . are 40 n a char abidlth 
in me, and I in him, the Same bringeth CO much 
Sees for without me 7. can do t, | | 


Ko HEV who are planted in che houſe of the 


Lord, faith*David, ſhall flouriſh in the 


«courts 2 our Gop.” He expects fruitfulneſs in every 


virtue from his ſervants, who enjoy the privileges 


of his houſe, and he hath made ample proviſion 
for promoting it, by the means of grace which he 
hath inſtituted.” ' 'Fhe- ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
is one of them; and I hope we come to it with a 
ſincere deſire, and a chearful expeRtation, to have. 
our Ffruitfulnefs increaſed, '-by ſerious and devout 
meditation on the death of Chriſt, That this end 
may, by the divine bleſſing, be anſwered, let our 
thoughts be directed to the words now read. In 
which we may obſerve, — The union between Chriſt. 
and true chriſtians — Their duty in conſequence 
of this union — The happy effect of practiſing this 


duty — and the neceflity of the means to the end. 


1. Let us attend to the unn between Chrift ad | 
true chriſtians. It refembles that between the root 
of a vine and its ſeveral branches. This intimates, - 
| that Chriſt is the ſupport of the whole church and 
of every particular believer : that they are all, in 
the language of the New Teſtament, implanted and 
wa nn that is, 9 by true faith 

F | and 


both adhering to him — and depending upon him, 


my commands. — The expreſſion may likewiſe fig- 
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and fincere love; and that they all derive ſpiritual life l 
and vigour from him. I mention ae to him by tre 


faith and Azcere. love, becauſe afterwards diſtin- 


_ ;guiſheth' between living and dead branches; between 


Nome. which abide and are fruitful, and others which 
are barren and ſhall be cut off. He plainly inti- 


mates, that there is a wide difference between thoſe 
who make a general ,profeſſion .of the goſpel, and 


thoſe who-are influenced to ſuch A N oor ok con- 


duct as it requireth. 


2. Here is the duty o of. thoſe; ho are anied to. 
"Chriſt : that is, 70 abide in him; which | fignifieth 


It ſignifies adhering to kim: maintaining the pro- 


feſſion of our faith in him before the world, and 
by thoſe acts and ordinances, which ſhow our re- 
lation to him: Continuiag grounded and ſemled in 
- his religion, and holding faſt the beginning :of dur 


confidence feadfuſ uito the end. It includes like- 


wiſe a correſpondent and 'confiſtent behaviour. Thus 


he adds, If ye abide in me, and my vi abide 
in you: if *you remember chem, Rudy them and 
act agreeably to them: if my inſtructiens, commands 
and promiſes abide in vou. and appear to guide 
and govern and quieken you in your whole con- 


verſation. Whatever trials, diffculties and - oppoſi- 


tions yeu may meet with, vo are ſtill +6 eleave 
to me, and continue faithful in your-obedience do 


nify depending upon him: regarding him as our root, 
from whom we derive 'nourifhment or ſpiritual in- 


| fluence, to make us fruitful: habitually exercihng 


\faith-/in him and love to him. Or, wan, 
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ſeth it, v. 9.) continuing in his love: maintaining 

| affectionate regards to him at all times, as the ſup; 

port of the divine life in the foul, and  ſecking. 3 
ſupply of ſpiritual afſiſtance from him. 


4 
. 
h 


— 


3. We have the happy. conſequence of thus abiding 
in Chriſt. He will abide in us, and we ſhall 


forth much fruit. Ne will abide in us by the Holy 
Spirit, which he hach given. us, apt, whoſe ,gracious 


aſhſtance he will fill afford, ab our circumſtances 
may require. By theſe we ſhall be enabled to bring 


Forth fruit, yea, much fruit; more than any other 


inſtructions ani diſpenſations can produce, or than 


vat they who negle& Chriſt can expect. By com- 


munications of liſe and Brace from him, chriſtians 


| grow, thrive and increaſe in every virtue. And 


this is 4 . and moſt valuable blefling. Every 
branch that beareth fruit Ze purgeih, pruneth, and 


dreſſeth it, that it may bring forth mare fruit. His 


Word and Ordinances, and the influences of his Spi- 


Tit attending them. advance the chriſtian in the di- 
"0 life. Yea affli 


fflictiye providences anſwer” the ſame 
Zy theſe are the iniquities of Gov's people 


| pau and this is all the fruit, 10 take away fin” | 


2 


Our Lord here ſuggeſts à moſt important thought ; 


that the beſt reward Gov can beſtow on his ler. 
vants for their fruitfulneſs in religion, is to make 


them more fruitful. This contributes ly to the 


glory of: 8 to the, hopour of their profeſſion, to 
others, to their preſent conſolation and 


the good 
their eternal . Let us obſerve, once more, 


4. The me ol thys abiding in Chriſt 3s here 
aſſerted. 22 ne, Or q ar (as in the margin] ſeyered 
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- adhering | to me and depending upon me, you in 
be fruitleſs; as a branch will ſoon wither and die 
and become Werne if it be cut off from the root. 
It 5s here plainly intimated, that we have as con- 


ſtant and neceſſary a dependance upon the grace and L 
_  fpirit of Chriſt, for the ſupport and vigour of the 


divine life in us, as the branch hath upon the root 55 


for its life and fruitfulneſs; or as we have upon 


; the common providence of Gop, for the continu- 


dance and ſupport of the natural life. Without this 


we can do nothing; nothing in religion; nothing 


that will be acceptable to Gop and contribute to 


our final happineſs. We hall loſe all our ſpiritual | 
attainments and . comforts. We ſhall fall into fin; 


become the ſport of every temptation ; and conſe- 
«+ quently be cut off from Chriſt, as withered branches, 
which diſhonour and. mjure the tree ; and ſhall, like 
them, be caſt into the fire and burnt. 
And now, my B 
ſhould excite us all, whatever our age or ſtanding 
in the church, And whatever our religious attain- 
ments may be, to be deſirous of greater fruitfulack, 
and ſolicitous to attain it. 


; May not each 'fay, * Dis well knoweth, wy 5 


Il chou, my. ſoul,” knoweſt, that there is much room 


for improvement; and evident need, that frequent 


admonitions and encouragements to aſpire after 
* it, be laid before thee! I ſee and feel my un- 


fruitfulneſs. I lament it daily before Gov. — oi 


« defire to be found in the uſe of all thoſe means, 
* which he hath preſcribed for my advancement in 


ren, theſe important heath 


* 


religion. I deſire to watch againſt ſelf-confidence, | 


* and 9 truſting in my own ſtrength. 1 


would 
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would endeavour to keep my faith in Chriſt in 
lively exerciſe, and continually to depend upon 
him. While I have ſuch a Saviour, ſuch a ſource 
of vital influence, I would not deſpair of gaining 
a victory over prevailing corruptions. When ſuch 
proviſion 1s made for: my increaſing fruitfulneſs, ”Y 
would labour to grow in grace. I know that Chriſt 
communicates his influences in, and by his Ordi- 
nances. He hath appointed this in particular, as 
a means of deriving nouriſhment from him. I bleſs 
Gop that I have, in any degree, experienced the 
advantage of it already. I hope that I have found 


devotion made more ſerious and lively, my obe- 
dience more chearful, my patience more perfect, 
in conſequence of this ſacred tranſaftion. While 
it expreſſeth to all around me, my abiding in 
Chriſt by an external profeſſion, may it be attended 
with a more ſteadfaſt faith in him, and a more 
ardent love to him! And may he now communi- 
cate his ſpiritual influence to me, that my faith may 
grow exceedingly, and my love increaſe more and 
more in all knowledge and judgment! Thus may 1 
abound in all the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are 
| by CATER ws unto. the  gloryland oat. * Gos! 15 


9 ²ůã ! g ea ͤmͥmg — ꝛwpA!-Ä ; V ̃ -! ⁰Růùnuf ᷑ ,, mm,d ] a a 5 6 


1 1 ARKTAK IN O. 


When the Philippians had ſent the apoſtle Paul a 
| generous preſent, during his confinement, as a pri- 
ſoner at Rome, he commends their piety and charity; 
but he adds, (Phil. iv. 17.) Not: that I defire a fur- 
ther gif?, but I deſire fruit that. may abound to your” 
account. In like manner your miniſters, my Bre- 


FF 8 thren, 


my heart quickened, my reſolutions. confirmed, my 


| holineſs. Let me exhort you to labour after it, 
fruits of righteouſneſs appear in you ; —What pro- 
greſs you make in religion; What ſerious regard 


| private prayers, and your, attendance on publick. 
worſhip and chriſtian ofdinatices ;—What rule you 
have obtained over your own ſpirits ; —What maſ- 


dy your addreſſes to them and prayers for. them, 


which is in heaven. Your miniſters urge and wiſh. 


| pend upon your fruitfulneſs in religion. In propor- 
fore we wiſh, even your perfection. Thus you will a- 


remain in you, and * own joy will be full. 
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thren, do not deſire to make a gain of you, or to ſerve. 
any ſecular ends by their exhortations and intrea- 
ties; but fruit that may abound to your account. 


It is indeed a great pleaſure to them to ſee you 
: ſteadfaſt and advancing in religion. It encourageth. 
them in their work, and makes their labours com- 


paratively eaſy and pleaſant. You. cannot confer 
upon them a greater favour, than to be fruitful in 


and diligently to attend the means of religious I im- 
provement. Frequently and ſeriouſly examine, What 


to Gov and your own edification- there is, in your 


tery over the fins that moſt eaſily befet you; — And 
what care to lead others, eſpecially your families, 


and by your. good example, to glorify your father 
for this, out of concern for the intereſt of religion, , 


But eſpecially, out Ws Sine love to your Wale. 
Your own peace, comfort, hope and happineſs, all de- 


tion to it, will be your honour, and joy on earth, and 
your reward in the kingdom of heaven. This there- 


bide in the love of Chriſt, and be the objecte of his 
everlaſting complacency. Thus will the joy of Chriſt | 
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| enn ne. i 
Ga my ſaints together unto me; tien that titer 
made @ covenant. with me by Sacrifice. x 


HE Lord's Supper is ſo frequently adminiſ. 
＋ tered in our religious: aſſemblies, and thoſe 
who attend it are © often reminded of its nature 
and deſign, that it is not needfal, . on every occa- 
fon of this kind, to enter into a particular account 
of it. But the beſt of us often need to be remind- 
ed, how our thoughts and affections ſhould be 
engaged and employed, while attending upon it. 
Some paſſuges of ſeriprure, which do not" directly 

relate to this ſervicez. may properly be uſed” and 
illuſtrated, at che celebration of it. For they: may 
ſuggeſt matter for pious meditation and uſeful in- 
ſtruction. Thus they may ſubferve the intentien of 
our joining in it, and direct our future conduct. 
That which is now before us, is pertinent to the occh-- 
ſion, as it hints to us the character of Gos's people. 
— and the command given concerning them; which 
5 may naturally be applied to the caſe of chriſtians, | 
1. Here is the charader of good men They are 
ſaints, — und they have made a covenant: with 60D j 
by ſacriſice.— They are ſaints. Under this title the 1 
 Tjraclites, as the peculiar people of Goy and his - HK 
devoted ſervants, are ſpoken of in ſcripture, eſpe- 
cially in the bleſſing of Mo/es, Thus chriſtians are 
called JR, ; OR "0 read of the churches ef the” 


gn i) Tk - ns? 


104 SACRAMENTAL ub. 18. 

ſaints. This is at once a moſt honourable and a 
moſt inſtructive title. The word is ſometimes uſed 
concerning angelt, as well as men; and ſignifies 
holy Beings, devoted to the ſervice of Gop. As 
applied to men, it ſigniſieth perſons, who profeſs. 
relation to Gop, have been. dedicated. to him, and 
are ſeparated from the pollutions. of the world. — 


They are conſecrated to his ſervice, as a royal prieſt- 


hood, a holy nation and a peculiar people; Yet 
none are truly ſaints, but thoſe who. are made really 
holy, ſanctifed by the, Word and Spirit of Gop, 
and who employ themſelves faithfully. in his ſervice, 
By this expreſſion, . a ſaints, Gop claims a property 
in them, and expreſſeth his care of them. and love 
to them. — Of Gon's people and ſaints it is here 
faid, they have made a covenant with him by ſacrifice. 
The jewiſh ſacrifices were a covenant-tranſaQion be- 
tween that people and Jenovan their Go. They 
were the ſigns and. ſeals of their agreement. And 
indeed almoſt all the covenants between Gon and. 
_ finful men have been attended with. ſacrifices and 
confirmed. by them. Gop's people under the goſpel- 
diſpenſation. have: ſalemnly entered into covenant 
with him. They have taken him to be their Gop, 
their ruler, and portion; and given up all depen- 
dance upon other objects, and all expectation from 
them, in the great concerns of their ſouls, and re- 
ligion. They have devoted themſelves to him, a 
his covenant-people; to be obedient to his laws, 
| zealous for his, intereſt and glory, and ſubmiſſive to 
all. his directions and diſpoſals. And they may 
naturally be ſaid to have done this by. /acrifice.. 

For in theſe tranſaftions, they have had a devout 
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and believing regard to the death of Cbrit, as che 
great /acrifice and propitiation. The goſpel is cal- 
led a new covenant, the covenant of grace, which 
was ratified and confirmed by the blood: or ſacrifice . 
of Chriſt. This ordinance is a commemoration of 
that ſacrifice. Hence the wine is called the new 
| covenant in Chriſt's blood; and he is ſaid to be 
conſtituted ſhepherd, lord ad head of the church, 


by the Blood of the everlaſting covenant, Chriſtians _ 


then may properly be ſaid to join themſelves to 
the Lord, or to make a covenant with him, by the 
ſacrifice of his Son. By partaking of this ordinance, 
they engage in covenant-tranſaCtions with Gov ; put 
in a humble claim to. the many promiſes which he 
hath made to his ſervants, and ſolemnly bind them 
ſelves to the practice of thoſe duties, to which their 
chriſtian profeſſion obligeth ' them. Now, it is our 
buſineſs at the Lord's Table to remember the cove- 
nant, which Gop hath made with us, and the blood : 
of Jeſus by which it was confirmed; and to rene 
our engagements to be the Lord's, over the memo- - 
: _ of his death. | e 
. Here is the ens given” wg G o 
n Gather them together unto me.“ Fhix 19 
a poetical repreſentation of the people of Iſra be- 
ing ſummoned to anſwer to the charge, which Goos 
had againſt them, for proving falſe to his covenant, 
and truſting to their ſacriſices and offerings, while- 
| they neglected the weightier matters of the law... 
But we may naturally apply the words to the cir- 
cumſtances of chriſtians ; and conſider them as a 
command from God- to his miniſters, to invite his 
Ants ta come together. This command ey are 
| F $ ee wy es” TTRn often 
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often xdireffing and enforcing. And it is painful 
to Gop's meſſengers to obſerve, that they can per- 
ſuade ſo few comparatively, to attend this ſacred: 
ſervice; and recollect and renew their covenant-en-- 
gagements by it. It is defirable that many ſhould 
be gathered together to partake of an ordinance ſo 
happily adapted to promote their edification in every 
chriſtian grace, and their confolation under the 
troubles of life. It is deſirable, that they who 

tave been joined to the church, ſhould not omit: 
any opportunity of renewing their covenant with: 
the Lord. It is defirable likewiſe, that thoſe who- 


conſcientiouſly. attend this ſervice, would ſeriouſly* | 


conſider the nature and ſolemnity of their covenant- 


tranſactions, and in every circumſtance and relation 


act in a beautiful e with them. Let this: * 

then be our care. 

Let it be thy care, 2 my ſoul !. I: 3 * | 
© honour and happineſs to be gathered with his. 


© people; and to have fellowſhip with the Father and 


© his Son Jeſus Chriſt. This is the main thing 3 
d ſource of my chief joy. 1 have alſo the 
privilege of having communion with my fellow- 
chriſtians in that ſervice.. This circumſtance makes 
it peculiarly pleaſine; much more- ſo than to eat 
' this bread and drink this. wine. in private, tho” 
in r of Chriſt,. and in the moft de- 
vout manner. I bleſs Gov, that I am gathered 
with his 3 La united to his church; and. 
that I do not live in the total or general nente 

of this ſacred inſtitution. I am willing and thank- 
ful to be laid under the moſt ſolemn engagements. | 
0 be the Lord's, and _ to recollect and re- 
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„new them. I know chat my treacherous heart 
© needs every tye, to bind it. more clofely to Go 
and its duty. I would come, deeply humbled for 
« paſt violations of my engagements, and with the 
© renewed exercifes. of | repentance and faith. . T 
would take encouragement from the gracious in- 
_ © vitations of the goſpel, to r y roof 4 confirm 
* thoſe engagements. T would to have my 
heart impreſſed with the folemn manner in which 
* the covenant was. fealed, even by the blood 'of 
« Jeſus; and to remind my ſoul at once of the 
© bonds and the bleſſings of it. I would deyoutly 
_ © praiſe the Lord for the mercies contained in the 
© everlaſting covenant, and eſpecially the promiſe of 
eternal glory. And I deſire and hope to have my 
„faith ſtrengthened, and my comfort promoted by 
_ © this fervice.. Lord, I come, to join myſelf to thee in 
a perpetuul covenant, never to be forgotten ; with a 
© believing regard to Jeſus Chriſt, the great ſacrifice, 
© here ſet forth, as crucified before my N 
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What exhortation can be more ſuitable; after tho 
tranſaction in which we have engaged, than that of 
Moſes to Iſrarl (Deut. iv. 23.) Tale heed unto your-- 
ſelves,  beft ye forget the. covthant. of the Lord your 
GOD? It may juſtly be feared, that thoſe forget 
it, who never partake. of this ordinance ; and thoſe | 
alſo, who frequently neglect an attendance: upon it. 
 'Fhoſe do in effect forget it, who do not often re- 
collect their ſolemn engagements. at this table, and 
labour to keep them continually impreſſed upon their 
hearts. 2 eſpecially * the covenant of their 
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Gop, who act inconſiſtently with: it; who- are not. 
upright, watchful and ſteadfaſt in fulfilling their en- 
gagements. Let us take heed' unto ourſelves, leſt any 
one of theſe characters ſhould be ours. We have. 

need of this caution, becauſe many ſeem to forget 
it. We are liable to forget our engagements, amidſt. 
the cares of the world, the temptations of Satan,. 


the enticements of pleaſure,, and. eſpecially. the ex- 


amples of indolence and neglect, which we ſee around 
us. Let us remember, that Gop doth not forget 
that he is ever mindful of it covenant, and: 


> perſetlly knows whether we fulfil ours. He remem- 
bers the. covenant, to beſtow upon us all the bleſ-. 


ſings comprehended in it, if we are faithful to it; 
or to execute the curſes and threatenings of it, if 


wie are unfaithful and diſobedient. Let this: then: 


be our aſſid uous care, that our hearts may be right- 
with kim, and that we may be ſteadfaſt in: his cove- 
nant. Conſider, there is a day coming, when the 
ſummons, we have been illuftrating, ſhall be ſent - 
forth. and executed by the angels, Gather my ſaints 
together. They ſhall all be gathered from all places, 
the moſt obſcure and the moſt remote; and brought 
to the preſence. of their covenant-Gon and Father, 


who will applaud. and reward their fidelity. I be- 
ſeech you therefore, Brethren' (in the apoſtle's lan- 


guage) * by the. coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by our gathering together unto him,” that you 
be ever mindful of his covenant, and pay that which. 
you have vowed. Then will you be gathered to all 
his ſaints and ſervants, and be numbered with. th 

in 1 everlaſting. Amen. 7 
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” the queen of Sheba 72 to ate! Bl ade 
be the Lord thy GO D, which delighted in thee, to: 


ſet thee on the throne of Iſrael ; becauſe the Lord © 


loved Iſrael for ever, therefore made * tler ur. 
to do judgment and Juſtice. 


Wurn the queen of Sheba came Rom the. 

ſouth to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and 
ſaw his buildings, proviſions, miniſters and ſervants,. 
ſhe made him a very eloquent: ſpeech ; and among 
other things ſhe ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord thy: 
Gop, &c.“ She acknowledgeth and praiſeth Ino 
van, as. the author of So/omon's advancement. She 
obſerves, that it was an evidence of Gov's ſpecial 
regard to him, that he was ſet on the throne of 
{jracl, Gop's peculiar people. And ſhe further 
obſerves, that it was a token of God's great and 
everlaſting love to Z/rael, that ſo. wiſe and pious a. 
prince was. ſet over them. With much. more juſtice 
may theſe words be applied to our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, whom Gon hath ' ſet as king, on his holy 
Hill Zion: And we may ſay with humble and de- 
vout praiſe, © Bleſſed be the Gop and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which delighted in him to 


| 


* | 
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make him head and king of the church. Becauſe | 
the Lord loved mankind, and was deſirous to axe: 


them for ever, therefore he made his Son king, to 
do judgment and juſtice. Let us fee how Sea 
words are applicable to Chriſt, — and what reaſon: 


we have to Bleſs Gop for io wiſe and gracious an 


appointment. 


1. The defignation or appointment of Chriſt to- 


be head and king of the church, was an evident 
inſtance of God's delight in him. Thus a great 


Honour was conferred upon the Son of Gov. It is 


an honour to be any way employed. for Gop. In: 


_ this view the work of chriſtian miniſters is honour- 
able, and it becomes them to magnify their office. 


It is an honour to the angels to be the . miniſters, 
of Gov and do tis pleaſure. But ſignal honour 


was conferred upon Chriſt, in being inveſted. with 
fo great authority, exalted to ſo extenſive a domi- | 


nion, and having all things. put under his feet. 


| This was an evidence that he loved righteouſneſs: 
and hated iniquity, that Gop thus. exalted him. 


For nothing but ſuch. a diſpoſition can give one 


national Being a real excellency and ſuperiority ' 


bove another.—A very great. truſt. was repoſed in the 


| Son of Gop:: and that ſhows Gov's approbation of 
him and delight in him: no leſs than recovering God's. 
fallen, finful creatures to their duty and allegiance 3 


promoting the glory of the great Lord of all, and 


making ſo confiderable a part of the mute nt | 


creation holy and happy. The Father loveth his Son,. 


and hath therefore given all things into his hands. — 
Again; by this appointment, the glory and jey of the 


Redeemer were advanced. 1 ſoul, brought into 


ſubjeQion 5 
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ſabjeckion to him, adds to his revenue of praiſe and! 


honour. He ſees of the travail of his ſoul and is: 


ſatisfied. This was the joy ſet bifore him: What ſu-- 
periour honour can Goy confer on any Being, than · 
to make him an inſtrument of communicating great, 

extenfive, and laſting happineſs to many others ?* 
This is making ſuch a Being, in an eminent de- 
gree, like himſelf. Chriſt hach a large ſphere of 


ſervice for the glory of Gop and the ſalvation of 


ſouls. There is joy in heuven whenever it proſ- 
pers: and when the whole redeemed are preſented 
faultleſs before the preſence of the divine glory, it 
will be to the exceeding joy of Chrift himſelf; and: 
the higheſt evidence: of Gopy's delight in; hm. . 

us further obferve, 

2. The appointment of Chrift to bd king ie 
church, is a remarkable inſtance of G0 NY. love to- 


nan. — he” loved the world, he made Jeſus: 


Chrift king, to do juftice and judgment. It was 
an evidence of Gop's love: to men, that he ap- 
pointed prophets and teachers to inſtruct and re- 
claim an ignorant, idolatrous, ſinful world. But 


in proportion to the excellency of the perſons: com- 
miſſioned to this work, will the divine love and 


grace be apparent. It is a merciful fcheme, to reſcues 


the world from ignorance, ſuperftition- and vice; to) 


eredt a ſpiritual kingdom in it; to deſtroy the works; 
of the devil, and to deliver men from the worſt 
ſlavery... But to manifeſt his Son for this purpoſe, 


was an aſtoniſhing inftance of mercy. The perſer- 
tions. of his nature, and eſpecially his moral excel - 


lencies, qualify him for this work. His example 
illuſtrates and: recommends his precepts, and he in, 
eee F1 able 
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able to beſtow every bleſſing which we can want; 


to deliver us from every thing that would hinder 
or leſſen our happineſs, and confer and continue 


every thing that will promote and ſecure it. 


How pertinent and uſeful are ſuch reflections a: 


theſe in this connection? © Did the queen of Sheba 


©. bleſs the Gon of 1/rae! for appointing Solomon to 
© be king over it? And ſhall not I ardently praiſe 
him for exalting his Son to be a Prince and a 
Saviour? I would conſider from what a. Slavery ; 
he redeems us; from ignorance, errour, and a thou- 
« ſand irregular luſts and paſſions, He -redeems us: 


© zo GOD, brings us into a ſtate of likeneſs to him 


© and friendſhip with him, He hath made effectual 
< proviſion, that we ſhall not again be enſlaved, if 


4 we will ftand faſt in our liberty. —I would further 
©. conſider, how ai and graciouſly he governs us. 
„His laws are all plain, reaſonable, wholeſome, ex- 


©. cellent ; . enforced by the moſt powerful ſanctions; 


© and gracious, allowances are made for our weak- 


©. nes and imperfection.— I would conſider alſo to. 


© what a fate of glory and happineſs he will rai/e all 

his faithful ſubjects. He will bring them to his: 
6 heavenly courts, fix them beyond the reach of 
enemies, ſorrows and dangers.; in. a ſtate of per- 


fect. holineſs and never-ending joy. How affectio- 


< nately and gratefully ſhould my ſoul magnify. the: 
Lord for this unſpeakable gift * 
The deſign of this ordinance is to bring web 


truths. as theſe to our remembrance, and keep alive 


upon our minds a quick ſenſe of our chriſtian pri- 
wileges, hopes, and conſequent obligations. . 
| tends to cheriſh and ſtrengthen gratitude for the 


bleſiſhgs 
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bleſſings of the goſpel, which is the ſureſt and beſt 
ſource of all holy obedience. Let us draw near 
and commemorate theſe bleflings. And O! may 
our hearts be filled with thankfulneſs, while we be- 
hold and partake of the memorials of divine love! 


AFTER PARTAKING. 
When the queen of Sheba had complimented So- 
| bmon on his wiſdom, proſperity, ' and the happineſs 
of his ſervants, and, praiſed Gop for making him 
king, ſhe gave him much gold, ſpices and Precious 
 flones, This was a token of her high veneration for 
him, and gratitude for the favours ſhe. had. receiv- 
ed from him. Thus, when we have been comme 
morating the goodneſs of Gop in exalting his Son 
to be the ruler and Saviour of his people, it be- 
comes us to offer our preſents to him. He requi- 
reth not, he needeth not, gold and filver and pre- 
cious ſtones. He requireth, that we yield ourſelves 
do him; that we give him oar hearts, and teſtify 
our allegiance and ſubjection, not by this ſervice 
only, but the obedience of our whole lives; that we 
ſubmit to his, government, - and. ſtudy to promote 
the intereſts of his kingdom. We have at this or- 
dinance, engaged to do ſo. This is what we can 
give; what we ought to give; what alone he will 
accept. Let us be faithful and obedient to this. 
Prince, while we truſt in this Saviour; and having 
again in effect ſworn allegiance to him, let us per- 
borm it, and. 1 his * . 1 + AR 
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the LORD, to ſerve him, and to love the name of 
th LORD, to be his forvants, every one that 
_ Tvepeth the Sabbath "op polluting it, ated Rena 
d het” evil T Wing: „ ay. holy Sete an 
male them joyful in my houſt of prayer : their burnt- 
' offerings and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon 
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HES E words are b or ſoggetting to 
1 us ſome ſuitable meditations, while attending 
upon the Lord's Supper. They deſcribe the duty 
of Goy's people under the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
and the bleſſings they were to expect from him. 
For theſe words, © the /ons ef the ſtranger refer 
to the Gentiles, whom the Jews . conſidered 
under the idea of ſtrangers. It is added, © my houſe 
hall be called an houſe of prayer, which is a ſpi- 
ritual and chriſtian" idea; not an houſe. of facri- 
fice, as the jewiſh. temple properly was. It is alſo 
ſaid to be an houſe of prayer for all people; 
not for the Jews only, but for all the Gentiles. 
. words are quoted by our bleſſed Lord, as 
an 


and felicity; and of his people, as their frien 
aſſociates. The deſign of their thus joining them 
ſelves unto the Lord is, to ſerve him; to worſhip him 
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an argument Why that court of the temple; wich » 


was allotted to the Gentiles, ſhould not have been 


profaned. This famous text then, is a clear prophe- 


cy of the call of the Gentiles into the Church of 


Chriſt. * Let us attend to this deſcription. of thoſe, 
who are the objects of the divine favour, and enti- 


| tled to the privileges and bleflings of his houſe. 


They join them/ehues to the LORD. This ſuppoſes. 


a former diſtance and alienation from him. But that 


is removed by humble repentance and returning to 
the Lok p, in that method which his word preſcribeth. 


It includes, renouncing all their idols; forſaking every 


lin, every thing contrary to the nature and will of 
Gop: a, deliberate choice of him, as their portion 


and. 


only, and in fincerity and truth; to attend to all the 
intimations of his will, and to obey all his com- 


mands. This is further expreſſed in the phraſe, zo. 
be his ſervants: not only to ſerve: him occaſionally, 


or for a while, but perpetually: to adhere to him and 


his ways, from a deep conviction, that nothing can 


be more reafonable,. important, and advantageous. 


than to hear what he ſaith, and to do it. — It is 


added, and to lie the name of the LORD. Their- 
regard to God and their ſervice of him, ariſe from: 
love, from an habitual ſenſe and grateful reliſh of his 


goodneſs, From hence chey take delight in his ſer- 


vice: they perform it, not from fear, and with 2 
ſervile . but n a ſincere and . affeftion.. 


*. By. Hurd's 8 Lincoln's Inn,, P. 276, ben. 
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They love his aame; that is, they love him, his wor- 
ſhip and his ways, and purſue his work with delight. 
It is oppoſed to narrow, ſelfiſh, mercenary views, 
which render the ſervice leſs acceptable and com- 
fortable. They eſteem it their meat and drink to 
— - | 

Another thing et from Gov? s people is, 
that they keep his ſabbath from polluting it. This is 
an eſſential character, a diſtinguiſhing mark, of good 
men. They reverence the impreſs of Gop upon 
that holy day. They. conſecrate it and ſet it a- 
part to his ſervice. They purſue no buſineſs and 
feek no pleaſure, that would be inconfiſtent with 
the holineſs of the day, and hinder their faithful 
improvement of it. Thaſe pollute the ſabbath who 
make no diſtinction between that and common days; 
who perform their uſual buſineſs upon it,” or ſpend 
it in recreations, amuſements, and unprofitable con- 
verſe. Whereas it ought to be employed in attend- 
ing publick worſhip, retiring afterward for reading, 
meditation and prayer, and converſing on religious 
ſubjects. Sabbath- ſanctification is a neceſſary qua- 
lification of God's people; and they ſpend the 
whole of it in ſuch a manner, as hath a tendency 
to improve their own ſouls, and their families, in 
knowledge and goodneſs, and train them up for 
glory. To this alſo we are in a ſolemn manner to 
bind ourſelves. Once more, 

Gop's people take hold of his covenant. They 
enter into ſerious, deliberate, ſolemn engagements 
to obſerve and keep his laws, in order to obtain 
the bleſſings which he hath promiſed; and which, 
in ſo doing, they chearfully expect. They rake . | 
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of it; which implies 2 hearty conſent to Gop's 
terms, a Chearful approbation and acceptance of 


them and delight in them. It likewiſe implies, a 


| ſteady reſolution. T hey take hold of it, as thoſe 
who are unwilling and determined not to let it go. 
They labour to be ever mindful of it, to abide by 
it and retain it, as what is neceſſary to their ſe- 


curity, repoſe and everlaſting felicity. 

* Theſe, O my ſoul, are thy duties. I. am very 
« ſenſible I ought to perform ſome of them at the 
* Lord's Table, and to bind myſelf there to perform 
the reſt every day. I' have peculiar advantages 
for doing this in an acceptable, edifying manner 


| © there, I come to recolle& and acknowledge my 
being joined to the Lord, as one of his people; 


to expreſs and cheriſh my love to him; to re- 
new my hold of his covenant, and make a freſh 


* ſurrender of myſelf to him, as my covenant-Gop. 


1 come to commemorate the death of Chriſt, 
* which was the ſeal of this covenant, and entitles 
* me and all penitent believers to the ineſtimable 
* bleſſings of it. I come to engage myſelf anew to 
© ſerve the Lord, to be his faithful, obedient, per- 

petual ſervant: to cheriſh a fincere, warm affection 
© to every thing that is divine; eſpecially to keep 


his ſabbaths, and love his ordinances, and chear- 
fully comply with every divine inſtitution. Come 
© then, O my ſoul, and again * join thyſelf to the / 


© Lord in a perpetual covenant, which ſhall never 
de rele ” 
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We have been afreſh joining ourſelves to the Lot 


to love and ſerve him, and to keep his ſabbaths. We 


have been again taking hold of his covenant, with a 
ſincere deſire to comply with its demands, and a 


chearful hope that we ſhall partake of its ineſtima- | 


ble bleflings. - And now let us comfort and encourage : 
ourſelves with abſerving and remembering what God 

hath promiſed to thoſe who do ſo. — He will. accept 
their ſervices, as he did the burnt-offerings and 
facrifices of the pious /razlites, which were offered 
upon his altar. Our ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe 
are pleaſing in his ſight. He will beſtow upon us 
the bleflings we have ſought, and i improve our gra- 
ces by the religious exerciſes in which we have en- 
gaged. There can be no better evidence that Gov 
accepts them, chan to find ourſelyes made better by 

them; more faithful, reſolute, and chearful in ſer- 


ving Gap, and doing good to our fellow creatures. 


Our religious fervices will be comfortable to  ourſelees. 8 
Gop will make his devout worſhippers Joyful in his 
Houſe of prayer. Gop's church 1 is a houſe of prayer. 
| Our great buſineſs there is to ſupplicate mercy and 
| A ſenſe of weakneſs, dependance and: - guilt, 
ff expreſſed before Gop with humility, repentance | 
and faith, will no way hinder our holy j Joy. It will 
lighten our burthens, take the load of guilt and - 
grief from the mind, and fill it with joy and. hope. 
Nothing ſo much tends at once to cheax..and. improve 
the ſpirit, as devotion ;. eſpecially the ſocial exerciſes 
of it: particularly when at the Lord's Supper, we 
| 3 death of Chriſt, by which the new | 


covenant 
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covenant is ſealed, and we are brought under the 


bonds, and entitled to the bleſſings of it. And 
let us reflect, that all this is an earneſt of ſomething 


better hereafter. , Gop will bring all his ſaints to 


| his holy mountain above, -to the heavenly Zion, the 
new Jeruſalem; ſo called, in alluſion to the place of 
the jewiſh ſolemnites. That is indeed a holy moun- 
tain. None but holy men ſhall poſſeſs it. There is 


no buſineſs, no entertainment, no delight there, but 


what is holy. Thither Gop will. bring his faithful 
ſervants out of this land of abſence and captivity; 
conducting them thro' innumerable difficulties and 


dangers, thro' legions of formidable enemies; and. 
thro'- the valley of death itſelf. Thither he will wel- 
come them, and fix them As pillars in that houſe of 
prayer, to go out no more. There will he make then 
joyful with a rational, manly, divine and everlaſting 
joy; for In his preſente there is fitneſs of joy, 


| and At His. Tight. hand eee 
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Ha ii. 7. 


— Aua I | vill fill this Jens . gle, feih the 
| | ford of . „ 


HEN the lows: were redeemed from their 

- captivity in Babylon, returned to Feru/alem, 
And N diſcouraged from rebuilding the temple 
there, by their low circumſtances and the violence 
of their enemies, the. prophet Haggai encourageth 
them, by an aſſurance, that the Meſſiah, who was 


< the defire of all nations, ſhould come into that 


temple, and that Gop would fill it with glory. 
Theſe words will ſuggeſt ſome ſuitable meditations 


on this occaſion. The glory here ſpoken of was, 


not any external ſplendour, pomp and beauty; for 
in this reſpect, the ſecond temple fell vaſtly ſhort 
of Solomon's. It muſt therefore refer to the preſence | 


f Chrift, his perſonal appearance again and again 


at the temple; which was a greater glory to it than 
any external ornaments could poſſibly be. Yet it was 
not the mere bodily preſence of Chriſt, which made 
. the ſecond temple more glorious than the firſt ; but 
the heavenly doctrine which he preached and the 
miracles which he wrought there; the pains he took 
— reſcue the divine law from the corruptions of the 
| * 
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jewiſh teachers, and eſpecially the ſpiritual bleſſings | 
which he To freely offered to all, who were willing 
to receive them. It was, in one word, the manifeſta- 


tion of the good will and mercy of Gop made by him, 


and the influences of his Spirit, which accompanied 


his preaching and miracles, to turn men from dark- 
neſs to light, and bring them to repentance, faith 


and holy obedience. This made his preſence the - 


glory of the ſecond 4emple. Now from _—_ it is 


natural to infer, | 
That the brighteſt ornament and trueſt ah of 

any place of religious worſhip, 1 is the /piritual preſence 

of Chrift in it. Or in other words, the influences ef 


his Spirit, accompanying the means of grace, to make 


them effectual for the edification and comfort of the 
ſouls of men. The plaineſt and meaneſt place of 


worſhip, in which there are the preſence of Chriſt and 


the beauty of holineſs, is far ſuperiour to the moſt 
: ſtately building, the moſt curious paintings and deco- 
rations without it. — From hence we may further in- 


fer, that the great thing we ſhould be ſolicitous about, 
as a chriſtian church, is, that we may have the ſpe- 
cial and gracious preſence of Chriſt with us, to fill 


his houſe, where we aſſemble, with lory. The evi- 


dences of this preſence are theſe. When the mem- 


bers of a chriftian charch are regular and careful i in 
attending upon all the ordinances and inſtitutions of _ 


Chriſt —When their behaviour in the houſe of Gov is 
decent, ſerious and devout.--When they worſhip the Fa- 


ther in ſpirit and in truth. — When they ſing his praiſes 


with underſtanding and lively devotion.—When their 
attention to divine truths is fixed and their affections 
en gaged. — When they _ their whole ſouls fi- 
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led with a ſenſe of the important dofrines and fats, 


which they contemplate, and entirely bowed to the 
authority of thoſe laws which they hear explained and 
enforced, — Particularly, when at the Lord's Table, 
their thoughts are fixed. upon the ſufferings and love | 


of Chriſt, and their grateful affections excited to- 


wards him, who hath loved them and given himſelf 
for them, and when their ſouls are filled with love 
to all their fellow-chriſtians. — It ſhould be our 


earneſt prayer, my Brethren, that this may he more 


and more the charaQer/ and honour of the church to 


which we ſtand related: That we may ſee and feel 
more of the power and glory of Gos in his ſanctuary, 
and may each of us be a glory to it. We have en- 

couragement to hope, that this will be the caſe with 


us, ſince Chriſt hath promiſed to be with his mini- 
ters and churches alzways. to the end of Ilie aborld. He 
hath promiſed that his Spirit ſhall abide with, them 
for ever, and that I, lere wer two or three are ga- 
thered together 3 in his name, he will be in the midſt - 
of them.” — © I rejoice, let us each ſay, i in theſe graci- 


dus promiſes, and am thankful Far them. It ſhall ; 


© be my Care, by a reyerent, ſerious, devout behavi- 
our in his houſe, and a holy, Juſt, and unblameable 
conduct everywhere elſe, to invite his preſence. 


© T,would be.continually ſolicitous to avoid every thing 


of ok would be likely to deprive me of that preſence, 


1 rob me of m my brighteſt glory, the only valuable 
0 


glory of the houſe of Gop, I would be thankful 


; for this ordinance, Where I have ſome peculiar ad- 
5 vantages for having my thoughts directed to Chri t, 


« and fixed upon him. I ſee him here evidently ſet 
: . 4e en, * my eyes. The pony 
Which 


Ab: MEDITATIONS. 1 123 


Which I, and my N enjoy by his 
« death, are fo great and ſo valuable, ſo numerous and 
« ſo laſting, that, if I know any thing of their worth, 
and contemplate them with a, devout ſpirit,” he 
| © cannot but be the defire of my eyes, and the object 
© of my ſincere veneration and love. Here I have 

« peculiar encouragement to expect his ſpecial pre- 


« ſence, and to ſee his glory. This is what I ardent- 


y wiſh and pray for. Nor do I wiſh it for myſelf 
alone, but for all my fellow-chriſtians ; ; eſpecially 


n thoſe, who may aſſemble with me in his houſe, 
© and Join with me in this act of gratitude and alle- 


« giance. May he fill his houſe with his glory, by 


« filling all our hearts, with joy and peace in beliey- * 


uM ing, | ſtrengthening and confirming our reſolutions 

for his ſervice, and making this ordinance the 
means of promoting our progreſs in holineſs, and 
our meetneſs for che Oy we 1 


0 
Ar TER PARTAKING. 


3 How  aniable are thy tabernacles, 0 Lo of 
Hoſts!” faith the devout pſalmiſt. I hope this is 
often our language, when we are going to the houſe 

of Gop, when we are engaged in the ſervices-of i it, 

and when we are returned from it. We have reafon 
to uſe this language with peculiar -pleaſure and gra- 


+  titude, after we have been at the Lord's Supper. 


Hath Gop this day filled his houſe with glory? 
| Have we found ſuch compeſure of thought, ſuch joy 
in devout meditation, while we have been comme- 
morating the death of Chriſt; and ſuch warm reſo- 
lutions for all holy obedience, as are the conſequence 
and reſult of his preſence with us? Our ſouls ſhould 
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magnify the grace of Gov, who granteth us ſach 

invaluable favours. Let us ftrive to cheriſh the good 
impreſſions upon our hearts, and ſhow in our whole 
_ converſation, that we have not enjoyed the Preſence - 
of Chriſt, and received the grace of Gop in vain. 
Let us, ſo behave, that He may be with us in our 
*F amily-worſhip, and in .our ſecret devotions; that 
our houſes and our cloſets may be filled with glow: 

Yea, that his grace may always be with our ſpirits, 
to enlighten, purify, and elevate them more and more. 
To encourage us to ſeek further manifeſtations of his 
preſence and grace, and excite us moſt carefully to avoid 


every thing that would deprive us of ſuch a blefling, . 


let us frequently direct our views to Gop*s houſe above; 
to the heavenly temple, where Jeſus Chriſt perſonally 
dwelleth, and diſplayeth his brighteſt glories. Let us 
contemplate that nobler ſcene of worſhip and enjoy- 
ment, where all his ſaints ſhall be with him, to be- 
hold his glory; where they ſhall ſerve him and ſee 
his face, and reign for ever. Let the hope of being 
joined to that bleſſed ſociety, engage us to purify 
ourſelves as Chriſt is pure; that when he ſhall ap- 
pear, we may be like him, ſeeing him as bei „ 
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MEDITATION xxU. 


* 


| i ii. 20. 


* 


ie life which 1 now live in the fleſh, 7 live 


by the faith of the ſon of G OD, Sole love me, 
and gave himſelf for me. TS 


T HEY who have experienced the - fanfifying Tr 
effects of the goſpel upon their own hearts 


(which I hope is the caſe of all who approach the 
Lord's Table) will not wonder, that I recommend 


to them a conſtant care to maintain the exerciſes 


of faith in Chriſt, and to live daily under the in- 
fluence of that ſacred principle. It is ſuitable to 
the character and office” of a miniſter of Chriſt; and 


| ſuitable to the deſign of that ordinance. Indeed a 


better wiſh can ſcarcely be formed for you, than 
that you may be able in ſincerity to adopt theſe 
words of the apoſtle. Let us meditate — on his tem- 
per and conduct, as living by the faith of Chriſt,- 
and — the reaſons which led him ſo to live. 

1. Let us conſider what the apoſtle means, * 
he ſpeaks of living by the faith of the ſon of GOD: 
- © Now this plainly ſuppoſeth one leading, funda-- 

mental act of faith, by which the ſoul is com- 
mitted to Chriſt. An awakened finner, being ap- 
prehenſive of his miſery and danger, of his need 
of ſuch a Saviour as Chriſt; being ſenſible of his 


: power and grace, and e defirous of ſalvation 


r 
| s goſpel 
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goſpel concerning Chriſt ; puts his ſoul under his 
protection, and ſeeks ſanctification and ſalvation 
thro' him. But the expreſſion of living by the faith 
of the ſon of GOD, implies what is the habitual 
temper of his ſoul; the continual exerciſe of faith, 
conſequent upon that ſolemn tranſaction at the firſt 
. converſion of a ſinner. The true chriſtian daily 
renews his views of Jeſus. Chriſt, and lives in the 
' exerciſe of that faith which centers. in him. He 
8 regards him as the object of his confidence — his 
atoning ſacrifice thro*; whom. he obtains pardon; - 
as his advocate with the Father; —as the guardian 


of his moſt important intereſts;—as his head of 


influence, from whom all his ſpiritual wants are 
. ſupplied. —He hath. a continued. regard to Chriſt, 
as his example and lord, the object of his imitation 
and obedience, This is conſequent. upon 4. true 
faith; or rather an eſſential branch of it. The 
chriſtian habitually regards Chriſt as his teacher, 
pattern, and governour ; ; whoſe inſtructions he is to 
| ſtudy, whoſe ſteps. he is. to follow, and whoſe laws 
he is to obey. He heartily conſents that Chriſt 
ſhould ſtand in theſe relations to him; and it is his 
deſire and care to act ſuitably to them. In ſhort, 
his whole life is conducted by the influence of 
faith. This high and noble principle actuates the 
chriſtian e This is agreeable to what the 
1 apoſtle commands, Whatever ye do in word or 
in deed, do all in the name of our Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt.” And it is agreeable to the apoſtle's own - 
experience, I live by the faith of the ſon of Gov. 
23. Let us conſider the reaſons which led the apoſtle 
thus to live, or the nents here. ſuggeſted. to diſ- 


poſe | 
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poſe us to ſuch a life, — Perhaps one may be included 
in that phraſe, in the fleſh.” We are in fleſh; we dwell 
in mortal bodies. The preſent ſtate is a ſtate of im- 


8 perfection and temptation, of affliction and mortaſi- 


ty. Now the beſt ſupport under theſe evils is faith: 
faith in a merciful high prieſt, who knows our frame, 


who is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, - 


and will make his grace fufficient; who hath the 


keys of death, and is gone to prepare heavenly 


manſions for us. What is better adapted to encou- 
rage us under our imperfections, ſtrengthen us under 
our temptations, comfort us under our afflictions, 


and reconcile us to the views of death? — But there | 


is a ftronger argument contained in what follows, 


namely, that Chrif hwed us; and that to ſuch 'a 


degree, that he gave himſelf up to ſhame and” tor- 
ture and death for us, This is what faith chiefly 


fixeth upon. And this is both an obligation and 


an encouragement to live by faith. — It is an li- 
gation to ſuch a life. For Chriſt by his death hath 
purchaſed à peculiar right to our truſt, homage and 
obedience. And he who feels the love of Chriſt in 
his heart, will not be unmindful of his conſtant 


concern with him, and will never negle& te live 


to him. — It is alſo an encouragement to live by 


faith. Did Chriſt give himſelf for me? Surely 
© he will not be diſpleaſed, that I fix the confidence | 
of my ſoul upon him, and feek daily ſupplies - 


of grace and ftrength thro* his hands. He will 
not caſt me out, when I come to him. He will 
not diſappoint me in thoſe hopes of ſalvation, 
which he hath raiſed and confirmed by his death 
and reſ urrection; and is confirming to me daily 
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by his —_ and ordinances.* The Inſtitution now) 
before us is of ſignal uſe to promote and cheriſh 
this life of faith. Here (will the chriſtian ſay) 
* I ſee the ſon of man lifted up. Here, as I am 
in the fleſh, are ſenſible ſigns to fix my atten- 
tion, to aſſiſt my devout meditation, and help 
* my faith. Here I ſee, in the moſt ſtriking point 
of view, how, Chriſt loved me and gave himſelf 
for me. I am ſenſible that my immediate buſi- 
* neſs at this ordinance is to remember Chriſt; to 
remind my ſoul of his death, and of my immenſe 
obligations to him, for his great love in giving 
* himſelf a ranſom for me. I am well pleaſed with _ 
and thankful for an Inſtitution, which calls to 

my remembrance, and tends to impreſs more 5 
* ly upon my heart, the claim which he hath to 
my perpetual regard; to a whole life of gratitude 
and affection, of obedience and zeal. Here thoſe 
© views of Chriſt which are adapted to preſerve 
© and increaſe my faith, are ſet before my mind, 
© and will, I hope, leave ſtrong and laſting impreſ- 
* fions of my obligations to my affectionate Savi- 
our, my dying Lord, _ engage me to 8 8 and 
4 die to him.“ 5 


ArrER Paxra kino. 


We have been, I hope, gratefully and devoutly 
remembering Jeſus Chriſt, who loved us and gave 
himſelf for us. And it ſhould be our concern eve- 
ry day, to retain and ſtrengthen that remembrance; | 
to reflect often and. very ſeriouſly on what he hath 
done for us, and what a dependance we have upon 


him. Did we live more. by . 5 


So MEMTATIONS wg 
of Gop, we ſhould feel a more ardent love to the 
bleſſed God, for this unſpeakable gift, this method. 
of ſalvation. We ſhould be more ſerious and lively 
in all the duties of religion; more indifferent to 
this vain world; more circumſpect and holy in all. 
our converſation; more uſeful in our ſtations; more 
charitable and benevolent to our fellow-chriſtians, 
and more comfortable in our own ſouls. Let me 
in this connection ſolemnly caution you againſt an 
errour, too common among chriſtians, eſpecially in 
the preſent age; namely, imagining that they have 
little to do immediately with our Lord jeſus Chriſt. 
| He is to be the object of our conſtant regard, eſpe- 
cially as our teacher, propitiation, and advocate 
with the Father; and as our ſtrength, thro' whom 
we can do all things. Let us endeavour to live- 
more by that principle, which animated the great 
_ apoſtle to all his labours and ſufferings, and made 
him ſo bright an example of the moſt eminent vir- 
tue and goodneſs, To this faith he aſcribed all his 
attainments in piety, holineſs and benevolence; his: 
ſuperiority. to all the allurements and terrors of the 
world; his ardent zeal to ſave ſouls, and his rea- 
dineſs to ſuffer affliction, perfecution. and death, in 
the cauſe of his great maſter. And let us daily 
pray for a ſupply of the Spirit of Jeſus Chrift, to 


attract our hearts to him, and to fix our views 


upon him. And may Chriſt dwell in our hearts by 
faith; and may this faith be a principle of ſincere 


T obedience, a ſource of perpetual conſolation; and 


an aſſurance and earneſt of our complete felicity 
in —_ ever with the Lord! 
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305 he LORD, 0 my pins and all that is EW | 
me, bleſs. his holy name. — Bleſs the LORD, 2 my 
foul, and forget nat all his benefits. 8 


HE Lord's 3 hath been called by ſeve- 
ral names. By the ancient chriſtians among 
the Greeks, it was called the Euchariſt, or the, thanks- 
giving; becauſe our Lord, when he inſtituted it, 
gave thanks to his Father; and chriſtians, when they 
partakg”of it, join in a ſolemn act of thankſgiving 
to Gop for the bleſſings repreſented and confirmed 
by it. There is no diſpoſition more proper at that 
ordinance, than a grateful one : none better ſuited 
to its nature, or more likely to. make it comforta- 
ble to us, while we partake of it, and of greater 
advantage to us in the courſe of our lives. Let 
me therefore now exhort you to adopt the devout 
and grateful language of David in the words be- 
fore us; where he calls upon his ſoul, and all that 
- ewas within him, all his powers and affections, o 
; bleſs the holy name of the LORD. I would ſuggeſt f 
a few thoughts to aſſiſt your meditation and excite 
yu 1 at this ordinance. „„ 
© Bleſs 


1b. 33. WBDraT ens. „ 


love to the ſinful children of men: that while 
© he paſſed by thoſe nobler Beings, the angels that. _ 
7 fell; he had compaſſion on a world of mortal men, FE 
who lay in wickedneſs. Behold the goodneſs and 
_ © ſeverity of Gop: to them, awful, but righteous 


 * ſoul, for ſending his glorious Goſpel to this part 
"i the world ; formerly a dark and brutiſh part; 


_ * dregs of the human ſpecies. That he hath con- 


our exiſtence to begin in a happy land, and in 
the happieſt period of time, which that land 


nations, ſtrangers to Chriſt and his bleſſimgs and: 
+ ordinances, eating the- ſacrifices of the dead, 
_ * feaſting at the Table, and drinking the cup of” 


* our love, and to quicken us to all holy obedi-- 


= * before our eyes; which giveth. the aſſurance of 


5 'QO Po V — ²˙ . 


© Bleſs the Lon pb, O my ſoul, for his pity and 


* ſeverity : to us, undeſerved goodneſs, It might 
have been juſt the Teverſe : goodneſs- to them, 
and juſt ſeverity to us.——Bleſs the Lon D, O my 


* an inhoſpitable and barbarous nation; defpiſed by 
the Romans and other civilized: nations, as the 


* tinued this | Goſpel amongſt us, and appointed 


© ever knew. That we are not like the heathen: 


* Dzmons, and defiling ourſelves with cruel and | 
< inhuman ſacrifices. — Bleſs' the Loxp, O my foul, 
for this ordinance, and liberty and ability to at- 
tend upon it and join in it: an ordinance, ad- 
mirably fitted to help our devotion, to enflame 


o 


ence: an ordinance, in which we fee that ever-- 
laſting covenant ſealed and ratified, as it were, 


pardon, peace, and eternal life to every humble 
« penitent believer. — Bleſs the Loxp, that ſuch an 
3 ordinance was inſtituted ; that it hath. been tranſ- 
"2 ME. 5 5 "mitted | 
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mitted down to us, and not loſt in ſo mapy ages of 
darkneſs, tumult and contention. Let us bleſs 


him that we enjoy it in its purity: that it is 


not turned into an idolatrous ſervice, nor repre- 


ſented to us as a charm, or an indulgence for 


the neglect of our duty.——Bleſs the Logp, - O 
my ſoul, for the publich liberty, which thou and 
thy fellow-ſubjes are favoured with: that thou 

canſt, by the laws of our country, and under the 


protection of our governours, celebrate this ordi- 
nance in our ſolemn aſſemblies, without fear of 


death, impriſonment or fine. Bleſs the Logo, that 


thy lot is caſt in peaceful times, in which thou 


eanſt go te the Houſe and Table of the Lord, 
and perform the ſervices of both, in that manner 


which ſeems to thee moſt agreeable to the primi- 


tive inſtitution, none making thee afraid. ———Bleſs 


the Loxp, O my ſoul, that no domeftick calamity, 
no painful afflition, confines me from this ordi- 
nance: that I do not look upon it with con- 
tempt, or even "indifference, and live m the neg- 
le& of it, as too many do: that I do not omit ' 
my attendance upon it, when providence gives me 
an opportunity of . obeying this command of my 
divine maſter. Bleſs the Lorp, that I have, as 
Ezra. expreſieth it, a nail in Gop's holy place;“ 


my lot among his ſervants and people, and eſteem 


it my great Privilege and honour, as well as du- 
ty, to walk in all his ordinances, as far as may 
be, blameleſs,——Bleſs the Lon p, O my ſoul, 


that I do not come to this ordinance with the 


terrors of a ſlave; that my heart is not filled 


« would 


| with * » ſucpicion - or tormenting fear, which 
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- acknowledge it before GoD with real OD 
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« would deprive me of all the pleaſure and advan- 
« tage of an attendance upon it: that I can attend 
it with the affection, dutifulneſs, hope and joy of 


a grateful and obedient child. Or, tho? I ſhould, 
19 « thro' a miſtaken notion of the ordinance or of my 


* own character and ſtate, „„ 


fear, yet there is ſufficient ground to hope for 


acceptance, if my heart is right with Gop; if 1 
« ſincerely deſire to yield myſelf to him, and to walk | 
as becometh the goſpel.” I muſt add, 

Let us bleſs the Loxy with all that is within us, 


for thoſe that join with us in this ſervice: that we © 
meet ſo many of our brethren. and chriſtian friends 
at this Table, joining in the ſame act of homage 
ſelf-dedication, love and hope. Let us bleſs — 

Lox d, that he adgdeth to his church ſuch as ſhall be 


ſaved. That we can look with pleaſure on any 


young chriſtians, coming to fill up their father's 
| places ; entering into their ſervices and labours, and 


joining themſelves to the Loxp in a perpetual co- 
venant never to be forgotten. How delightful a 


| ſight to all the real friends of Chriſt and religion ! 


And what an encouragement doth it give them to 
hope and believe, that he will fill have a ſeed to 


ſerve him, in the place where we have ſo often re- 


membered and celebrated his love, and had reaſon 
to ſay, It is good to be here!“ 

Theſe are the benefits which we ſhould recolle& 
and celebrate at this ordinance, And if there be 


any thing particularly merciful in our private cir- 


cumſtances and connections, or in the ſtate and 
frame of our own ſouls, it will be proper to 


And 
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And we ſhould conſider it as a further obligation 
upon us to be the Lord's; and devote all our pow- 
ers, abilities, and enjoyments to his fervice. Let us 


enlarge upon theſe particulars in our private medi- 
tation, while we are engaged in that ſervice, and 


join heartily in a ſolemn thankſgiving to Gop for 


all his benefits, Wp he for Chriſt, n Kar rg 
_ oi 2 
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We read (1 Kings viii. 66.) that after Solomon aac 1 
all Iſrael had held a feaſt before the Lord, their 
Gov, when the people were diſmiſſed, © they went 
unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodneſs that the Lord had done for David his ſervant, 
and for IsRAEL his people.” They traced up all their 
national and religious privileges to Gop, as the 
author of them. They conſidered them as: the ef- 
fects and difplays of his goodneſs. That "goodneſs 
they had thankfully acknowledged by their facrifi- 
ces and their praiſes. And they went home with 
joyfulneſs and gladneſs, under a grateful ſenſe of 
the favours, which had been beſtowed upon them. 
This ſuggeſts to us our duty, after we have been 


keeping this feaſt to the Lord, and celebrating his 


manifold favours vouchſafed to us. We ought to 
carry away with us a thankful, devout ſenſe of his 
| goodneſs, and to cheriſh and manifeſt religious gra- 
titude and joy continually. If we are truly ſenfi- 
ble of our obligations to him for his invaluable 
and innumerable benegts, we ſhall not reſt in a 
bare acknowledgement of them, but ſhall enquire, 
8 * — we render to > the Lord for all his mer- 
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| cies ?? We ſhall be careful and ſolicitous never to- 


affront, neglect, or even forget, that friend, to whoſe 


compaſſion and love we are ſo highly obliged; that 
Gob, who hath given us his dear Son; ſo many 


valuable favours contained in that one; and will, 
with him and thro? him, give us all things needful 

and deſirable for us. Let us ever bear this upon our 
minds, that it is our duty to render to the Lord ac- 


cording to the benefits we have received. Let us 


be ſolicitous, and ſtrive earneſtly to do ſo. This 
will ſupport and increaſe our joy in the Lord, and 


give us ſome lively foretaſte of that eternal glory, 
in which all the divine benefits are deſigned to ter- 


| minate, and which will be the — Data of 
our 1 8 


% 
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Isa1aH xxv. 6. 


ed in this mountain Rall Fl LORD of Hoſts nok unto 
all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on 
the lies; of fat things full of marrow, of Wines on 
the lies well , 


HE S E words afford us a ſuitable fubjed for 

our meditation at the Lord's Supper. For 

they evidently refer to, and are a prophecy of, the 

bleflings of the goſpel and the gracious provi.n 
which Gov, our indulgent Father, hath made by 

| Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſupport and conſolation of his 
people. Our Lord repreſents the privileges and com- 
forts of the goſpel under the ſame image; as a feaſt, 

a marriage-feaſt ; particularly one, which a great 


king made for the marriage of his ſon, and invited 
the gueſts to partake of his oxen and fatlings, and 


other dainties, which he had prepared. (Matt. xxii. 
1. &c.) Let us dwell a little on this beautiful de- 
ſcription, and may Gop enable us to draw inſtruc- 


tion and conſolation from it! In this mountain, i. e. 


mount Sion, which repreſents the goſpel- church, or 
the ſtate into which chriſtians are now- brought, this 
ſeaſt is made. = 
| | The 
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The * of it is the Lord of Hoſts : the infinite | 
and eternal IEHOVAU, who is poſſeſſed of unlimited 


power over all creatures, maketh what uſe of them 


lc pleaſeth, and is able to ſatisfy the largeſt deſires 
of his ſervants. He makes a feaſt for them, not like 
Alaſuerus, to diſplay his magnificence and the glo- 
rious majeſty of his kingdom, but to diſplay his 

bounty and goodneſs, his tender pity and love 
for ſtarving, periſhing ſouls. Jeſus is the maſter 


of the feaſt, - who prefides over the entertainment, 


ſits down, as it were, with the gueſts, to make 
them welcome, and to diſtribute the favours, which 


divine bounty hath - prepared. —Let us attend to 


the matter or provifion of tlie fraſt. It is here 
deſcribetl by thoſe ſupplies for the body, which were 


reckoned moſt valuable and delicious among the 


jewiſh page fat things full 'of marrow, wine on 
tne lees well refined, that had ſtood long on the lees, 
vas grown ſtrong, and then well-refined from the 
dregs, This intimates, that the entertainment which 
Gop hath provided for his ſervants, is the beſt of 
the kind, the moſt valuable dainties The expreſſion | 
of a feaſt intimates, the abundance and variety of 
the proviſion made; ſuited to the - grandeur and 


| dignity of the founder of it, and his kindneſs to 


his gueſts. . Now all this refers to the ordinances,. 


privileges and promiſes. of the goſpel; to 'our ad- 


mittance into Gop's family; to the pardon. of ſin, 
peace and reconciliation with Gop: more eſpecially- 
to the influences of the Spirit, and thoſe aſſiſtances, 
conſolations and hopes, which he communicates to 


Tue believers; 5 all of which are to end in everlaſt-. : 
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ing life and happineſs. The Lord's Supper natu- 
rally conveys the idea of a feaſt. It ſets before us 
thoſe bleſſings, as in a rich variety, and under the 
moſt affecting emblems. It repreſents them, as ſuf- 
_ ficient to ſupply the neceſſities, and ſatisfy the defires 
of our ſouls. By a ſerious approach to this ordi- 
nance, we may hope to have the love of GOD. ſhed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and to have 
our love and zeal, our hope and joy increaſed, and 
onr reſolutions for the ſervice of Gop eſtabliſhed. — 
This feaſt is abundantly more excellent than com- 
mon entertainments. It is a feaſt for the /oul ; pure 
and reſined, nouriſhing the divine life, and ſtrength- 
ening every grace. Here is no danger of exceſs. We 
may fred ourſelves without fear, which to do, in an 
entertainment for the body, is repreſented 'by St. 
Jude as the character and mark of worthleſs and 
abandoned finners; and in all caſes it is pernicious 
| both to body and mind. To this feaſt” all are 
"Sudiond. Gon ſends his invitation, not as men do, 
to the rich and the great, or their relations and 
friends alone; but' to the poor, the lame, and the 
blind, to thoſe who have been enemies and rebels. 
It is a feaſt, as the prophet obſerves, for all people; 
Gentiles as well as Jews; the poor as well as the 
rich. The Lord of Hoſts invites them to come. Yea, 
be commands his miniſters, by all perſuaſive argu- 
ments, to compe/ them to come in, that his houſe 
may be filled with gueſts. What his ſervants here 
partake of, tho? excellent and delightful in itſelf, is 
but an earneſt of ſomething better; a N of 
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« I would now draw near to this feaſt of love, with 
_ * the. higheſt reverence, the deepeſt gratitude, and 
Oh the moſt fervent love to the founder of it, I would. 
come with holy joy in Gop and in the Redeemer ; 
and, according to the divine command, Keep lit 
© ſolemn feaſts auith gladneſs. I am ſenſible that a 
« fearful dejected ſpirit, would be an affront to his 
kind condeſcenſion, and to his plentiful. and ex- 
© cellent proviſion. I know that a gloomy counte- 
< nance would be uncivil to my fellow -chriſtians, 
© who are gueſts with me at the divine banquet, It 
may tend to diſcourage thoſe, who are younger, 
and in ſome. reſpects, weaker than. myfelf ; and 
* eſpecially thoſe, who may. not yet have joined in 
2 ordinance, but. may be ſpectators of our man- 
< ner of receiving it. I would endeavour to baniſh 
* all the fears, ſorrows and cares of my mind, from 
© a place and a ſervice conſecrated to God, to re- 
© ligion and to joy. I deſire and labour to approach 
this ſacred feaſt, having on the ; wedding-garment 3 = 
_ © that is, with fixed attention, with a ſpiritual ap- 
petite and longing defire ; with deep: humility, 
© firm faith, ardent love, and. chearful hope. I, have ; 
_ © been, labouring and praying, that theſe. ſeveral 2 ; 
graces may be in lively exerciſe, at this. fęaſt· of | 
© love. -I hope I feel in my. heart, and. deſire. to- 
- feel more of, a. pure and. fervent affection to all 
© my chriſtian brethren, who ave gueſts with me at 
the heavenly banquet, and alike partakers of my 
« father's love. It is my deſire and concern, that nl 
my ſoul may be nouriſhed and ſtrengthened by it; 14 
that I may grow thereby, and, be fitted for all the 12 
duties, ſervices, and ſufferings of. future life. But, 
© as | 
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as man liveth not by bread alone, but by the 
word of Gov,” or that bleſſing which he com- 
mandeth on our proviſion, I have already in fin- 
cerity ſought. his aſſiſtance? and would heartily join 
my fellow-chriſtians in devout addrefſes to him, 
that he would, according to his promiſe, * bleſs 
the proviſions of his houſe,” d ſatisfy * our N 

with the bread of life.” Bega = 25 
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ArrER PARTAKING. 


We read in the hiſtory of Eljah, that which he 
was travelling thro' the wilderneſs, Gop made him 
' 2 miraculous feaſt, A cake and water were provided 
for him, and we are told (1 Kings xix. 8.) that "= 
aroſe and did eat and drink, and went in the firength 
F that meat to Horeb tie mount of GOD. This 
paſſage may ſuggeſt ſome uſeful inſtruction to us. 
The true end of eating and drinking ſhould be, to 
fit us for the duties of life, and ſtrengthen us for 
the ſervige of Gop. - And all the nouriſhment, and 
vigour we derive from our food, ſhould be faithfully 
employed for him. In like manner, the ſpiritual 


20H proviſion, of which we have now been partaking, 


was intended, and is adapted, to ftrengthen us for 
our chriſtian work, for our journey thro” this wilder- 
neſs. It becomes us to lift up our feet in the ways 
of Gop, and proceed vigorouſly and chearfully, in 
the ſtrength we derive from this ſervice. Let us 
gird up the loins of our minds, and reſolutely and 


_  <hearfully ſpring forward to all the duties, difficul- 


ties, and ſufferings of life. Keep rhe mount of 
GOD, the heavenly hill, always in your eye, a 
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be atis preſſing on towards it; taking your 
directions and encouragements from the word of 
Cob, which endureth for ever, and will make you 
wiſe to everlaſting ſalvation, Be continually look- 
ing to Jeſus for grace and ſtrength ſufficient for you. 
Then will you at length ſafely and comfortably ar- 
rive at the heavenly mountain, and fit down with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
and ſaints, at the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb. 
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15 2 Cn eLEL xv. 2 5 1 "ny 
ad; all Juden rejoiced at the oath : fur hey had buen 
with all their heart, and ſought him with their whole 


Aare, and he was found of them: and the 20 


ane them reſt rownd about, 


and his goſpel ; to ſhow that we are Cyriſtiuns, which 
no other religious at ſo properly and' effeQually 
proves. It is our intention likewiſe to conſecrate our- 


ſelves again to the ſervice of Go D, through his Son 


Jeſus Chriſt, and to renew our ſolemn engagements 
to walk worthy of the gofpel, which we profeſs. 
It is proper that we ſhoull on that occaſion, be re- 
minded, with what temper this tranſaction ſhould be 
performed, and this memorial of the love of Chriſt 
and of our obligations, celebrated. The paſſage 
now before us, from the Old Teſtament hiſtory, 

may give us ſome aſſiſtance. on this point, and fur- 
niſh us with ſome encouragement in what we are 
doing. The people of Judah, under 4/a their king, 
had obtained a glorious victory over their enemies; 
and by the direction and encouragement of Axarial 
the prophet, had put away their idolatry, and renew- 

ed their ſolemn engagements to ſerve the Gov of 
: > * _ and be faithful in obſerving his law. 


E approach the Table of the Lord to 1 | 
a publick profeſſion of our faith in Chriſt 


"_ 
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tered into covenant to ſeek the Lord Gop of their 


fathers, with all their heart and ſoul, and ſolemnly 
ſwore to be faithful to this covenant. Then the 
| hiſtorian tells us that they rejoiced in the oath, and 


gives us the reaſon, why they did ſo. Obſerve, 
1. The /olemn engagement into which they entered, 
and the temper» they manifeſted therein. They 


of Gop-: nothing but what his law required. 


comprehending the whole of religion, and eſpecially 
all the duties of piety. They engaged to pray to 
God, to give thanks to him, and to ſerve him only; 
to maintain continued / communion with him in the 
publick and private exerciſes of devotion: to enquire 
after him, to ftudy and learn his will, to cleave to 


they /awore to do this, that is, they in the preſence of 
God ſolemnly profeſſed themſelves obliged to do it; 
declaring that they expected no favour and bleſſing 


tered into this engagement with great fincerity and 
with great chearfulneſs. — With great ſincerity. They 
ought Gov with their avkole defire. Their ſouls 
were intent upon what they were about, and entirely 
 Zevoted to him. They ſwore with all their hearts, 
without any diſſembling, or ſecret reſerve in favour of 
any idol, any ſin.— And they did it with chearfulneſs 
and joy. They ſwore to the Lord with a Ian voice 
(v. 14.) with ſhouting and the found of muſical in- 
iruments. They were not unn to own their 


relation 


143 
After they had offered a large ſacrifice, they en- 


bound themſelves to nothing new: nothing but 
what they were previouſly obliged to, as the 2 7 70 


was to /eek the Lord God of their fathers: a SY | 


him and obey all his laws and inſtitutions.— And ä 


from him, if they negleQed it. — Further, they en- 


— 
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relation to him, and their engagements to. be his 
ſervants. They were neither aſhamed nor afraid 
.. that all about them ſhould know, what they be- 
lieved, profeſſed and vowed. They all rejoiced in 
the oath; not looking upon it as a grievous bur- 
then; not eſteeming the work, - which they were to 
" petthem for Gov, a taſk and a drudgery, | but a 
moſt reaſonable and delightful ſervice. Each rejoi- 
ced that he was more firmly than ever bound to 
the Lord; and they rejoiced to ſee their brethren 
engaged in the ſame glorious cauſe, * e 
1 mote the ſame ſolemn vo-wW s. 
With ſuch a temper as this ſhould we give up | 
en to the Lord. This ordinance is à ſacra- 
ment, or a religiout aath, by which we devote our- 
ſelves to Gop thro* Chriſt, and profeſs ſubjection, 
allegiance, and obedience to him. We are before 
bound to theſe, as reaſonable creatures, and as 
chriſtians. But by taking upon us theſe engage- 
ments in a publick ſolemn manner, we do a publick 
honour to Gop and the Redeemer. We bear an 
open teſtimony to the reaſonableneſs, equity and 
goodneſs of his precepts. We ſtrengthen our con- 
viction of the obligations we are under to obedi- 
ence, and. lay in a. freſh ſecurity againſt our many 
temptations to apoſtac y, backſliding and declenfion 
in religion. This important ſervice we are to per- 
form ſincerely and chearfully, <vith all our hearti,' 
and with our whole defire + ſincerely, as thoſe who 
have to do with Gop, © whoſe eyes-behold, and his 

_ eye-lids try the children of men, who loveth righ- 
teouſneſs and beholdeth the upright alone with 


delight.“ 7 likewiſe we. are to do chearfully; 
e without 


„ we 
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without force or any conftraint ; 3 pleaſed to obey 
the command of Jeſus our Lord, and to give every 
proof of our love and devotedneſs to him, who hath 
bought us with his blood, and hath an  inconteſtible 


right to our affection, ſerrice, * obedience. Let : 


us conſider, 


„ et ns 3 


— The Lord wwas found of them—He heard their pray- 
ers, and granted their deſires. He accepted their 


ſervices, and the ſurrender which they had 'made 


of themſelves to him. He gave them ſome ſenſible 


tokens of his favour; perhaps by conſuming their 
ſacrifices with fire from heaven; an uſual ſign of his 


approbation of ſuch offerings. By the ſecret work- 


ing of his Spirit upon their hearts, he filled them 
with peace, hope and joy.— It is added, He gave 
them reft round about ; ſecured them from the attempts 
of their enemies, and eſtabliſhed their national peace. 

Now if we with ſincerity and chearfulneſs, again 
devote ourſelves to Gop and his ſervice, we have 


the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that he. will be found of -us - 


that he, will accept our bodies and ſouls, as living 
ſacrifices preſented to him. He will grant us the 
influences of his Spirit, to confirm our pious pur- 


poſes, and aſſiſt us in the execution of them. He 
will favour us with ſuch proſperity in our chriſtian 


work and warfare, as will be the beſt reward of 
our uprightneſs and fidelity. He will likewiſe give 
us reſt, We are not indeed under' a temporal co- 
venant, as the {/raelites were. Therefore a conti- 
nued reſt from publick enemies is not to be ex- 
pected, except the general character of the nation 
was pious and 4. Nor will he give us entire 

3 . 
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-reſt from the attacks and moleſtations of ſpiritual 
.enemies; for by them the Lord trieth and conkir- 
meth the .righteous. But he will aſſiſt us in our 


conflicts with them, bruiſe Satan under our feet, | 


and make us more than conquerors. We ſhall haue 
reſt and peace .in Chriſt, and be filled with joy and 
hope in believing thro' the power of the Holy Ghok. 
He will at length bring us to that 2e aich re- 
mainetli ta, the people of GO D, where there will, be 
no enemy, temptation or alarm, but perfect, unin- 
terrupted peace and everlaſting joy. Let us then 
draw near with true hearts, and the fall aſſurance 
of faith. Let us renew our. engagement to be the 
Lord's, with all our heart, and ſeek him with our 
whole deſire; and we may e chat he will 
be found of us. 


Ar r ER. PARTAKI K Ge... 7, 


We have been commemorating the death of brit, 
the great ſacrifice; profeſſing before Gon, that we 
are his ſervants, and reminding our ſouls of the 
obligations and engagements we are under to be 
| -wholly. and for ever his. Let me then addreſs you 
in the words of the pſalmiſt, (1 Chron. xvi. 15.) 
Be ye ever mindful of his Coverant. Having given 
| a freſh pledge and aſfurance of your fidelity and 

obedience, be careful to © hold faſt the profeſſion of 
pour faith without wavering.” Labour to behave like 
thoſe, who are under the ſolemn obligations of the 
everlaſting covenant, and who. know. and experience 
its firm ſupport and divine conſolations. Gop hath 
for our encouragement been pleaſed to enter into 


engagements with us, and permitted and invited 
N Le 1 - . 
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us to join ourſelves to him in a perpetual cove- 


nant, never to be forgotten. Let us remember, 


that he will ever be mitidful of bis promiſes. and 
that he obſerveth and remembereth how .we = 


ours. Let us imitate God, and be faithful to 


Shall any of us act as ———— | 
we had done? As if we were deſirous to be ſet 
| free from our engagements, or to be tolerated in 

the violation of them? Shall we act, as if. we 


thought the blood of the covenant an unholy thing ? 
Shall we falſify our word, renounce what we profeſs 
to eſteem all our ſalvation, and declare to be all 
our deſire? Gop forbid ! Let us ſhow a becoming 
truſt, a full confidence in our! covenant«Gop, in 
every cireumſtanco of lie d death; and be faith-' 
ful to the end. Then ſhall we have reaſon to 
Herr 4 thi "darker to--rejoice in it amidſt all the 
afftictions and forrows of life, and under the | 
tacks of death itſelf.- For we are aſſured 
covenant he will not break, nor alter 
which hath gone out of his lips.” We fl 
eternal reaſon to acknowledge, that not 
word hath failed of all that the Lord c 
hath promiſed to do for his people. 
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(Unto you firſt, GOD having raifed up his fon 2 


Jient him to Bleſs you, in Wu away hag one. of 
| you rw his Ws 5 Ft: 


\'T. Fwy is in theſe words 8 the Jes. 
| He had informed them of ſeveral important 
Particulars concerning the condemnation, death and 
reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He had called 
upon them to ,repent and be converted; encouraging 
them by an aſſurance of pardon. He had reminded 
them of the covenant which Gop made with their 
fathers, in which he promiſed the Meſſiah, in whom | 
they were to be bleſſed. And then he adds, that 
unto them firſi, GOD had fent Jeſus, Kc. Here 

are ſeveral important particulars, which deſerve our 
conſideration, eſpecially at the Lord's Supper. Gos 
raiſed up his ſon Feſus. He was the ſon of Gop in 

a peculiar ſenſe; the only begotten of the Father; 
ſo as no other Being could be. And he was raiſed 
up, from the ſeed of Abraham, and out of the fa- 
mily of David, according to the fleſh, as the jewiſh 

prophets foretold. He was employed as the meſ- 
ſenger of his father's. will, and ſent by him into 
the . The were __ up, ae to ſome 

| inter- 
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was ſent to bleſs men. A moſt kind and me | 
deſign! Not to condemn the world as it deſerved; - 
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interpreters, may refer to his being raiſed from the 


dead, tho? it is not the word generally uſed for 


that event in the New Teſtament. After he had 


been crucified and ſlain, Gop raiſed him from the 


dead, and thereby declared him to be his Son, the 


Redeemer and Saviour of the world. — Further 


al 


but to bleſs it: to confer ineſtimable favours upon 
men, and to make all his faithful diſciples truly 


and eternally happy. He preached the goſpel of 
| ſalvation himſelf, and offered the moſt valuable bleſ- 


ſings to a ſinful world. He preached it by his Spirit, 


inſpiring the holy apoſtles; and that Spirit was com- 
municated to the church, as a moſt important and 


deſirable mercy. Jeſus is ſent likewiſe to «s. We 
are favoured with his word, with the. meſſages of | 
| ſalvation, with the. labours of his miniſters, with his 
noly ordinances; and thus we are bleſſed with ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt-:Jeſus, — © 
But he was fr ſent. to the Jeaut. To yon firſt. The 


goſpel was, by Chriſt's expreſs command, preached 


_ firſt at Feru/alem- by the apoſtles. It was neceſſary, - 


as St. Paul told the Jews at Antioch, . that the: word 
of Gop- ſhould have been fir /poken- to them. It 
was offered by the - apoſtles firſt to the Jews, in every 


place where they came. It was ſurprizing grace that 


it ſhould be offered to the Jews at all, who had re- 
jected, blaſphemed and killed the Lord Jeſus, and 
perſecuted his diſciples with the greateſt rage and 


bitterneſs; eſpecially that it ſhould be ſent to them 
Frſt. But this was wiſely ordered on many arcounts; 


as it fulfilled their - ancient prophecies, — as they- 
H 3. E were 
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were the beſt judges of ſome of the 'evidendie: es- f 
duced, for it, — as they were deſcended mfg 
holy patriarchs, with whom the covenant of grate 
- was made; — eſpecially as, by being firſt offered to 
them, encouragement is afforded to the n bf 
gers to receive and embrace it. ; 
The. grand deſign of our Redeemer's WER, 
his death and reſurteRion, was to tum men from 
_ their iniquities; or as the 'words may be rendered, 
to bleſs cuery one that turneth from his. iniquity. -'To 
de turned from the love and. practice of fin bs a 
great blefling. To be turned from ow 6wn. iniquity, 
from the ſin that eaſily beſets: us, is better than the 
greateſt abundance of earthly comforts... Alt other 
bleſlings are conmected with ws. Oommunion with 
 Gop, peace of conſcience, conſolation under afe- 
tion, and the hopes of glory, are all founded: en 
our being pardohed and fanRified. Theſe ave" bleſ- 
fings, in Which all true chtiſtians ate intereſted. 
To turn every- em of you. Not ene foul can be 
bleſſed, that is not turned from. iniquity ;; and every 
ſoul that is turned, ſhall inherit the bleſſing. Every 
real chriſtian. is deſirous to have- his iniquities fad- 
dued, to hate and avoid every fin. 80 that if we 
could fuppoſe, that dne was to be allowed an er- 
emption from this change, and to be tolerated in 
che practice of his iniquities, he would at 'otice ay, 
© Lord, 1 would not be chat one. 1 ſhould think 
fuck an iudulgenee the greateſt exlamity ; for I al- 
Tread know what an evil and bitter thing Kin 4s.” 
Let es rejeiee in this, that the goſpel is deſigned 
nd adapted to free men em che. dominion. of nn 


s. 
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and that our Lord was called Jeſus, becauſe he was 


10 ſave his people from. their fins. , 


The Lord's Supper is a means by which Nag 


| dues the iniquity of his people: both as it is a 
repreſentatien of his death, and a memorial of the 


covenant of grace ſealed with hie blood. — It is a 


repreſentation - of the death and ſufferings of Chritt. 
Me ſee the ſon of Gon dying fer our fins, and our 


iniquities laid upon him. What can be mere na- 5 


tural and reaſonable than ſuch a reflection as this? 


Shall I have any thirfy more to do with ſin? Did 
it pleaſe the Bord to bruiſe his Son, and make 
his ſoul an offering for ſm? And ſhall I be fond 


of ſo evil a thing? Shall I harbour and careſs the 


© murderer of my Lord, and indulge what will be 
-* bitterneſs in the end? 


Here we commemorate 
the ſacrifice- which. Chriſt offered for ſin, and by 
which the influences of che Spirit were obtained, to 


aſſiſt us in turning from every iniquity, — Further, 


the Lord's Supper is a memorial. of the .covenant of + 
grace confirmed by, the blood of Chriſt, We re 
member that death which ſealed the covenant, or 
grant of bleſſings, with which Gon hath favoured us. 
Hence we derive a-lively hope of pardoning mercy 


and afliſting grace. We profeſs to tenounce all fin 


and to accept ſalvation upon golpel-terms. We 


make no exception for our own "iniquity, We de- 


fire, no indulgence for any favourite, any long-che- | 
riſhed luſt, We reſolve to level our attempts prin- 
cipally againſt that, and to turn from it with 


abhorrence. Our language, I hope is this, Lord, 


©] can, truly ſay, that it is my deſire to have every 
e from every iniquity. 1 
5 1%. have 
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have found this ordinance in former inſtances, the 
means of increaſing my deteſtation of that which : 
< is evil. I hope this attendance upon it will im- 
© prove the conqueſt, which I have already obtained 
© over the power of fin, and that by freſh views of 
| * a, crucified Saviour, I ſhall gain further dominion 
« over this inbred, this inveterate enemy ; and greater 
ſtrength and courage and ſucceſs in reſiſting 
_ © temptation, and obeying the whole will of God,” 


ArrER PARTAKING.. 


| When we have been commemoratin g the death of 
Chriſt, and recollecting the great deſign of it, name- 
ly, to turn men from their iniquities, we cannot 
expreſs ourſelves in- more proper terms, and form 
a better reſolution, than Fob did, (ch. xxxiv. 32.) 
What I ſee not, teach thou me; wherein I have done 
iniquity, I will do no more. To confirm ſuch a 
reſolution, let us keep this idea of fin always in 
our minds; that it was the cauſe of our Lord's 
death. How odious were the characters of Judas 

of Caiaplas and Pilate, who were the inſtruments 
of his death! How infamous would it have been 


for any chriſtiau to have formed a friendſhip with 


either of them! And is it leſs ſo, to be confederate 
with ſin? to nouriſh ſuch a viper in our boſom, and 
not oppoſe and cruſh it with all our might? You 
may judge of your intereſt in Chriſt, and title to 
the bleſſings he hath purchaſed for his people, by 
the reliſh you have for this truth, that he came to 

turn. men from their iniquities. If you do not reckon 
this a moſt important and delightful truth; if you 
do. not heartily. reſolve -to. do no more iniquity ; if 
A a n 3 5 a | vou. 
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you do not labour daily, and with all your might 
to ſubdue and mortify every fin; you have no part 
in theſe bleflings.., But if you do ſo, if you are 
made free from ſin and become the ſervants of 
righteouſneſs, and have your fruit unto holineſs, be 
aſſured that the end will be everlaſting life. Jeſus 
will bleſs you yet further in this world, with all 
needful grace and conſolation, and at length be- 
ſtow upon you that beef bleſüngs, even life for 


. eee | 
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. an they liel cams. out of gr oat elle. 


2 tion, and have waſhed their. robec, 7 "—_ them: 
1 white in the. blood of the. Land. a 


HEN we ſee others ſuffering 1 — . 

fliction, or are ſuffering it ourſelves, it is a: 
pleaſure- to think, that there is a. fiiture-ſtate: that 
good men when they die, do not loſe- their exiſ- 
tence, but are conveyed to a better world, in which 
their pollutions ſhall all be- removed, and no tribu- 
lation ſhall ever approach them. 80 great is the 


glory then to be conferred upon unworthy creatures, 


that St. John, when he had. a viſion of it, might 
naturally aſk. with ſome ſurprize, Nia: are theſe 
which. are arrayed" in aulit nobes, and whence came 


they ? The. angel informs the apoſtle; that they 
came out of great tribulation, and had. waſhed' their 
robes, and made. them, white in the- blood ef the Lamb. 
_ Chriſtians: owe- their future happineſs to the. ſuffer-. 


ings and: death of Chriff; Such expreſſions .are not 
deſigned, to exclude his active obedience,. his obſer- 


. vance of the moral law and perfect compliance with 
every part of the will of Gop. The. whole: of his 
conduct was. pleaſing to the Fathei and by his. 
obedience as well as by his ſufferings we are made 
righteous. But when we conſider. how much is ſaid 


of his ſuffering and dying, of our being juſtified 


and ſaved by his death, it; ſeems evidently to im- 


* 


port, 
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port, that peculiar ftreſt is laid upon this; boch 


as the moſt ſignal a&'-of obedience, and as a real 
facrifice, or propitiation for the fins of the world. 
1. We have here an ateount of che /afficiency and 
efficacy. of his ſacrifice and atonement. Chriſtians are 
at preſent juſtified by his blood: that is, brought 
into a ſtate of ' favour” and privilege. They are 
entitled to pardon, affiſtance and conſolation,” upon 
| their compliance with the terms of his goſpel. But 
6 the efficacy of his ſacrifice-extendeth further. By means 
e» dit holy fouls are advanced to che heavenly world; 
der he hath obtained erern - redtmption for them. 
. The blood of bulls: and goats only cleanſed from 
jw. legal, ceremonial, external pollution. It did not 
remove moral guilt. It exempted tranſgreſſors of 
the law from temporal puniſhment, thfeatened by 
Jrnovan, as the God of 1/rart- and their king; 
not from his diſpteafare,” av the righteous governour © 
of the univerſe; for in both theſe reſpects he was to 
be conſidered... But the blood of Jeſus Chriſt elean- - 
ſeth from all fin. He faves the chief of ſinners, . - 
upon their repentance and faith, from the puniſh- - 
ment, guilt and dominion. of fin, and conducts them 
to a ſtate of everlaſting purity and joy. Further, 
2. The words intimate that the be of men ſtand 
in need of this blood to purify them and fit them 
for glory. The perſons here ſpoken of came out of 
_ great tribulagjon.. They had ſuffered much aflition 
and perſecull, but they maintained their integri- 
ty. Their virtues were mote valuable in themſelves 
and held in higher eſtimation by their gracious. - 
lord and judge, than the virtues of thoſe who had 
an eaſier paſſage thro? life : for they brought more 
35 b ; — 
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Honour to Chriſt, and did more ſervice to his religion. 


Some of theſe. diſtinguiſhed- perſonages had died 
martyrs for him, and ſealed his truth with their 


blood. Vet it is not faid, they made their robes 
white in their own blood, but in that of the Lamb, 


They humbly acknowledged themſelves unprofitable - 
ſervants. They relied on his atonement and. inter- 


ceſſion for their pardon, acceptance and :falvation 3 
and ſo obtained. theſe invaluable. bleſſings. Nay it 


is not ſaid that ſome of them were ſaved in this 
method, but all of them; the pureſt, as well as 
thoſe who had been moſt. polluted: thoſe who had 


done moſt for the. Redeemer?s ſervice and glory, as 


well as. others. All are. redeemed and. ſaved by 
the precious blood of Chriſt, as a lamb. without. 
blemiſh; and all arg accepted in the Beloved. | 


How, thankful ſhould we, my Brethren, be: fat 


the tidings of a Redeemer ! How precious ſhould: 


he be to our ſouls! To have procured glory for- 


«ſuch a ſinner as I: am, at any. rate, would have 


rendered him the worthy object of my gratitude 
and love. But to procure it. at fo expenſive. a 
rate, by his own blood, this is love ſurpaſſing 


human love, ſurpaſſing knowledge. I would ce-- 
„ lebrate and magnify it. T would adore the wiſ- 

dom which contrived this moſt wonderful and 
„ gracious ſcheme. I would pay my higheſt honours | 


and praiſes to the bleſſed Gop, whg' ſubjected. 
his Son. to pain, and ſhame. and dem. He did: 
«this; that an honourable way might be made for 


my obtaining pardon and peace now, and being 
* brought into the poſſeſſion. of this dignity and fe- 
<, rn En * not * dependance be . 


dhe 
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© the blood of the Lamb, as the dependance of theſe 
glorified ſaints. was? I muſt not, I dare not expect 
« ſalvation thro* the merit of my own obedience,. 
© or as a reward which my works have deſerved... 
« Alas! I have reaſon to be overwhelmed with 
terror, under a. ſenſe of pollution, guilt and un- 
« worthineſs. If Gop were to lay open to me the 
records of my own conſcience, and particularly 
« ſet my fins in order before me from the records 
© of his omniſcience, nothing but terror- and deſpair 
© would ſeize me. But I am accepted, and hope 
- © to join this. illuftrious band of conquerors, thro? 
_ © the worthineſs and grace of the captain of my 
« ſalvation. T hope I am willing, . pleaſed and thank - 
ful to receive mercy. in this way. I chearfully 
= ſubmit to the terms, which my moſt indulgent 
father hath. propoſed. This will tend to keep me 
humble, to endear unto me the bleflings I want, 
and excite my moſt fervent gratitude for that —_— 
which beſtoweth them“. 
| Under the influence of theſe PE IDEN and with 
| theſe diſpoſitions, let us approach the ſacred table. 
Our hearts, it is to be hoped, are. purged from 
allowed fin, and an evil conſcience. Our lives are 


unblameable, and honourable to our profeſſion; and 


our reſolutions for improvement and. perſeverance in 
religion ſincere and firm. Here the Lamb of Gop 
is (et forth before our eyes crucified” among us. We 
behold the of the covenant, which the Lord 
our Gop maketh with us, and chearfully conſent 
to all the demands of it. We ſee the tokens and 
pledges of pardon and peace and ſalvation. Let us 
Eaw. Near. with gratitude and ſanctity of heart, to 

| celebrate 
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celebrate and adore that love, to which we owe all. 
that we have, and all that we expect. 


ArTER PARTAEING: 


| When Solomon had been deſcribing the ancertain- 
ty of all things here below, the | near 
of death, and its breaking-off all the buſinefs x74 
| ſchemes of the preſent life, he fays, (Eocl. ix. 8.) 
Let thy garments be always. white. Endeavour to 
live as eaſily and pleaſantly, and as free: from 
anxiety, as thou canſt. For. white garments were 
| wſed by the Eaſterns, at ſeaſons of victory, joy 
and feſtivity. This advice is very proper to be 
attended to by us, after. the view we have been 
taking of the grace of Gop and our Saviour, and 
of the ineftimable bleſſings reſerved for us in the 
future ſtate; and when. we have been renewing and 
confirming our reſolutions for his ſervice. Ler thy. 
garments be always white : that is, live comfortably 
and chearfully. Let every day. be a feftiwal' to 
thee, Let thy whole conduct ſhow, that thy Gov 
daily furniſheth thee with. a ſource of conſolation: 
and pleaſure. Endeavour always to wear a chear- 
ful aſpet and to rejoice evermore. Labour to 
keep a clear conſcience; and to live near to Gov; 
and ſo inward peace and ſolid hope will be feeu- 
red and maintained... Let the proſpect of heavenly 
glory, as. obtained by the blood of Chriſt, animate 
the chriſtian to rejoice evermore, even in tri- 
hulation, and in death itſelf. Uabelieving fears 
will ſometimes be ready to ariſe. He may ſind it 
difficult to believe, that he ſhall ever partake of a 
* ſo gat and — ſo far above his. 
| deſerts, | 


> 
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deſerts. But 4 he conſiders it as obtained fon 
him thro' the ſufferings of the Lamb, in conſequence 


of the wife and gracious: 4 of his Gon- 


and Father, this helps his: unbelief, and. raiſeth. 


him above his fears. Heaven ia not a flate- 
too glorious. and excellent to be expected, when- 
conſidered in this light. How willing ſhould the- 


chriſtian be to leave this world, where. he is daily: 


contracting freſh ſpots, amidſt all his care and watch 


fulneſo, and to enter on / a ſtate of everlaſting pu-- 


rity! If the holy ſouls, who came out of great 
tribulation; were enabled: to- conquer death, when: 
it approached: them in its- moſt: terrible form, how 
unreaſonnble is it for. us to ſtart back. at its milder- 
approaches We ſhould rather. be ready to wel- 


come its ſharpeſt pains, as opening our way to Gon- 
and Chriſt, and eternal glory. Let - us. often be 


looking. within the. vail; taking a proſpect of the 


| heavenly. world; and. its. bleſſed” inhabitants, and 


obſerving thoſe in particular who have come out 
of great tribulatiom. E're long we ſhall know its 


| happineſsz, not as now,, by a diſtant proſpedt, and 


by ideas taken from earthly princes. and. conque- 
rors, whieh ſtrike our mind at preſent with plea- 


ſurable ſenſations; but in a clear- and fall manner. 


There let as have our converſation. Let our hearts 
and affections be much above. And in the proſpect 


of this glory and. dignity, let us often ſay now, as 


we ſhall at Þngth join with that great multitude 
in ſaying, Unto him that lived ns and' waſhed" us 
from our fins in his owh blood, amd hath made us 


lings and prigſis unto GOD even. his Father, unte 


* at ab dc ana: Amen. 
| N n 
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Jeſus Ae 47 aid unto him, If a a man Db me, 
he ewill keep my words: and my Father will low 
him, and we well come unts him , and male our abedt 
evith him.” FA | | ai 198 


HIS jo che tres; which our Lord returns 
ed to one of his apoſtles, who aſked him, 
Lord, how is it, that thou wilt manifeft thyſelf unto 


us and not to the aur? Is not thine to be a 
publick appearance? To this Chriſt anſwers, chat 


whoſoever truly loveth him, will keep his words; 


and the confequence of this will be, that the 
Father will love him, and both Father and Son 
will come and make their . wich him. Now 
here we are taught, 1 

1. How our love to Chrif is to- be nel 


and manifeſted. He will keep ny .avords, It is na- 


tural to ſuppoſe, that one whoſe character was fo 
ſpotleſs and amiable as that of Chriſt, and who was 
fo great a friend and benefactor to- mankind, would 
be at leaſt eſteemed by all, who hearlſof him; and 


chat many would profeſs to love him. But he Puts 
the ſincerity of that profeſſion on this plain evi- 


dence, he auill keep my words, He will be defirous 


to. _—_ Tam * „ examine and ſtudy 
£5 ; | them; 
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mem; and receive them with meek ſubmiſſion” of 


ſoul. He will retain them in his memory and his 
heart, and often reflect upon them. He will always 
act from a reverence to my authority, and with 
a humble ſubmiſſion to my commands. Where 


real love to Chriſt is, obedience will naturally fol- 


low. This will be a commanding, conſtraining 


principle. The very thought, this is Chriſt's 
word; this is my Saviour's command,” will be 


enough to engage the obedience of every chriftian, 
who loveth him. He will need no- other motive 
to a chearful obſervance of every facred injunction. 


2. We have here the happy ee of this love, 
conſidered as a principle of obedience. My Father 
avill lobe him, and we will come and dwell with 


hin. — Gov will love the obedient” chriſtian. To 


be beloved of Gop is the higheſt happineſs 'we 


can attain. It includes every thing great, and good, 


and 'defirable, It is amazing condeſcenſion and 
| grace, that the almighty, ſelf-ſufficient and eternal 


Father, ſhould love a mean, finful worm; whoſe 


love to him is ſo weak at the beſt, and whoſe obe- 


dience is ſo imperfe& and defective. But this he 
will do; and love him in ſuch a manner as to be- 


come his invariable friend. He will love, not mere- 


ly the moſt eminent ſaints, but every ſincere lover 


a Chriſt, < What a conſolation is this to me? 
may the chriſtian ſay. Let men cenſute and light 


me; yea let all the rage of earth and hell be 
* united againſt me; if Gop loveth me, it is enough. 


Nothing can hurt me; nothing can ſeparate me 


from his love. Nothing can prevent my complete 
f happineſs, '— Our _— adds, aue will" come ante 


— 
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him. Both I and my Father. They win come to 
him by the communication of the Holy Spirit, to 
enlighten his mind, to enliven his graces, to help 
his infirmities, to aſſiſt him in meditation, prayer, 
and thankſgiving, and in the performance of every 
duty; to clear up his evidences and fill him with 
Joy and peace. Bleſſed Jeſus! I long for ſuch 
_ © gracious viſits. Welcome indeed wilt then and 
thy Father be to my ſoul. There is nothing ! 
« delire. more than this difplay of the divine love, 
It is added further, Ve will wake our abode 
_ evith him; dwell ſtatedly with him: mot as a ta- 
veller, who turneth aſide to tarry for a night, but 
_ continually, and with complacency, as at home. 
This crowns all; as it denotes a conſtant fellow-- 
ſhip; a regular; ſpiritual, delightful correſpondence. 
And have we not experienced ſomething of this, 
my Fellow-Chriſtians? Had not Gop been with 
us, we had drooped and periſhed long ago; or have 
continued in that unſertled, formal ſtate of reli- 
Zion, in which we have the grief to ſee ſo man 
others continue. Or we ſhould ſo far have loſt our firſt 
love, as to neglect. this ſacred ordinance, om which 
we now attend with pleaſure, We hope and be- 
e, rr pp Baca ee ever, We are ready 
| 10 ſay, Lord, they were happy whom thou didi 
«< mica in the days ef thy fleſh. How , ſhould ve 
* have rejoiced in ſuch an hohour, have ever loved 
the houſe in which we had ſeen thee, the room 
* in which we had converſed wich thee!” - But. 
. Chriſt would have anſwered, as he did the women 
who ſaid, Bleſſed is the womb that bare thee, 
Tea i., Bled ure they that hear the _ 
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O D de ig. Let this be our care. Then 
Vill he dwell with us. And, Lord, if thou dwel- 


< leſt Wich me, it matters little where and wich 
« whom I dwell. Thy preſence and love will make 
< up the want of human friendſhip in its ſiveeteſt 
© endearments. Lord, I am. now going to this or- 

« dinance, thou knoweſt, with a heart that truly 


loves thee, and in obedience to thy own: command. 


Jam approaching it with a deſire, purpoſe and 


4 © reſolution, ' not only to know, but to Lr thy 


word. May I there experience that thou urt 
with me, and may my love to thee pe - cheriſhed. 
and ſtrengthened, by the views I am to take of 


7 8 kindneſs and yes to N 


Arn PARTAEPNG. | 
80 Paul concludes his. epiſtle to the Epbefians 


with theſe remarkable words, Grace be with all them. 
that | love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity; Amen: 


Who have a real uncorrupted love to him; a love 
which continues conſtant, fo as not te be. corrupted. 
by any of the allurements of the world and the 


fleſh; by any temptations to which we may be ex- 
poſed. With ſuch perſons grace ſhall be; that is, the- 


divine favour, and all the bleſſings which reſult from 
it. In the aſſurance of this, take the utmoſt pains to 


continue in Chriſt's love, and keep his words. To him 
carefully devote your time, your abilities, your ſub- 
ſtance. Daily and fervently pray for larger com- 


munications of his Jove- to your ſouls. Guard con- 
tinually againſt every thing, that. would weaken 
this principle in you; eſpecially an inordinate, un- 
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when we ſhall know him better, get nearer" to him, 
ſee him as he is, and have nothing to divert our 
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and ſolicitude about any worldly iced; and 1 im- 


patience and diſcontent- under the evils of the pre- 
ſent ſtate, Let us look and long for the time, 


affection from him. There we ſhall. find that af. 


fection continually increaſing, - as our acquaintance 
with him increaſeth, and as we receive more direct 
and delightful communications from him. He will 


abide with: us for ever, and we ſhall dwell with 


. him and his Datos: in fan's mary pere w hon 
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— hus faith the Lord, 1 remember ES the lindueſi 
| of thy youth, 45 love of thine eſpouſals —— . 


HE 8 E * immediately relate to the caſe. 
of the Iſraelites. It is common with the pro- 
phets w addreſs the whole nation as one perſon ; 
and as a perſon paſling 1 ro' the ſeveral ages and 
periods of life. But this paſſage is very applicable 
to the caſe of chriſtians; eſpecially thoſe, who have 


in their youth, made a ſerious and ſolemn dedica- 


ion of themſelves to Gop, particularly by joining 
in the Lord's Supper. And here we may obſerve 
— the view given us of ſuch a dedication to G0 
and of the pleaſing remembrance WAN. Gov hath | 
of it. Let us obſerve, | 


The view here given us of a ſolemn 4 - 
to 605. and entering into covenant with him. | 


Ir is called their e/pox/als. This expreſſion hath a 
particular reference to the awful manner in which 
the law was given to 1/rael at mount Sinai. There 
Gob avouched himſelf for their Gop, and they 
avouched themſelves for his people, and declared, 

* all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay unto us, we 
will do and be obedient.” En was their eſpouſals 

n 8 to 


" == SACRAMENTAL . 4% 


to Gov. In conſequence of this contract, diſobedience 
to his law, and eſpecially idolatry, is repreſented as 
adultery, a breach of the marriage-covenant. The 
dedication of a ſoul to Gos thro' Chriſt, according to 
the nature and deſign of the chriſtian covenant, may 
very properly be thus deſcribed. For it is a 
contract founded in love. The foul is under the 
influence of a ſupreme love to Gop, a high eſteem 
of his infinite exellencies, and a grateful ſenſe of 
his innumerable benefits. This contract conſiſts of 
mutual, unalterable engagements. The ſoul Ziveth | 
Itſelf to the Lord ; z entereth into covenant to be 
| wholly devoted to his ſervice and intereft, and to 
admit no rival with hing The great God avou- 
cheth ſuch a ſoul for his; and promiſeth to be its 
Gov, its father, portion and happineſs. — "This 
_ covenant, like the marriage-covenant, is never to be 
diſſolved. It is, in the prophet's language. a perpe· 
tua] covenant, never to be forgotten. St. Paul yſeth 
the ſame figure, when he tells the Corinthians, * 
Cor. xi. a.) I have eſpouſed you to one huſtang, that 

I may preſent you as a chafte virgin to Chrift. 


2. The words intimate, the pleafing nen 
Which Gop hath of an early dedication to on 
J remember the kindneſ+ of thy youth. | 


When young perſons ſet out well, Fe a fin- 
cere and ſolemn offer of their hearts and ſervices 
to the Lord, he is. pleaſed -with it, and graciouſly 
reckons it a. moſt acceptable preſent. What renders 
it ſo acceptable is, that it ariſeth from gend and 
noble principles; a ſerious remembrance. of their cre- 

ator, a juſt and grateful ſenſe of their obligations 


early to ſerve him, they are likely to become emi- 
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to him, and dependance upon bim. It is indeed 
but an act of juſtice, giving him his due; yet he is 
pleaſed to eſteem it an att of kindugſt. He accepts 
it in youth as double kindneſs. eee ff 
two reaſons; — Becauſe in youth the affections axe 
moſt warm and lively. Young perſons are- capable 
of doing him more and better ſervice, than thoſe in 


nent chriſtians, and of greater uſefulneſs in their 
generation than others. — He is likewiſe peculiarly 
pleaſed with it, becauſe it is rare and uncommon. 
There are fe in their youthful days, who are willing 


to become eſpouſed to the Lord. They are wedded 
to. the cares or pleaſures. of life, and deſpiſe the 


maxims of heavenly. wiſdom. They are loth to 


tome under the reſtraints of the goſpel, tho? moſt 


reaſonable and ſalutary. They chuſe to. follow. cub 
tom and faſhion, and to walk in the way of their 


hearts, and the ſight. of their eyes. To {ee young 


perſons joining themſelves to the Lord; publicly 
profeſſing devotedneſa and ſubjection to him, in this 


ſeaſon of temptation and hazard, is a fight pleaſing 
to Gop himſelf. And it is pleaſant to all theſa, 
who have a real concern for the ſupport of religion. 


_ Gor wilt ſhow his kind remembrance of this early 
dedication, by the moſt valuable tokens of his fa- 
vour in this world, and if they. perſevere to the 


end, by conferring diſtinguiſhing glory upon them 
in that which is to come. 


Non may we not hence infer, that this is. a. pow- 
erful motive to young perſons. to yield themſelves 
to Gop? To enter into Wk aaa 3 
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28 a publick evidence, that they are and will be the 
Lord's. For what can be more deſirable than to be 


approved and accepted of Gop? What harm can 


| the ſneers and reproaches of irreligious men do to 


us, while we have this teſtimony, that we pleaſe / 
Gop? — May we not further obſerve, that Gap ' 


takes peculiar | pleaſure in remembering the early 
piety and continued fidelity of his aged ſervants? 
They have great encouragement to hope, yea may 


be fully aſſured, that having taught them from their 


youth, and enabled them to continue upon the 


Whole faithful to him, he will never forſake them, 


but carry on his good work in them, and keep 


them by! his mighty power thro” faith unto ſalvation. 
Let it be further obſerved, that young perſons 


Who have been inclined and enabled to devote 
themſelves to Gop, ſhould be very thankful, and 
encourage themſelves in the Lord their Gop. They 
-ſhould be thankful for the goodneſs, which permits 
and invites to ſuch a dedication ; for the grace 
which hath enabled them to break | thro* many 
temptations and diſcouragements to the contrary. 
Let young chriſtians remember, that he is not un- 
_ righteous to forget the kindneſs and love, which 
they are manifeſting at this ordinance. You may 


comfortably plead this early dedication to him in 


your prayers, as an {encouragement to hope for the 
aſſiſtance of his grace and Spirit, and that your ſtrength 
ſhall be equal to your day and trial. If you con- 
tinue faithful, Gop will remember you for good.— 
Have any of us forgotten our eſpouſals to Gov, 
and left our firſt love? Let his goodneſs humble us 


for our ingratitude, and ſhame us out of a diſpo- 
ſition 
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had revolted. 


| „I © r foal} ib wt 
member thy eſpouſals to Gop, to recollect then 


with pleaſure, and at the ſame time with deep 


© humility that thou haſt. not acted more conſiſ- 


« tently with them. Nevertheleſs, be encouraged by 
© this gracious declaration, ſeriouſly to renew the 


© acknowledgment, that thou art and wilt be his. 
I muſt not forget, and if I attend this ordinance 
© with a thoughtful mind, I cannot forget, that 
© all my ſolemn tranſaQions with Gop,. ate to be 
carried on in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, ' and with 
* a humble chearful dependance upon him. All 
© the bleſlings which I expect from the moſt high, 


come to me thro' his hands. May I be engag 


that ineſtimable mercy, again to preſent my body 
is my reaſonable ſervice * 


Ar rz . 1 
suffer the word of exhortation, my rellow-Chriſi- 


ans; that you remember the goodneſs and loving- 
| Kindneſs of the Lord, and all the obligations and 
engagements you are under to be his. Endeavour 
to maintain à quick and habitual ſenſe of chem. 
This will be a powerful incentive to the practice of 
every duty, and a ftrong guard againſt the influence 


of every temptation. Let theſe ſacred bonds to Gop 
and the Redeemer which you are under, hold you 
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ſition fo baſe and dangerous. For Gov urgeth this 


thought in the words we have been conſidering, as 
a motive to Jrael to return o him from whom IP | 


by the mercies of Gop, and eſpecially by Chri „ 


a living ſacrifice, holy, ana to Gon, er : 
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cloſe to your duty. We have need often to remind 
ourſelves of them. We ought to ſuffer no ſaera- 
mental opportunity to paſs, without making this 
publick acknowledgment, that we are, .and will be, 
the Lord's. We ought to ſuffer no day to pals, 
without recollecting and devoutly acknowledging 
before Gop, that we are eſpouſed to him, as his 
devoted, faithful ſervants. It ſhould give us pecu- 
liar pleaſure to ſee young ſouls thus joining them- 
Telves to the Lord; for their own ſakes, as their 
improvement in piety, and their happineſs ſo much . 
depend upon it. We ſhould alſo rejoice in it, as 
giving us the moſt encouraging hope, that when 
our aged friends are arrived ſafe at heaven, Chriſt 
will. ſtill have a ſeed to ſerve Wit, which ſhall be 
accounted to him for a generation; whom he will 
| own, and favour, and bleſs, as as eſpouſed to him. 
The kindneſs of their youth will afford them abun- 
ant ſatisfaction ' in the review, and tend to make 
them ſteady in religion, fruitful in every good 
work, and eminent for uſefulneſs in the church, 
But let me exhort them to go forth in the ftrength 
of the Lord. Remember, young Chriſtians, that 
humility, watchfulneſs and prayer, are your beſt, 
your only ſecurity againſt leaving your firſt love. 
Theſe will be your ſureſt preſervative againſt the 
force of temptation, and the means to make you 
eminently uſeful and honourable in the church and 
World. And let us all join to magnify the Lord, 
who taketh pleaſure in the increaſe of his church, 
and in the proſperity of all his ſervants. | 
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MEDITATION XXX. 


1 ii. 710. 


thee 4 crown of life. 


H A T more proper words can I „ 
to you, my Fellow-Chriſtians, as the ſub. 


ject of your meditation at the Lord's Supper, than 


this animating addreſs of our divine leader? In 
which he - enjoins — a moſt important 7 


| urgeth it by a moſt forcible motive. 


1. Let us attend to the important duty here en- 
joined. Be thou faithful unto death, We are com- 


manded to be faithful, and faithful unto death. — 


We are to be faithful. This comprehends the 
whole of our chriſtian work and warfare, But it 
more eſpecially relates to our duty, as the called 
and choſen /oldiers of Jeſus Chrift. For there is 
an. evident allufion to military affairs and cuſtoms, 
thro? the whole of theſe epiſtles to the ſeven churches. 
We are to conſider Chriſt as our leader and captain. 


Faithfulneſs 1 attending to his directions; 


a deſire to hear, and a readineſs to obey, every word 
of command which he giveth. And chis diſpoſition 
of mind is to ariſe and to influence us, not merely 
from a regard to his authority and a fear of his 


wrath, but as proceeding from a grateful ſenſe. of 


his love and the obligations we are under to him, 
who hath redeemed us from the ſlavery of fin, and 
+ - Pp 
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. us to himſelf with. his own blood. It 
includes following our leader wherever he goeth, 
imitating his example, and ſubmitting to any la- 
bours and ſufferings to which he calleth us. It 
includes a great and habitual concern for his in- 
' tereſt, and a glowing zeal for the ſupport of his 
, e and honour in the world. We are alſo 

o be faithful unto death. This intimates to us, 
| db we are to perſevere i in his ſervice to the end of 
our lives; that We are to continue patient in_well- 
doing, Fey” hold out unto the end, how many and 
how difficult ſoever our trials and conflicts may be. 
But it ſeems more particularly to require our readineſs 
to give up life itſelf, rather than violate our ſide- 
lity to him. So the connection of the words inti- 


mates; Fear none of thoſe things which thou | 


ſhalt ſuffer.” Satan ſhall perſecute you, and * ye 
ſhall have tribulation.” But be faithful unto death. 
. © If any man, faith, he, will come after me and 
be my diſciple, let him deny himſelf, take up the 
croſs, and follow me,” even to that painful, re- 
proachful death, if I call him to it. We are to 
carry on a ſtrenuous warfare againſt the world, the 
_ fleſh, and the devil; and to ſay with Peter, tho 
-I die with thee, or for thee, yet will I not deny 
thee.” An important and difficult duty indeed! 
But what can be too difficult to perform, what 
too painful to bear, what too dear and valuable to 
part with, when he giveth ſuch ample encourage- 
ment? Let us then conſider, 

2. The 9 motive by which this | Gary is ur. 
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berty and other earthly comforts, but even. ifs 4t-. 
ſelf, yet Chriſt will amply reward us. The reward 
ſhall be @ crows 'of life. There may here be 2 


reference to thoſe honorary crowns, which were be- 


ſtowed by ancient princes and ſtates upon vahant 
ſoldiers. Or it may in general denote: the higheſt 


dignity, as a crown is the greateſt earthly honour. 


This crown is infinitely more valuable, than any 
which mortals wear. It includes alſo the higheſt 

felicity, of which our natures are capable. And 
when it is called a crown of life, it intimates the 


duration of the. happineſs; that it fadeth not away, 
but ſhall ſhine with ceverlaliing and ever-increaſing 
ſplendour.” It is an additional circumitance of ho- 
'nour, that this crown will be given by Chrift him- . 


ſelf; by him who is King of kings and Lord of 
lords; who leads his ſoldiers on to the combat; 


and is a witneſs of their bravery and perſeverance: 


It fhall be given them before the aſſembled world 


of men and angels, and with expreſſions of his 


higheſt applauſe. Each circumſtance will add to 


the honour | and Os of thoſe, to . it 1s 


given. 


And now, my Fellow-Soldiers, e 3 


reflections and reſolutions, when ſo reaſonable a 
duty is enjoined, and ſo forcible and endearing a 


motive urged upon us? Adore, my ſoul, the grace 
of thy divine leader, that he ſhould purchaſe and 
prepare ſuch a crown for thee, and reward the 


_ © feeble and imperfect ſervices of ſo ſhort a war- 


fare, with ſuch royal, ſuch divine munificence ! 


© Thus to honour a poor worm, who hath ſo of- 
© ten Mo n and unfaithful, deſerted his 
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leader, and taken part with his enemies, and 
* who, had he been ever ſo faithful and reſolute, 

is but an unprofitable ſervant, what amazing grace 
is this! Wonder, O my ſoul, wonder and adore; 
for thou never canſt ſufficiently eſtimate the grace. 
And is it thy good pleaſure, O my Lord, to 
give me this crown; to ſet it with thy own roy- 
al hand on my unworthy head? It fills my heart 
with courage and with love. My ſoul glows with 
earneſt defire to ſerve thee. I now renew my reſo> 
lation to be faithful to thee, and boldly to face all 
oppoſition. © For thee I am willing to labour. 
Yea, for thee I am willing to ſuffer. And neither 
bonds, nor afflictions, nor death in its more terri- 
fying form, ſhall move me. I approach thy table 
to give a freſh proof. of my - loyalty to thee, as 
the King of kings; of my fidelity to thee, as the 
captain of my ſalvation. I go to that ordinance, 
again to take an oath of allegiance and ſubjec- 
tion to my divine leader. I deſire to do this, 
both with ſincerity and chearfulneſs ; to remember 
the obligations thou haſt laid me under, and a- 
« gain to impreſs my ſoul with a ſenſe of the duty 
which I owe thee, and of the ne which I 

may * from thee.” | 
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. engliſh word Sacrament comes from ths: Latin; 
and originally ſignified an oath. It was uſed among 
the Romans for a military oath, or the oath which. 
their ſoldiers took. to be obedient to their comman- 
ders, and faithful to the ſervice in which they were 
engaged. Such 1s the nature of this tranſaQion : 

= a ſolemn 
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' a ſolemn engagement into which we enter, to be 


obedient and faithful to the captain of our ſalva- 


tion. It is deſcribed in ſcripture, as the character 
of a good man; that © he feareth an oath” He 
feareth to take it careleſsly and raſhly ; and when 


he hath taken it, he feareth to break it. It is 
likewiſe deſcribed as his character, that tho' he in- 
advertently ſwweareth to his own hurt, he changeth 


not; but ſubmits to the inconvenience and damage, 


rather than falſify his oath. We have again opened 
our mouths to the Lord, and we cannot, muſt not, 
go back. Indeed there is no ſubſtantial reaſon why 
we ſhould do fo; why we ſhould defire to be re- 


leaſed from our engagements, Let us then ſay, with 
David, I have worn, and I will perform it, that 
Iwill keep thy righteous judgments.“ When we are 


tempted to be unfaithful, let us recolleQ, that we 


cannot poſſibly gain any equivalent for the loſs of 


the crown of life: that the poſſeſſion of it will abun- 


dantly overpay all our labours, trials and ſufferings, 


tho* ever ſo many and long. But our warfare, 


difficult as it may be, will ſoon be accompliſhed. 


Many of our fellow-ſoldiers, who have often joined 


with us in this act of homage to our leader, are 


diſmiſſed from the ſervice; ſet free from all toil 


and pain and doubt. They ſhall no more meet 


or fear an enemy, or ſee evil any more. If we are 
faithful, we ſhall ſoon be with them. Our reward 


will be great and laſting and increaſing beyond all 


comprehenſion. Hear then the animating words of 


your leader (Rev. iii. 11.) * Behold, I come quiele- | 
ly; hold that 100 which thou haſt, that no man 
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1 Jour 3 iii. * 


5 Brhuld, uber manner of * the F athes hath be- 


Sfrowed upon us, that ae "uw he cates: the A 
of COD=—, TERA | | 


"T is of importance he us . to conſider 

the honour which the great Gop conferreth 
upon ſincere chriſtians, in taking them into his 
family and placing them among his children. It 
is eaſy to ſee how our hearts ought to be impreſ- 
ſed: with fa ſingular and aſtoniſhing an inſtance of 
divine goodneſs and mercy. This is a very proper 
ſubject of contemplation at the Lord's Supper. 


And O, that we may there feel our ſouls duly 


affected with it! In order to this, let me lead 
your thoughts to a reflection of St Jan, which 
breathes a noble ſpirit, and which I hope your 
hearts will at once echo back with the moſt grate- 
ful devotion. Having mentioned the happineſs of 
true chriſtians, Who work righteouſneſs, in being 
born of Gop, he breaks out into a tranſport of 
admiration and joy; ſaying, * Behold, what manner 
of love: the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
| ſhould be called the ſons of Gop !' Let us now fix 
our ——_— on " AC” — And in 
| order 


nn , MEDITATIONS. 5 


order more thoroughly to convince us how great 
and amazing the love of Gow is, let us conſider 
the privilege itfelf—our charaFer—and the method 


by which this favour is beſtowed upon us. 
1. The privilege itſelf is exceeding great and 


glorious; even to be the children of Gop.—What 


is there grand, noble or deſirable, which is not 
comprehended in it? All men may indeed be cal- 


led the children of Gop. For, we have all one 


father, as one Gop created us. But the title is 
peculiarly appropriated to good men. When they 


: are renewed, they become the ſons of Gop. Their 


ſins are forgiven, and they are freed from a dread- 


ful condemnation. They become the objects of his 
favour, who is the greateſt and beſt of Beings. They 


are taken under his guidance, who is the only wiſe 
Gop; and under his guardianſup and protection, 
who is the moſt powerful and compaſſionate of Be- 
ings. They have comfortable acceſs to him at all 
times. They can on every occaſion approach him 


with humble hope and chearful confidence, as their 
father. His fidelity is engaged to ſupply their wants, 


to ſupport their ſpirits, to ſtrengthen them with in- 
ward ſtrength, to ſuſtain and comfort them in all 


their afflictions and in death itſelf, and to give 


them an everlaſting inheritance. Behold, how high 
this love riſeth ! how widely it extends ! and how 


Z laſting its effects are! Let us conſider further, 


2. Our character. Who are we, that we ſhould. 
be called the ſons of Gop ! Conſidering us only 


as his creatures, it diſplays his love. For there are 


probably many ranks and orders of Beings, vaſtly 


| e to us in their . and 


15 . moral 
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moral qualities. And we know of no degree of 
rational Beings below us in the creation. Yet to 
us this love is ſhown, and the father of the whole 
family in heaven and earth dignifies us with the 
title of his children. — But this love will appear un- 
utterable and inconceivable, when we conſider our- 
ſelves as firners; creatures who have offended our 
maker, violated his holy laws, and revolted from our 
duty and allegiance. He might juſtly and eaſily 
have conſumed us by one awful frown, and made 
us everlaſting monuments of his righteous diſplea- 
ſure. But upon our repentance. and faith, we are 
adopted into his family. Gop hath diſplayed his 
condeſeenſion and love in the moſt illuſtrious and 
aſtoniſhing manner, that while we were yet finners, 
Chriſt died for us. This leads us to reflect further, 
3. The method by which this favour is beſtowed 
upon us, greatly enhanceth its value. Gop gave his 
ſon, his dear, his beloved, his only - begotten ſon. 
He gave him for us; gave him to abaſement, ſuf- 
ferings and death, that we might be, in an ho- 
nourable manner, reſtored to his favour. We who 
were once afar off, are brought nigh by the blood 
of Chriſt. A way into Gop's family and into the 


- holieſt of all, his houſe above, is opened for us 


ſinners and rebels, by the death of his ſon. To 
prepare us for this dignity and felicity, Gop hath 
| ſent down his Spirit, to renew the loſt image of 

our Father upon us, and promote and ſtrengthen a 
filial difpoſition in our hearts. That we might be- 
come his children, the goſpel was given. For this, 
miniſters are commiſſioned and qualified. For this, 
chriſtian — are — All diſplay his 
| amazing 
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amazing love; and demonſtrate how much his gra- 
cious heart was ſet upon reſtoring us to his family, 


; putting us among his children, and training us up 
for the di ignity and felicity of his heavenly palace. 


Let us recolle& theſe particulars at this ordi- 
nance; as they are peculiarly ſuited to the ſolem- 


nity itſelf, and adapted to excite ſuch affections in 


our hearts, as may make our attendance. comforta- 
ble and edifying. Let us thus devoutly reflect, 
* Behold what manner of love the Father hath 
© beſtowed upon me, the unworthieſt of creatures 
and one of the greateſt of ſinners, that I ſhould 
© be called his child! I have been invited and en- 
5 couraged and am now come, to attend his table; 
* to receive a token of his paternal love, an aſ- 
« ſurance of his tender mercy ; and to commemorate 
« the ſeal of that covenant, by which the heavenly 
« inheritance is granted and ſecured to me. I be- 
hold with delight and admiration this amazing 
love. I defire and hope, that the preſent recol- 
« leQion of it may increaſe my humility ; which is 
* the foundation of the chriſtian temper, and the 
= 


ſupport of every chriſtian virtue. It is the proper 
frame of heart, in' which to pay my acknow- 
ledgment to Gop for paſt mercies, and to en- 
treat continued favours. The view I am taking. 
of his - great love 1s, I hope, exciting my thank - 
fulneſs. I feel ſome grateful emotions towards my 
gracious and indulgent Father. I would enquire, 


* what ſhall I render to the Lord for all his bene-- 
« fits? How ſhall I give due honour to him, and 
prove myſelf a dutiful and obedient child? How: 
* ſhall I own and in any meaſure . 2 im- 
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6 Cs obligations I am under to Jeſus, who hath 
© given me power to become a child of Gop? I 
© would likewiſe enquire, how I ſhall in my ſphere 
promote the credit and proſperity of that truly 
'* honourable and noble family, to which I have the 
* favour to be allied? I would now, with filial re- 
verence and confidence addreſs him, as my Father 
in heaven, my Father in Chriſt. And may he at 
this time, by the gracious influences of his Spirit 
upon my heart, as a ſpirit of adoption and con- 
ſolation, own the endearing | relation | 


1 PARTAKING. 


When the Pſalmiſt had been contempliting” "the 
goodneſs of Gop in giving him proſperity and - 
peace, he faith, (Pſalm xvi. 6.) © The lines are fal- 
len to me in pleaſant places, and I have a goodly | 
heritage.“ A reflection, which we have peculiar rea- 
ſon to make, when we have been partaking of 
this ordinance, under a ſenſe of the divine love, 
and amidſt the views of everlaſting felicity. Let us 
then, with David, * bleſs the Lord who hath given 
us counſel* and aſſiſtance. Let us labour to be 
deeply and habitually ſenſible of the favours, which 
he hath conferred upon us, and every day devoutly 
acknowledge the goodneſs and love of our indul- 
gent Father. What tho* the world knoweth us 
not? What tho' it deſpiſe, hate and perſecute us? 
Let us conſider, the world knew not Fe/us. He 
was deſpiſed and rejected of men, and perſecuted 
and ſlain; tho? he pave the cleareſt evidences that 
| he was the ſon of Gov, and commiſſioned by him 
to be a Teacher and a Saviour. Marvel not then, 
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my Brethren, if you meet with a like treatment. 
But let nothing move you from your duty to your 
Father, your ſteadfaſtneſs and your hope. Truſt his 
care to direct, ſupport and provide for you, as his 
children. Never forget your relation to Jeſus, as 
your dear and honoured elder brother, thro”. whoſe 
kind interpoſition you enjoy the bleſſings of Gop's 
family. Never forget your relation to one ano- 
ther and all that bear the divine image, as children 
of the ſame father, brethren of the ſame family, 
and heirs together of the ſame goodly heritage. 


Let me add, in the words of the apoſtle, © Beloved, 


now are we the ſons of Gop; and it doth not yet 
appear what we ſhall be. But we know, that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
ſee him as he is.“ Let us continually reflect upon 
his natural and moſt forcible inference, Every 
man that hath this hope in him, S himſelf, 
v. ung 5 | 
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MEDITATION ee 
Luxe xxii. 15. 


SY; Tefus Said unto them, M. ith 4 efire I have de fired 
to eat this paſſover with you before I ſuffer. 


HE N our Lord was fitting down wick 
his twelve apoſtles to the paſchal ſupper, 


which was a commemoration of Goy's delivering 
their fathers out of the land of Egypt, He ſaid 
unto them, with defire F have dgfired, a hebrew 
' phraſe, which ſignifies, I have earneſtly defired 
eat this paſſover with you before F ſuffer. Our Lord 


doubtleſs obſerved all the inſtitutions of the law of 


Moſes. Of his obſervation of ſome of them, we have 
a particular account. And we have ſufficient reaſon 
to believe that he paid the ſame regard to the reſt. 


He deſired to perform this ſervice, as all others, 
from à principle of obedience to Gop his father, who 


commanded all the Jews to keep the paſſover. He 
was defirous to pay an exact and punctual regard 


to all divine inſtitutions; or, as he expreſſeth it, to 


fulfil all righteouſneſs. Thereby, he intended to ſet 
before his diſciples an example of obedience, and 


a care to walk in all Gop's commands and ordi- 
He was deſirous to keep the 
paſſover, as it was a commemoration of that great 


deliverance, which Gop wrought for Iſrael | in bring- 


ing them out of the land of bondage in ſafety and 
peace; when he flew all the firſt-born of the Egyp- 


 tians and ſpared all thoſe of the 1/raelites. Chriſt 


was ſolicitous to * that deliverance with 
| gr atitude, 


and i 1s fo much — the edification and comfort of 


wine an MEDITATIONS. ndg 


gratitude, in the way that Gov had appointed; to 


do his part to keep up the remembrance of it, to 


have it improved as a motive to obſerve all the 
other commandments of the Lord. | 

But our Saviour lays a particular ſtreſs on the 
ſervice he was then performing. 'This paſſover. No 
paſſover was ever ſo welcome and delightful to him. 


Not one in the courſe of his life and miniſtry of 


which he was ſo deſirous to partake. And the 


reaſon was, becauſe he was to ſuffer and die the 
next day. This paſſover was to open that wonder- 


ful ſcene, which he had been long preparing and 
waiting for. His deſire to eat it was very ſtrong 
and fervent; becauſe Goy was now about to be 
honoured in the moſt illuſtrious manner; and the 

ſalvation and happineſs of the world to be promo- 


ted. He was ſo far from being daunted with a 
view of his ſufferings, that he longed for their ap- 


proach, that he might glorify his heavenly Father 


by the ſacrifice of himſelf: that he might, as our 


paſſover, be ſacrificed for us; to obtain pardon, 
peace, and eternal life for us, It would confirm 


his own reſolution to ſuffer, that thereby he was 


to deliver his people from a worſe than Egyptian 


bondage; the ſlavery of ſin and Satan, and the 
dominion of death. He was alſo to ſhow his love 


to his diſciples in a more diſtinguiſhing and affec- 
tionate manner than ever. I deſire to eat it with 


z you, He ſhowed that love by waſhing their feet ; 


by explaining to them the nature of his kingdom, 


and the deſign of his ſufferings ; by inſtituting his 


own ſupper, which was to ſuperſede the paſſover, 


the 


— 
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the church. He was now to open his heatt more 


fully and affectionately to them, as we find he did 


at this ſolemnity; and the proſpect of his ſufferings 
would put peculiar life and ſpirit into his addreſſes 
to them and prayers for them. It would alſo en- 
gage them to pay a greater regard to what paſſed on 
this affecting occaſion, and at this laſt ordinance in 
which they were to join with him upon earth. 
Now here we ſee, and let us admire and adore, 
the amazing love of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in deſi- 
ring to eat this paſſover, as warmly, as if no ſuf- 
ferings and terrours were to attend or follow it. 


So juſtly doth St. John obſerve in this connection, 


that © having loved his own, that were in the 
world, he loved them to the end, and was willing 


| to give the ſtrongeſt proof of his love in the laſt 


ſcenes of his life. What reſolution and ardour of 
ſpirit did this produce! * Bleſſed Jeſus, thy love 
* was indeed great. We hope that we feel ſome- 
thing of its conſtraining influence : and there is 
© nothing we deſire more, than that our love to 
© thee may bear a greater 2 to the warmth 
and conſtancy of thy love to us.“ 


Further, we have here an Wr to dire and | 
animate us: to ſhow us how our hearts ſhould work £ 


towards divine ordinances, and with what earneſtneſs 


we ſhould defire to partake of them; particularly 


of this. — From obedience to the divine command, 


and a regard to the honour of Chriſt—to keep 
up the memory of his dying love, and— increaſe 


our own edification and comfort. The fervour of 
our maſter's heart in the view of ſuffering and death 
for our ſakes, ſhames our coldneſs and indifference. 

There 
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ſage directs us to conſider the ordinance before us; 
namely, as an excellent preparative for afflictions, 


would I come, will the devout chriſtian ſay, and 
with the juſteſt reaſon ; for here I ſee the brigh- 


j Bo. a. Bo. bo to 


There is one important view in which this paſ- 


— and death. We all have theſe ſcenes be- 
fore The days of darkneſs will come. The 
days 4 affliction will take hold on us. Our chriſ- 
tian friends are, one after another, removing from 
us, and their places at the Lord's Table how them 
no more. Some by reaſon of age and infirmities, 
have this ſcene in a near view. The expectation 
of it ſhould endear the Lord's Supper to us, and 
engage us with warm defires to come to it. Thus 


teſt diſplay of divine love, which ought to influ- 


Vence me to the moſt painful obedience and the 
> moſt dutiful ſubmiſſion. I ſee the reſolution and 


* patience of my divine maſter, and ought not to 
complain of my much lighter ſufferings, but to 
follow his ſteps. I ſee here the ſting and curſe 


_ * of afflitions and death taken away, and my hope i 


© of eternal life confirmed, and the precious promi- 


* ſes of it ſealed, by the death of Chriſt. Amidſt + 


© the tribulation of the world, I ſee, and have in 
* ſome degree experienced, what peace and hope I 
© have in Chriſt Jeſus. The conſolations of the 


_ © everlaſting covenant are opened upon me, and my 


* title to them enſured, as far as I ſincerely be- 
lieve. I may and would learn bee er, all ne- 


ceſſary aſſiſtances in the way to glory are pur- 
* chaſed for me and will be beſtowed upon me by 


my great Lord. It is pleaſant to eat this paſſ- 


over "wat my brethren, who are redeemed by the 


«£ ſame 
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ſame blood; and tho' now my companions in the 
© tribulation of Jeſus Chriſt, are heirs with me of 
the ſame promiſes and inheritance. Let me then 
n approach. to this ordinance with earneſt defire ; pray- 
ing and hoping that it may help to prepare me 
for every ſcene of life and death, and for that eter- 
« nal glory which Gop who cannot lie hath ane 


. PARTAKING, 


5 Let us no ſeriouſly conſider, what is the as of 
this Inſtitution: not merely to remember Chriſt, 


to feel ſome emotions of gratitude and love to him 


and conſecrate ourſelves anew to his ſervice, while 
actually engaged in it: but to keep up an habitual 
remembrance of him in our hearts, and engage us 
faithfully to ſerve him all our days. It is deſigned to 
Excite us to deny ourſelves, to ſubmit to any hard- 
ſhips and ſufferings, which providence may appoint 
for us; and be willing to die whenever Gop calls 
us. May this ordinance be a cordial to us, lighten 
our burthens, ſupport our ſpirits, diſſipate our fears 
of death, and lead us to long for the /aft ſolemnity 
of this kind, when we ſhall drink no more of the 
fruit of the vine, but be removed to the nobler 
entertainments of God's heavenly temple !- That 
theſe ends may be anſwered, let me leave with you and 
deſire you often to reflect upon, thoſe ſublime and de- 
lightful words of the apoſtle Paul, (Rom. viii. 38, 39-) 
For I am perſuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
preſent, nor things e come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 


from the love of Gov, which is in Chrift Jeſus ” 
5 Lord. 
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Lord.” Neither the fears and pangs of death, nor 


the pleaſures, cares and ſorrows of life; no ſuperi- 


our beings and powers either good or bad; no pre- 


ſent affliction, pain and fear; no future ſcene of 
ſuffering, however ſevere; no height of proſperity 
and ſatisfaction in any worldly object or connection; 
no depth of adverſity, tho“ we are ſunk beyond 
hope of recovery, and on the brink of deſpair; no 
other creature, however artful, powerful and inde- 
fatigable; ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 


love of Gos in Chriſt Jeſus. What reviving delight- 


ful words to every ſincere chriſtian! What ftrong 


_ conſolation doth the goſpel . inſpire its faithful pro- 
ſeſſors with! What ſupport is here in the proſpect 


and approach of the greateſt and moſt complicated 
ſufferings ! What relief and comfort in the near views 


and even attacks of death itſelf. A pious divine in 
| Cying circumſtances, finding his eye - ſight fail, defi 
ved his ſurrounding friends to bring him a Bible and 


lo put his finger on thoſe words of the apoſtle, 
I have been mentioning. There he held it, and 
with full aſſurance and lively expreſſions of hope 
and joy, immediately expired. How honourable and 
delightful a cloſe of a holy and uſeful life! We are 
ſoon to return to the cares and hurries and ſorrows 
of the world again. Gop only knows what further 


trials and ſufferings may be before us. But let our | 


faith reſt upon ſuch an animating promiſe as this. 


And may it at once promote our diligence and watch- 
fulneſs, our patience and courage, and cauſe us, in 


every ſcene of life and death, to abound in hope, 
5 che conſolations of the . Ghoſt! 
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Jonx xi. -51, 52. 


— The high prieft propheſied, that Teſus fhould die for 
that nation: and not for that nation only „ but that 
alſo he ſhould gather together in one, the children of 
GO D that were Jeattired abroad. 5 


E meet together, my Fellow-Chriſtians, a at the 
Lord's Table, to commemorate the love of 

Gov in giving his ſon to fave loſt ſinners; to re- 
member the death of Chriſt by which we obtain 
pardon, peace and eternal life. That our medita- 


tions on theſe topicks may be more regular, and more 


_ eaſily recollected, let them take their riſe from the 
- account which St. John gives us of a kind of pro- 


phecy of Caiaphas, the high-prieſt ; that it was bet- . 
ter one man, however innocent and uſeful, © ſhould 


die for the people, than the whole nation periſh.” 
This was the advice of one, who thought himſelf 
a conſummate politician. But the evangelift inti- 


mates, that being high prieſt that year, he, 'by an 


_ impulſe from heaven, delivered his opinion in words, 
which were capable of a much higher, and more 
important ſenſe, than he intended ; namely, that Jeſus 
| ſhould die. for that nation, and alſo to gather toge- 
ther in one, the children of Gop that were ſcattered 
abroad. Here we are naturally led to conſider the 
ends of Chriſt's appearing and death. One was, 
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1. To die for the fins of the world : not only for 
their benefit, but in their ſtead ; for that ſeems to 
be the plain meaning of the words, and it is con- 


| firmed by many other paſſages in the New Teſtament. 


He came and died to deliver thoſe, who were con- 
demned by the holy law of Gop, and the priſoners 
of juſtice. He died to free them from the puniſh- 
ment which they had deſerved, to remove the guilt 
which they had contracted, to reſtore them to the 
privileges which they had loſt, and bring them to 


Gop; to a ſtate of friendſhip and communion with | 
him. He died for the Jeauiſi᷑ nation. His commiſ- | 


fon firſt took in the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 7/-ael. 


Theſe he came to ſeek, and to.ſave. But not theſe 


only, for he had other ſheep, not of hat fold; who 
had gone aſtray, and were wandering in the wacks 
cf ignorance, errour and fin, For theſe he was alſo 
to die. He was appointed to be a light to the 
Gentiles, and Gop's ſalvation to the ends of the earth.” 
The words intimate, that Chriſt's great errand in 
coming into the world, was 7o die, and to die as a 


ſacrifice. On this the greateſt ſtreſs is every where 


laid in the New Teſtament. —— Again, 

2. He was t colle# and unite the children of G O D, 
nuherever they were ſcattered. All men indeed are 
the children of Gop. For we have all one father, 


and one Gop created us. But this expreſſion refers 
to all humble penitent ſouls ; to all who ſhould, 


by the goſpel, be brought to receive Jeſus Chriſt, 
as their Saviour and Lord. — Theſe he was to gather 
together ; Gentiles, and Jews, in all diſtant places, 
and ages. For he is a propitiation for the fins of 


the whole * — He was to unite 4 in a Slo- 


rious 
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rious and happy ſociety, which ſhould be called by 
his name, and over which he was to preſide, as 
their lord, and head: a ſociety, which ſhould ſo- 
lemnly, and frequently profeſs allegiance and ſub- 
jection to him, and be governed by him. They are 


called God's children, as begotten again, or re- 
newed, by his word and Spirit, and adopted into 


his family. They are united in one. They make 
one church, tho” divided into many diſtin& ſocieties, 

Tho' they are of different perſuaſions, and uſe dif- 
| ferent modes, and forms, yet they. are one grand 


and honourable ſociety, joined to one Lord; and 


profeſſing one faith in all the eſſentials of it. They 
have received one baptiſm ; they hold communion in 
the ſame ordinances; they are aſſiſted and ftrength- 
ened by one Spirit; and intended for one everlaſting 
home, Now what influence 240 theſe  Interefling 
truths to have upon us ? 

Undoubtedly they ſhould lead us to cheriſh a grate- 
ful ſenſe of that love of Gop, which diſpoſed him 
to form and execute this deſign, The Father of 
| * mercies commiſſioned his only begotten ſon to come 
| down to this world, to inſtruct and guide us; and 
eſpecially to die as a ſacrifice for our fins, and in- 
troduce us into that holy and honourable ſociety, 
over which he preſides. We here commemorate that 
event; the grace which gave riſe to it, and the wiſ- 
dom and love by which the defign was conducted 
and completed. Our thoughts are naturally led to 
that glory and happineſs, to which it was intended 
to advance us. And it is highly reaſonable and 
proper, that we ſhould celebrate this love with 
| 1 and joy. 


We 
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We ought likewiſe to recollect, how wiſe and 
gracious a ſcheme it was thus to incorporate all holy 
men into one ſociety. The apoſtle obſerveth, that 
« Gop manifeſted his love in all wiſdom and pru- 
dence ; that in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of 
time, he might gather together in one all things in 
Chriſt, both which are in heaven and upon earth.” 
This plan conduceth to the honour of Chriſt, 
whom Gop hath highly exalted to preſide over the 
recovered and holy part of his creation ; which. 


reverence, love and obey him. His death is the 
grand attractive that draws men to him. His love 
conſtrains them to become members of his body, 
and his devoted and faithful ſervants. This ſcheme 
contributes likewiſe to the mutual comfort and edi- 
fication of his ſervants. They conſider themſelves 
as belonging to a holy fraternity, or brotherhood ; 
united to Chriſt and each other by a ſacred and 
moſt honourable tie. They conſider themſelves con- 
ſequently, as obliged to promote the honour of their 
Lead and lord, and the welfare of all their fellow- 
1 members, and to cheriſh and exerciſe all the ſocial | 
virtues with the utmoſt care. | 
Haſt thou not great reaſon, then, 0 my ſoul, 
to be thankful, that thou art gathered into cis 
* ſociety ; that thou art become a child of God, 
and with thy chriſtian brethren, members one of 


"4 another, by faith in Chriſt Jeſus? My remote 
od * anceſtors were like theirs, Gentiles, Heathens : 


' without Gop in the world; ſtrangers to the co- 
* venants of promiſe, and to the hope of eternal 
* But I am 2 * Gov's children; 


6 brought | 


ſhould now ſtand in a peculiar relation to him, and - 
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© brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt, and am be. 
| © come an heir of the heavenly inheritance. Ought 


I not to be thankful likewiſe, that Gop hath in. 


© clined me to join in communion with his church 
in this ſolemn act, which is peculiar to the reli- 


to him and to my chriſtian brethren? I would 
celebrate that mercy, which hath recovered me 


Gop. With a devout and fervent heart, I would 


OS, N 


© expreſs my love to my Gop and my Saviour, 


and my affection to all my chriſtian brethren ; 
by this act of communion with Chriſt, and with 


© thoſe who are members of the ſame chriſtian | 


church; yea, with all that in every place love 
© our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity.” g 
Arr EX PARTAKING. 


We have now, as a ſacred ſociety, as the chil 
dren of Gop, and a holy brotherhood, been hold- 


ing communion with our Lord and one another. 


Let me exhort you to behave worthy the relation in 
which you ſtand ; becoming members of the mot 
honourable and excillent ſociety in this lower world; 

even the ſociety of faithful chriſtians in every place 
and nation. 'Let us be careful to hold the head: 
to reverence, love and obey him, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named.” — Let 
brotherly love continue. Tho? ſome of our fellow- 
members have a different faith from us in ſome 
points, worſhip in different places, and forms, and 
partake even of this ordinance in a manner different 


from us, in ſome things not eſſential to it; let us 
| ſtill 


gion of Jeſus, and moſt expreſſive of my relation 


from my wanderings, and brought me near to 
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ſtill embrace them with chriſtian candour, and love 


and ſerve them as brethren.—Let it be our care to 
walk in every reſpect worthy the vocation, where - 


with we are called. We have different ranks in 
Chriſt's church, different relations to one another, a 
different capacities of ſervice. Let us all unite, in : 
our endeavours to promote the honour of our com- | 


mon Lord, and the credit and | happineſs of that 


ſociety to which we are related. Let us eſpecially 
conſider one another in this light, as brethren, that 
we may provoke one another to love and good 


works. — Finally, let us dire& our views to the day 


when all Chriſt's faithful ſervants ſhall be gathered 


together in one place, even in his heavenly palace. 


They are now, in this ſenſe, ſtill ſcattered abroad; 
and mingled with the wicked. Many of them are 
afflicted and diſtreſſed. All of them are weak and im- 


perfect. At length they ſhall all meet. They ſhall 


come from the eaſt and weſt, north and ſouth, from 
all nations, and languages. Proclamation ſhall be 
made © Gather my ſaints gether, thoſe who have 
made a covenant with me. G0 will have all his 


children about him, and mile upon them with great 


and everlaſting complacency. It is a pleaſure to 
worſhip with a multitude of thoſe, who are our fel- 
low-chriſtians by a general profeſſion, and to pay 
our joint homage to our common Father. There 
is peculiar pleaſure in this a& of worſhip and com- 
munion, as we have reaſon to hope and believe, that 


by far the greater part, if not all, who join with 


us, arę judeed the beloved children of Gob, and 


joint-heirs of a bleſſed immortality. How delight- 


ful then muſt it be to be * to the general 
e * 
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aſſembly, and church of the firſt-born above; to that 
great multitude, which no man can number, all holy, 
all happy! Let me therefore in the apoſtle” s words, 


's beſeech you, Brethren, by the coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt and our gathering together to him, 
that ye ſtand faſt in the Lord; 


ſent the whole | ſociety of his redeemed ones to his 


Father, as a glorious church, not having ſpot or 


wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
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adorn his doftrine 
in all things; diligently prepare, patiently wait for, 
and. chearfully expect, that day, when he ſhall pre- 


' MEDITATIONS: ugg. 
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MEDITATION XXXIV, 


Di e v. 0 
- 

— And * Lord ſaid unto me, I have heard the wvics 
of the words of this people, which they have ſpoken 
unto thee : they have well aid all that = have 

= "0 ew." 

O that there were Gi an heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep all my commandments al- 
ways, that it might be well with them, and with 
2 5 children Jo ever. 


HE great end of goſpel-inſtiturions i 15 to' pro- 
| _ mote and increaſe holineſs in us. It is neceſ- 
ſary that we keep this thought in our minds; as 
it will direct us with what views we ſhould attend | 
upon them, and what preparation is neceſſary for an 
acceptable approach to God in them. It will like- 
wiſe aſſiſt us to judge, what improvement we make 
of our religious ſervices, and whether they anſwer 
the intended end. I hope theſe thoughts poſſeſs 
your minds, Brethren,” when you are approaching 
to the Lord's Supper. If ſo, your miniſters may 
congratulate you on your hearts being duly pre- 
pared, and in their maſter's name, bid you welcome 
to it, as gueſts with whom he will be well pleaſed. 
You come, I hope, with a fincere deſire to have your 
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good diſpoſitions ſtrengthened, and your hearts more 


and more united to Gop and his ſervice. That this 
defirable end may be anſwered, let me ſet before 
you the regard which Gop ſhowed to his people 


Ijrael, when they entered into covenant with him; 
and what conſequent behaviour he required and | 


expected at their hands. After he had delivered 
the ten commandments from mount Sinai, the I/ 
raelites were ſo much terrified, that they deſired 


Maſes might be commiſſidned to ſpeak to them in 
Gop's name, and they promiſed that they would 


hear and do it. Let us carefully obſerve what 


Gow ſaith to them, when they were in this good 


mind, and learn our own duty from it. And the 
Loxp ſaid unto me, &c.“ From hence we may 
obſerve, 

1. Gop is witneſs to every ward which we utter; 


eſpecially to our ſolemn engagements to be his ſer- 


vants. I have heard the voice of the words of 
this people.“ It is our duty always to remember, 
that there is not a word in our tongue, but the 
Lord knoweth it altogether.” He not only hears it, 


but remembers it: and in the final judgment, words 


will be brought into the account. Thus our Lord 


obſerved, * By thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and 


by thy words thou ſhalt be condemned.” But Gov 


taketh particular notice of our wows and ſolemn en- 


gagements; what we ſay, when we enter into co- 
venant with him. Yea he reads our ſecret ſenti- 
ments, . deſires, and reſolutions, tho“ they be not 


uttered by words. © I know, faith he, the things | 


that come to. your mind, every one of them. 
This ſhould be a caution to us, that we be not 
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raſh to utter any thing before Gop. It ſhould make 
us careful to remember what we ſaid, or more ſe- 
cretly profeſſed and reſolved, when we gave up our- 
ſelves to the Lord. For he perfectly remembers it, 
and will examine how far our conduct hath been 
agreeable to it, and conſiſtent * it, —Let us 
' obſerve further, | 
2. Thoſe that ſay, they will 12 and do what 
Gop. commandeth, ſay well; and he is pleaſed with 
ſuch declarations and reſolutions. © They have well 
ſaid, all- that they have ſpoken.” The 1/raelites ex- 
preſſed their defire to receive commands and direc- 
tions from Gop. They deſired that Mo/es might 
be their mediator ; from a reverential awe of Gov, 
and a conviction of their own weakneſs. And they 
expreſſed a full determination to do whatever Go 
commanded. Theſe were very good words. This 
was a noble determination, and Gop himſelf com- 
mends it. He is pleaſed with the reſolution of 
his ſervants to keep his commands, becauſe it is 
for his own glory, as the righteous governour of the 
world, It tends to promote the credit and intereſt 
of that religion, which he hath eſtabliſhed. It is 
likewiſe for the honour and happineſs of thoſe who 
make it; and Gov always taketh pleaſure in the 
proſperity of his ſervants. His approbation of the 
1/raclites reſolution in the circumſtance before us, 
is his teſtimony to the importance and excellency 
of a righteous character. He is a true and perfect 
judge of all real worth, and never commends any 
thing but what is truly commendable. It is an in- 
ſtance alſo of his condeſcenſion and grace, that he 
| would expreſs his complacency in their reſolutions, 
| 8 K 3 | and 
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and appear pleaſed with their good beginnings ; 
while yet, humanly ſpeaking, it was uncertain whe- 
ther they would fulfil their ee Let us 
remark further, - 

3- The great Gop 185 that they who aide 
good reſolutions would keep them. * O that there 
were ſuch an heart in them !* An heart to fear Gop 
and. keep -his commandments. A holy filial fear of 
Gop is the principle, the only principle, from which 
perſevering obedience to his commands will flow. 
Good Promiſes and reſolutions are well, as far as 
they go; but they are not enough. Gop expects 
and demands that theſe be executed and ful filled. 
The expreſſion implies how defirous he is of the ſal- 
vation of men. He wiſhes they would be perſever- 
ingly good. He longs to ſee .them ſo. We may 
naturally conclude from hence, that nothing ſhall be 


wanting on his part to make them ſo; that no 


neceſſary aſſiſtance ſhall be withheld. Let us once 

more obſerve, | 
4+ It would be happy for the een of 8 
* they would abide by their good reſolutions and 
act conſiſtently. It would be avell with them, if 
there -were always ſuch an heart in them as there is 
at thoſe ſolemn ſeaſons, when they give up them- 
ſelves to Gop, and promiſe and engage to keep 
his commandments : If there were a perfect con- 
ſiſtency between their ſacramental engagements, and 
their whole behaviour. The expreſſion plainly inti- 
mates, that it is never well, truly well, with man- 
kind, till they keep GO D's commandments ; till they 
keep all his commandments ; yea, till they keep 
them e Da is what Gov os Good 
reſolutions 
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reſolutions without a conſiſtent, ſincere, perſevering 
obedience, will not be accepted. Men may promiſe 
fair, and ſolemnly engage; yea they may keep ſome 
of Gop's commandments, or all of them for a while; 
yet it may be il witch them at laſt. But if our 
obedience be agreeable to our covenant-reſolutions 
and engagements, it will be well with us. Our 


| happineſs will be enſured. It will, as theſe words 
intimate, (entail a "bleſſing on our children. Yea it 
will be well with us for ever. For this is the com- 


mand of Gov to his miniſters, oy ye unto the 
righteous, it ſhall be vel! with 'him ;* finally, eter- 


nally well, whatever ke loſeth or ſuffereth here. 


And now to apply theſe thoughts. to ourſelves. We 
here acknowledge and renew our covenant-engage- 
ments to the Lox Dp. The language of this action 
is, all that the Lord ſhall ſay unto us, we will 


| hear and do.“ Gor is pleaſed to ſee his ſervants 
aſſembled to make ſuch a profeſſion, and he ap- 


proves of their pious reſolutions. Shall not our 


hearts ſay, © Adored be my gracious Gop for ſuch | 
© condeſcenſion ? But let me take care, that I do 


* not diſappoint his reaſonable expectations concern- 


ing me ; and in the future courſe of my life, like 
the treacherons Ifraelites, unſay what I here fay 


* with ſo much ſeriouſneſs, and ſolemnity. To pre- 
vent this, I would deliberate on what I am about; 
attend to thoſe motives, which this tranſaction ſug- 
geſteth to make me ſteadfaſt; namely the amazing 


love and grace of Gop, and of the Redeemer, 


to me and my ſinful race. And I would daily and 
. eee addreſs the throne of grace, that God 
* would © give me a * to fear him, and keep 
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T with me for ever.” 


* 
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EE, I have ſworn, ſaith David, and I will perform it, 
that I will keep thy righteous judgments.” | (Pſalm 
cxix. 106.) Thus the pious pſalmiſt reflected upon 
what he had done. He had ſeriouſly conſidered tbe 


nature of religion. He was convinced of the rea- 


ſonableneſs of it. He entirely approved the practice 
of it in all its branches. He reſolved to practiſe 


it. And in order to engage himſelf more firmly to 
it, and to prevent his being led away by any temp- 
tations, he had confirmed his reſolutions by a ſo- 


lemn oath in the preſence of God, the ſearcher of 
hearts. All this we in effect have been doing. We | 


have been again taking an oath of allegiance to 
God, our ſupreme ſovereign, and binding our ſouls 
to be faithful to our duty; punQual and reſolute in 
obeying all his commands, and ſubmiſſive to all his 
appointments, and his diſpenſations towards us. 


As to what is yet. before us, let me exhort you to 


determine, with David, to perform what you have 
ſworn, and never act a falſe, treacherous and de- 
ceitful part. Reſolve to ſhow yourſelves hone/t men; 
.a title which comprehends much more than the 
generality mean by the uſe of it. Reſolve to be 
faithful to Go, as well as to man, and to your 
own conſciences and ſacred engagements. In this 
view often think of your vows: how reaſonable, 
how important, how uſeful they are. Remember 
that Gop hath Beard all that you have uttered, or 
purpoſed in your minds; that he hath recorded it 
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in the book of his remembrance, and olive how 


you keep your reſolutions. Be daily humbled be- 


fore Gor, that you have not been more ſteadfaſt 
in your covenant, more exact in your obedience and 
more entirely devoted to his ſervice. © Renew a be- 


lieving application to the throne of grace, thro* the 


blood of ſprinkling and the interceſſion of our high 
prieſt.— 
continually depend upon, the influences of the Spirit, 
to perfect every good work in us, and enable us to 


* be faithful unto death, that we may obtain the 
crown of life,” | 


— And finally, let us daily pray for, and 
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MEDITATION XXXV. 


Jonx vi. 54, 55+ 


Wheſo eatet}h my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter- 


nal life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day,— 
For my fleſh is meat Indeed, aud my blood is drink 
indeed. | | | 


Congratulate you, my chriſtian 8 on the 
proſpect of another appxoach to the Lord's Table. 
1 hope you will feel your hearts glowing with gra- 
titude and love to your Saviour, and a defire to 
obtain aſſiſtance and ſtrength to © walk worthy of 
the Lord, who hath called you to his kingdom and 
glory.” That I may do my part to make your at- 
tendance edifying, I would direct your thoughts to 
theſe inſtructive and comfortable words of our di- 


vine maſter, where he tells us, what is neceſſary in 
order to our being raiſed up at the laſt day, and 


advanced to the dignity and felicity of his heavenly 
kingdom. Here we may obſerve — a duty enjoined 
— and the happineſs connected with it. 


1. Let us attend to the duty enjoined. And chat 


is, eating the fleſh, and drinking the blood of Chrift. 
I need not take up many of theſe precious moments 
in ſhowing you, how abſurd it would be to under- 
| ſand theſe words literally; and how groundleſs the 
| doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is, which the Papiſts 

draw from them : . that, ew conſecration 
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by the prieſt, the bread and wine are changed into 
the real body and blood of Chriſt. This is not 


only abſurd in itſelf, and contrary both to our ſen- 
ſes and underſtandings; ; but Chrift himſelf cautions 
us againſt ſuch an idea, when he faith, (v. 63.) 
The words that I ſpeak to you, they are Sirit 


and they are /ife.* That is, they have a ſpirirual, 
figurative meaning; and your chriſtian life, the life 
of your ſouls, depends upon a due regard to them. 


This figurative language undoubtedly means believ- 


ing in him, habitually regarding him as the great 
ſupport of the ſpiritual life; living upon him by 
faith, as our bodies do upon what we eat and drink. 


It fignifies depending upon his atonement, truſting 
in the virtue und marie of bis facrifice, amd; as thi 


apoſtle expreſſeth it, living by the faith of the ſon 
of Gop. It implies a perſuaſion,. that the life of 
our fouls depends on his ſacrifice and the communi- 
cations of his grace; and an earneſt deſire of thoſe 
bleſſings which he hath purchafed for us, by giving 
his fleſh to be broken and his blood to be ſhed: for 
our ſakes. You will obſerve that this is ſpoken of 
as a continued act. It is to be the habitual temper 


of our minds to truſt in Chriſt Jeſus for a ſupply of 
all our fpiritual wants, as we are daily obliged: to 
have recourſe to food and drink for the ſupport of the 


animal life. His fleſh, he tells us, is meat indeed, and 
his blood drink indeed; that is, the moſt excellent 


| food, that which beſt deſerves the name of meat and 
drink. The life and vigour of our fouls, as neceſ- 


ſarily depend on the lively exerciſes of faith in him, 

as that of the body doth upon receiving proper food. 

A principle of faith in Chriſt, the habitual exerciſe 
| K 6 of 
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of this grace, nouriſheth the ſoul, giveth vigour to 
its faculties, firmneſs to its reſolutions, and enableth 
it to grow in holineſs. Without this, he tells us, 
(v. 53.) we have' no life in us; no principle of ſpi- 
ritual life, no right to eternal life. But, 
2. Great is the happineſs reſulting from this faith; 
which is the other thing ſuggeſted in the words be- 
35 fore us. And let us carefully obſerve, how noble 


a privilege this is. — For inſtance, it brings the ſoul 
into a fate of union with Chriſt. . So he ſaith (v. 56.) 
he that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 


-aavelleth in me and I in him. There is an intimate 


conſtant union between Chriſt and true believers; 
a union of affection and of intereſt, The believer 


fixeth his dependance upon Chriſt, and is zealous in 
his ſervice and for his honour. Chriſt communi- 
cates to him all the bleſſings which he hath to be- 
ow); all which his intereſt in the Father can pro- 
cure. — Further, Chriſt /upports tlie divine life in the 
ſoul. So he faith (v. 574) hosthat eateth me, ſhall 


live by me. His ſoul ſhall be healthy, vigorous, and 


active. Every virtue ſhall be thriving and ftrength- 
ening in it. But this is not all. — Our Lord faith,” 
the believer hath eternal life, He hath it already; 
| the beginning and the earneſt of it, and he ſhall at 


length be aſſuredly brought to the full poſſeſſion of 


it. It is a happineſs, which ſhall laſt, not for a few 
days or months or years or ages, but thro? eternity. 


Our Lord adds, and I will raiſe him up at the laft 


day. Theſe bodies of ours, which are now / about 
to receive that bread and wine, which repreſent 
the body and blood of Chrift, will ſoon die and be 

laid in the duſt. * will conſume and periſh 
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there, andifiinguithed from che bodies of thoſe; who 


never knew a Redeemer, and of thoſe who deſpiſed 
and rejected him. Vet even then, the ſoul ſhall be 


alive, active, glorious and happy. It ſhall look down, 
as it were, without terror or ſorrow on the mou} 


dering clay; aſſuredly expecting a triumphant reſur- 
rection. We may therefore apply to ourſelves all 


the animating, delightful things, which the ſcrip- 
tures ſpeak concerning the reſurrection of the ſaints, 
and live and die in full aſſurance of faith, that they 
will be accompliſhed in us and for us. It increa- 
ſeth the pleaſure. of the proſpect, that Chrit, by his 


mighty power, ſhall effect the wonderful change, lead 


us to the appointed - manſions, and communicate to 
us the joys of his heavenly kingdom. 45 
Tho' the words we have been illuſtrating, py not 


indeed relate to the Lord's Supper, but to the doc- 


trine of Chriſt in general and the bleſſings of the 
chriſtian covenank, yet that ordinance is adapted, 


and was in part deſigned, to impreſs theſe thoughts 
upon our minds. It was intended to lead us to ſuch 


believing regards to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and, wh 
a memorial of the ſeal. of the new covenant, . 
confirm our expectation of a glorious ref Ms" 


and a bleſſed immortality. ——* I would approach 


* to it (let every chriſtian ſay) with a lively. faith 


© in the power, ' faithfulneſs and mercy of the Re- 


* deemer; with a longing appetite, to receive out of 
© his fulneſs grace upon grace. I deſire to manifeſt 
more conſtant, humble, grateful regards to him, 
as the fountain and ſupport! of the ſpiritual. life, 
© I would renew my fincere reſolutions, - to, uſe. all 


* the * of my aig and employ all the fa- 
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himſelf as the bread of life, and inſiſt on the neceſ- 
ſity of eating of this bread, murmured at him, and 


« culties of my foul in his ſervice. I would & 
© this, in a manner becoming one, who is bought 
with an invaluable price, and hath a chearful hope 


. ä 
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_ the true manna, the bread of Goo, which came 
down from heaven, and giveth life to the world, 


ſome of his well-diſpoſed hearers faid, Lord, ever- 


more give us this bread. (v. 35.) Such I hope, is the 


language of our ſouls, after we have been joining 
in this ſervice ; feeding, as it were, . by faith on 
Chriſt, and receiving ſpiritual nouriſhment from his 


- ordinances and his Spirit. Having tafted that the 
Lord is gracious, let us. deſire the fincere milk f 


the word, and daily have recourſe to this ſpiritual 


food, that we may. grow thereby. Some of the 


diſciples of Chriſt, when they heard him deſcribe 


faid, This is a hard ſaying, who can hear it? 


(v. 60.) Yea, many of them went back and wal- 


ked no more with him.“ (v. 66.) I cannot ſup- 
poſe any of you to be ſo ignorant of the nature 
and deſign of the goſpel, or the meaning and vaſt 


importance of our Lord's remark; or ſo little ſoli- 


citous about the advancement of the ſpiritual life in 
your ſouls, as either to forſake him, or cavil at his 


inſtructive and encouraging words, or even to forget 
1 n Were the — to be put to you, which 


Jeſus 


r v SER. ES. es 


MED. 35+ MEDITATIONS. | 20 
jeſus put to the twelve, Will ye alſo go away ?? 


1 am perſuaded you would anſwer, in the language 


of St. Peter, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou 


haſt the words of eternal life.” No other teacher 


can point out- to us, the true, the ſure, way to 
eternal life, No other can lead and keep us in 
that way. Nothing but faith in him, and that holy 
converſation which a true faith will produce, can 
render us meet for eternal life. Let this be our re- 
ſolution, never to forſake him. And let us con- 
tinually pray, that Gop would increaſe our faith. 
For our Lord declareth, and I leave his words with 
you, as the moſt important and intereſting, which 
you can remember and act upon, Verily, verily 
I fay unto you, he that believeth on me hath 
everlaſting life. (v. 47.) I am the living bread, x 
any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever.” 


(v. 51. yy 


MEDI 


SACRAMENTAL 


NE DIT AT LO N XXXVI. 


"2 Peren Ul, - ag” 


3 = By whoſe ne Jo were healed... 15 upe 

| | ﬀ 

| 8 -T is obſervable, that fin is frequently mew: -# 
I ſented to us in ſcripture, as an evil diſeaſe; 


as the fickneſs of the foul, which perverts its f. bei 
culties, deſtroys, its comfort, and, unleſs it be healed 


f 
and removed, will end in everlaſting death. But "x 
divine wiſdom. and love have appointed a method life 
of recovery; even the ſufferings and death of our 5 


Lord jeſus Chriſt. A ſerious believing regard to 
what he endured for our ſakes and to take away ſin, 
is adapted to heal the diſtempers of our ſouls. This 
is the idea that St. Peter giveth us in the words 
now before us. It is natural to infer from thence, 
that the Lord's Supper muſt be a very uſeful ordi- 
' Nance, and contribute greatly to the health and 
edification of our ſouls; to promote and maintain 
their vigour and activity. — For here we ſee, in a 
very affecting manner, what injury ſin hath done 
to the human nature; to what a low, ſickly ſtate 
it is reduced from that in which it originally was. 
It ſuggeſts to us, that all mankind are more or leſs 
affected with this moral diſorder, and are in dan- 
ger of deſtruction.— Here we ſee the method of cure 
pointed out; even the /ripes and other ſufferings of 


* 
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Chriſt. By viewing and partaking of theſe elements 
our thoughts are directed to, and fixed. upon, the 
body of Chriſt, which was broken, and. upon his 


blood which was ſhed, for our fins. Theſe | ſigns 


affiſt our faith and meditation, and ſerve to give 
us lively ideas of our diſeaſe and our remedy. We 


view thoſe ſtripes, which the Redeemer ſuffered when 


upon earth, and are led to conſider them as the 


effect of our ſins. We. view the repreſentation of 
that blood which ſealed the new covenant ; | which 


purges and ſanQtifies. every ſoul, that manifeſts a 
believing regard to it, and dependeth upon it. We 


ſee Chriſt dying, that we might have life, and have 


it more abundantly : that being reſtored. to ſpiritual 


life and health, we might enjoy ourſelves, ; ſerye Gor 


in the regular exerciſe of all our rational faculties, 


and might live for ever. At | this, ordinance, , we 


remember and ſhow forth the death of Chriſt, which 


brings a nobler, better and more complete cure to 
our diſordered ſouls, than all the preſcriptions of 


the heathen philoſophers or jewiſh, doctors. That 


contemplation. of a Redeemer's ſufferings, to which 
we are here naturally led, muſt give every devout 
mind much encouragement and pleaſure. To re- 
member benefits. received and devoutly to acknow- 
ledge them; to trace. the ſeveral ſteps by which our 


redemption was accompliſhed with ſerious attention 
and gratitude of ſoul, muſt afford great delight to 


every generous, pious Chriſtian. — Beſides this, the 


contemplation of Chriſt's ſufferings hath an evident 


tendeney to promote the health of our ſouls, 
to increaſe their holineſs, to mortify and weaken 
their remaining, ehen. and inclinations to that 


which | 
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died for us and roſe again. To have joined our. 


ſelves to a chriſtian church, to have commethorated | 
the death of Chriſt by this ſolemn act, and taken an 
| oath, as it were, over the memorials of his death, | 
to walk agreeably to the rules of his goſpel, 'thi 


is a great ſecurity againſt apoſtacy; a conſtant in- 


citement to preſs on towards perfection. Even the 


moſt improved and confirmed chriſtians have yet 
their imperfeftions. There are ſome remains of fn 
to be rooted out; ſome fymptoms of this ſpivitud 
diſeaſe to be removed. Gop's houfe is a Kind of 
publick 1nfirmary, where the medicines of the pren 


Phyſician of ſouls are diſpenfed. And this ordinance 
in particular is both a cordial and «a cure. It i 


adapted to ſubdue our ſins, to ſtrengthen and im- 


: Prove our graces, to animate our hearts, and enable 
us more vigorouſly and chearfully to perform all the 


duties of life, to which we may be called. Let u 


then attend it with theſe views; earneſtly defirit} 


and chearfully expecting, further communications of 
the healing, ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. 
— For your encouragement confider, how many cure: 
Chriſt hath already wrought: to how many ſouls dead 


in fin, he hath given ſpiritual life: to how many 


diſeaſed ſouls he hath imparted ſpiritual health and 


vigour: to how many doubting, trembling ſouls he 


hath communicated joy and peace in believing. 


Les, bleſſed 'be God, will many chriftians ſay, 


© here” I have found the divine life nouriſhed an! 


N ſtrengthened. Here I have been quickened and 


animated in my chriſtian courſe. Here I have 


been comforted and F enchiraged; amide the ar 
1 
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ful doubts and fears, with which my mind \ hath _ 
« been often exerciſed and diftrefled. When I have 
© been going backward in religion, and - felt che 
« ſymptoms of ſpiritual decay, I have found my 
heart rouſed to ſhake off my ſloth, to ſearch and 
try my ways, and preſs forward with greater zeal 
and reſolution towards the prize of the high cal- 
ling. I have been humbled for my folly and 
* negligence ; encouraged to renew the exerciſes of 
« repentance and faith, and enabled to follow ard 
« after Gop. I have been led and excited to walk 
more worthy the holy calling, wherewith I am 
© called; and to behave more ſuitably to the in- 
valuable favours I have received, and the eternal 
„ bleflings, which I am encouraged to expect. 1 

yet, alas, find much weakneſs in my graces; 
* much unſteadineſs in my reſolutions. I have not 
* attained that health and vigour of ' ſoul, which 


might have been expected from my religious ad- 


S. 2 —_- i nb. ned... ß Boo , 


© fortable to myſelf, and ſo honourable to my pro- 
it Wa feſſion. But the divine phyſician can heal theſe 
© remaining diſorders. And this is one of * 
* methods which he preſcribes for that purpoſe. 1 
would diligently and thankfully uſe the means, 
and Wl and wait upon him for his bleſſing to attend 
hw Wc them. I am now approaching this table, to have 


* my heart again, and more deeply impreſſed with 
fax, Wh © > ſenſe of the evil of ſin, and the miſery it pro- 


n! duceth; with the love of Chriſt in giving himſelf 


bs danse that J might behave as the devoted 
* faithful ſervant of Gop. May I by this ſervice, 


have my dread of ſin ä May I grow more 
© holy 
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0 . and more active in the chriſtian life! More 


« reſolute in avoiding and reſiſting temptation, and 


better prepared for the world of ant and. ever- 


y laſing health, vigour and joy Amen.“ 


ArTEZR PARTAKING. : 


. 1 hope and believe, my Brethren, chat I I may | 
congratulate you as being, in the main, and in the 


beſt ſenſe of the word, auell: that your fouls proſper 


and are in health. (3 John 2. ) wil hope, that. during 
this ſervice, you have found your hearts filled with 


ſuch hatred of fin, and ſuch love to Chriſt and to 
holineſs ; ſuch earneſt deſires of greater degrees of 


| Purity and benevolence; ſuch reſolutions to be more 
ſteadfaſt, exemplary and uſeful, as are evident ſymp- 


toms, that your ſouls are upon the whole, in a good 
ſtate. This claims your higheſt praiſe to the Gov 
of your ſalvation. Thankfully adore the grace, 
which hath wrought the cure. What can be more 


ungrateful and baſe, than to forget your obligations 


to him, whom Moſes calls, the Lord that healeth ther? 
Were there not ten lepers cleanſed, ſaith Chriſt, 


but where are the nine? There was but one found 
to give glory to Gop,” for ſo ſignal a cure. If 


the leproſy of fin is rooted out of your hearts, be 
it your care to glorify Gov with your lips and by 
your lives. Let me further addreſs you, as our 
Lord did the impotent man at the pool of Betheſda, 
whom he had healed, (John v. 14.) Behold thou 
art made whole; /in no more, leſt a worſe thing come 
unto thee.” Be always upon your guard | againk 
relapſing into fin. You know, and muſt allow, tha 
© are in continual danger. And were you i 

ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe the contrary, your danger would be ſo 
much the greater. — Therefore, be not high minded 
but fear. Employ all your ſpiritual health in the 


ſervice and for the honour of your great deliverer ; 


and thus it will be increaſed. He claims your ar- 
dent love, your faithful, active, zealous ſervices. 
And ſurely he deſerves them all. Conſider ſeriouſly 
what you have done for Chriſt, ſince the laſt oppor- 
tunity of this kind. And I fear you will find much 
to be humbled for; and I hope much to be thank- 
ful for, and to remember with pleaſure. If God 

ſpareth you to another ſacramental ſeaſon, what will 
you in the mean time be doing for him? What are 
you propoſing and contriving to do for his intereſt 
and glory ? I hope your hearts are never without 
ſome intentions and projects of this kind. Conſider 
theſe ſeriouſly, and ſet about the execution of them 
immediately. Every day, in which you do no good 
and get no good, is a loſt day. It impairs the 
health of your ſouls, weakens your comfort and 
hope, and will leſſen your future glory. Let me 
remind you further, that death i is at hand. Theſe 


|. bodies of ours, however healthy and vigorous now, 


are mortal. They, muſt die. They may ſoon die. 
When he who hath the keys of death, cometh to 
ſummon you hence, may he find you in full ſpi- 
ritual health and vigour; eminently fruitful, ex- 
emplary and uſeful. Then you will by no means 
regret, that ſome, yea many years, taken from that 
length of human life, which you might in the 
courſe of nature, have expected, are added to a 
glorious and bleſſed A 11 ſhall ſucceed it. 


MED. 


thy ſervant's houſe for a great while to come. 
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— 4nd is this the manner of man, 0 Lord oo 


HIS is the language of high aduiiration and Wl 
great aſtoniſhment. It was uſed by David, 2 
after he had acknowledged the condeſcenſion and x 
goodneſs of Gop, in bringing. him to the throne 
of Jyrael, and in promiſing many and long-conti- 
nued bleſiings to his family. As if it was but a W® * 
ſmall thing in thy ſight, O Lord Gop, that thou W' 
haſt brought me hitherto, thou haſt ſpoken alſo of —_ 


And then he adds, Is this the manner of man, 0 © 
Lord GOD? It may be uſeful to us, in our at- s f 
| tendance ' on the Lord's Supper, to reflect on the om 
; great difference between what men, yea the greateſt ple, 
princes, can do in a way of favour and mercy, and 
what. Gop hath done, and will do for us by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, — particularly in forgiving * 
ries, — and conferring benefits. 
1. It is not the manner of men to e great 
and frequent injuries and affronts. They / are... too 
ſoon provoked, and ſometimes incenſed ; ; and not 
ſoon, nor. eafily reconciled. They often retain 
remembrance, of 1 Inj uries, which. they profeſs to have 
forgiven ; and it is difficult to bring them to 2 
_— 
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real friendſhip and to manifeſt the genuine eviden- 
ces of it. If a prince forgiveth one act of treaſon, 
he will ſcarce. forgive a ſecond, and fill keep the. 
traitor near him. But our Gov is rich in, mercy. 
Tho he is the offended party, he makes the firſt. o- 
vertures of reconciliation, bears with many Provoca-. 
tions, waits to be gracious, and multiplies to pardon, | 
2. Nor is it the manner of men to confer /uch. 
benefits as Gov doth. They have no. ſuch. inexhauſ- 
tible ſtores and treaſures, out of which to draw their 
gifts. What is it that in Kan beſtow upon their 
preareſ favourites, compared with the gifts of Gop? 
They confer honours and titles; a meer empty 
ſound ! Gop gives us the real honour, the glorious 
privilege, of being his children. Princes may beſtow _ 
, We ſilver, Jewels, palaces, | | eſtates, But would 
you, Chriſtians, give up your preſent, comfort and 
of rtereſt in the divine favour, for any of theſe? The 
„ Veateſt favourite of a prince may be peculiarly T 
; wretched, as was the caſe with Hamas. His ſtation 
u. is ſlippery and he may ſoon fall into diſgrace and 
ne ruin. But the Lord will give ſtrength to his peo- 
ble, bleſs them with peace, and confirm them to * 
the end, The favourite. of a prince muſt die, and 
his maſter, with all his wealth and power, cannot 
ſave him : but when fleſh and, heart faileth, Go D 
15 N ſtrength of his ſervants, and their. | portion for . 
The favours of men, even of princes, muſt. 
de e to a few. But Gop can enri h. and 
nnoble thouſands and millions. Each 1 be 
as honourable, aud happy, according to bis capaci- | 
„as if he were the bly, 'favourite. | Nay | he ſhall, 
de more honourable. and bappy ü than. if he were che 


only 
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only one. For Go, among his other favours, put- 
teth into the hearts of his children ſuch” cordial 
love to their brethren, that the happineſs of every 
one of them, i is to each as his own. This is widely 
different from the temper and manner of men. 
Go will give them all things needful, - good, and 
uſeful.” He hath enough for beach enough for all, 
and Will ſupply all their wants out of his riches in 
glory zy Fefus Chrift. —But what chiefly enhanceth 
the divine favours, and ſhows that Gop's ways and 
| thoughts are. above ours, is the method. in which his 
benefits are beſtowed. The manner is as wonder- 
ful, as the favours themſelves. They are given 
with Chriſt and by him. He firſt delivered up his 
own ſon for us. And i 18 this the manner of men, 
O Lord GOD? Do they ſacrifice the lives of their 
children for rebels? * Gop ſo loved che world, tha 
he gave his only begotten Son, that” whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but Have ever- 
laſting life.“ His gifts are great beyond expreſſon, 
beyond conception. If the royal tate © of his . 
dom, and his boundleſs" capacity of conferring | 
might abate our ſenſe of the worth. of his 155 PA 
(which it ought not to do,) the: way in which he hath £1 
| Choſen to confer them, Tenders them immenſe and *1 
invaluable.” It was doing, if I may ſo expreſs. i, W 
all that a Gov could do, whoſe infinite perfections | 
rendered him incapable of. ſuffering. himſelf. Ra: 
ther than we ſhould periſh, he appointed. his. on, | 1 
4 to die; 3 the moſt ie e 1 alk 1 in kin. 
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(1 Cor. xv. 27.) God's own ſon ſpared not him 
ſelf, but came on this gratious defigh ; drank the 
bitter cup of affliction and death, that we might 
live, live to Gop, and drink of fulneſs of Joy 
and pleaſures for 'evermore. The heir of heaven is 
given a ranſom for worms. The ſon of Gop is 

ippointed the Redeemer of mean and finful men. 
This is a miracle of mercy, the wonder of els, 
and will be the admiration of eternity. Our re- 
demption is not the manner of men. 

At the Lord's Table we ſee theſe grand ſcenes 
opened upon us. View, my ſoul, with wonder, love, 
and praiſe, the ſon of God delivered up for ſinners, 

bes © See his body broken and his blood ſhed ; when 
Gop, inſtead of ſparing him, was pleaſed to bruiſe 
4. him and put him to grief. Conſider attentively 
bat the ſolemn ſeal and confirmation of that cove- 
th. * nant, in which all things defirable and valuable 
* for time and eternity are promiſed and enſured 
to thee. View this proviſion of divine love, this 
* atteſtation of divine "mercy, and the promiſe of 
© eternal life, with the ' utmoſt attention. Receive 
them with the warmeſt gratitude; and indulge a 
„lively faith, and 'a chearful hope, that he who 
* hath herein dealt wonderouſly with thee, will 
* withhold no good Wing from thee,” . 


Ar rin PARTAKING., 


| When David had devoutly acknowledged oy r 
kind and unparallelled manner, in which Gos 
had conferred ſuch extraordinary favours upon him 
and his houſe, and given him ſuch gracious promi- 
5. 1 * Is this the manner of men, O Lord 
| L | ö Gor !“ 
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1 Gop?? he adds, And what can; David ſay "moe 


unto thee? for thou, 2 GOD, knoweſt thy Servant. 
As much as to ſay, Lord, it is impoſſible for 
any words to expreſa the gratitude and affection, 
which I feel in my heart towards thee, for theſe 
thy, «diflinguiſhing and uncommon mercies. I am 


loſt in wonder and joy. , But, thou knoweſt thy ſer- 


want: thou. ſeeſt every ſentiment and deſire of my 
heart, and obſerveſt the fincerity. and ardour of my 
devotion, when I want words to expreſs it.“ 


hope, that we, my Brethren, likewiſe can appeal 


to the ſearcher of hearts, that we are deeply ſen- 
ſible of the value of his benefits, truly grateful, for 


them ; that we have received this evidence of his 


love, and this pledge of eternal life, with thank- 
fulneſs aud. joy, I truſt, that we have given up 
- ourſelves to him, with unfeigned, | determinate reſo- 
| lution to walk before him in holineſs and righte. 


' - Ouſneſs all che days of our lives. What remains 


then, but that I exhort you carefully to cheriſh 


theſe ſentiments and diſpoſitions, and with purpoſe 


of heart to cleave to the Lord. May he evermore 
keep it upon the thoughts of our hearts, that we 


are his redeemed people, his ſervants, his property; | 


and obliged, by every conſideration of gratitude, 
duty and intereſt, to glorify him i in a. bodies and 
our ſpirits * are his 
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MEDITATION XXXVIL 


Coross Ans i i. 21, 22. | 


And you that were Kane alienated, and errmies Tt 
your mind by wicked aworks, ger now 15 * re- 


conciled, 


| In the body of his fle thro' death, to Singh you 


' holy, and unblameable, and anreproveable in his 


a7 | 


Ann words ſuggeſt to us fevers) 4 important 


truths, which are peculiarly proper and uſe- 


ful for us to meditate upon, when we are approach- 
ing to the Lord's Table; when we are aſſembled 
to commemorate the body of Chriſt which was 
broken for us, and his blood which was ſhed for 
many for the remiſſion of fins ; and to ſhow forthe 
his death, to which we owe our hopes of pardon, 
peace with Gop, and eternal life. For here we 
have — the view which the apoſtle gives the chrif- 


tians at Colaſe of their former wretched flate, 


the happy change that was made in it = the means 


by which this change was brought about — and 


the great and glorious end which Chriſt - had: "ir 
view in this whole tranſaction. Let us meditate, 
1. On their former ſtate. They were /ometine 


| alienated, and enemies in their mind by wicked works, 
IO was their caſe as heathens and finners. And 


L 2 [= "TW | 
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WW equally true of all unconverted ſinners, what- 


ever profeſſion they make of the religion of Jeſus, 
They are alienated, that is, from Gov, from his 
ſervice, or, as the, apoſtle elſewhere expreſſeth it, 
from the life of GOD, or a divine life. They are 
in a great meaſure ſtrangers. to his nature and per- 
fections; have no clear, rational ideas of them. At 


leaſt, they have no pleaſure in converſing with him 


by meditation and prayer, or in thinking of him. 
Every act and exerciſe of the mind, which hath 
Gop for its object, 18 diſagreeable to them. Their 


thoughts and affections are ſet on other things.— 


He adds, they were enemies in their mind by wicked 
cor. They were not only alienated from him; 


ated as if they had no connection with him, and 


no dependance upon him, and were under no ob- 


ligations to him; but they were enemies to him. 


For the carnal mind is gumity againſt GOD. They 
in effect bated him. This apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
heathen in general as haters of GOD. (Rom. 1. 30.) 
They wiſhed that there were no ſuch being; or that 
be was not perfectly pure and holy. They hated 


him as a law-giver and a judge. Now wicked men 


ſhow this averſion to Gop by their works. They 
act in direct contradiction to his holy nature, will 
and commands, We can conceive no diſpoſition 
more unreaſonable, vile and finful, and no ſtate 


more wretched and abominable, than this. Let us 


conſider, 


2. The nappy a made in their ſtate. 7. hey 


evere reconciled. Upon receiving the goſpel, their 
enmity was deſtroyed. 'The - falſe ideas they had 


| of Gop, and the- pales of heart which led 
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them to keep at a diſtance from him, were changed. 
They were brought to entertain juſt and honour- 
able ideas of him; to think of him with pleaſure; 
to love him with all their hearts, as the beſt and 
moſt amiable of beings; to eſteem his ſervice rea- 
ſonable, excellent and honourable, and to. delight 
in it, They returned to their duty and allegiance, 
and their works became good in his fight. Upon 
this, they became the friends of Gov ; took pleas 


. ſure in his felicity, were concerned for his honoar; | 


and devoted themſelves entirely to his ſervice. Gop 
became their friend and father; took .pleaſure in 
them; delighted in their ſervices, and graciouſly 


Intereſted himſelf in all their concerns. They were 


likewiſe brought into his church, reconciled to his 
people, and united in the bonds of chriſtian fellow- 


| ſhip and love. So. great an alteration was made in 


their temper and ſtate! Obſerve, 

3. The means by which this change was s effefted; 
and that was by the death of Chriſt. Ia the body 
of his fleſh thro' death; that body of fleſh, which he 
was pleaſed to aſſume, that he might be. capable of 
ſuffering, and in which he actually ſuffered. He 


chearfully laid down his life to promote reconcilia · 


tion between Gop and man: or, in the language 
of the apoſtle, he died the juſt for the unjuſt, that 


he might bring as to GOD. He removed thoſe 


obſtructions that were in the way of qur,,reconcis * 


lation, by offering himſelf up as a ſacrifice for jour 


fins, Gop graciouſly provided and accepted this 
atonement, and receives penitent, believing ſinners 


to his favour. In conſequence of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
ings, he is e to mene the influ- 
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conciled to Gop, and become his 2 and 


12D. 36 


ences of the Holy Spirit, by which this great change 
is made in the heart. 8o that they, who were 
once afar off, are brought nigh by his blood, re. 


friends. Let us finally attend, : 
4. To the great end which he had in view in 


FE all this. To preſent you holy, and unblameable, and 
 wwreproveable in his fight. This may in part refer 


to that ſtate of holineſs, into which converted ſin- 


ners are brought. They become a peculiar people, 


holy to the Lord, zealous of good works, and 
ſhining in all the graces of the chriſtian character. 
But the. expreſſion ſeems rather' to refer to the 
| future fate; when the whole church ſhall be com- 
pletely art pure and holy. When 
unclean ſhall be found in it, but every heart ſhall 
be full of God and full of holineſs. When their 
conſciences ſhall not reproach them; when Satan 
ſhall have nothing to accuſe them of; and even the 
holy Gop himſelf ſhall fee nothing to blame them 


| for. Thus ſhall Chriſt © preſent the whole church 


'to himfelf, a glorious church, not having ſpot or 
wrinkle or any ſuch thing, but it ſhall be holy and 


 qavithout blemiſh.” — This is the happy change, which 


converting grace makes in ungodly, fenſual ſouls; 
theſe the means, by which the change is produced, 
and to this glorious end it leads. — Let our 
thoughts be employed upon each of thefe particu- 


lars while attending this ordinance. 


© Think, O my foul, of thy paſt, preſent and 
© future ſtate. — Think of thy paß flate. Look 
© back. on the fad condition, in which divine py 
© and love found thee 3 3 — from Gov ; 
| c 2 
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enemy in thy mind; tho” that enmity might not 


„ ſhow -itfelf in the manner, and to the degrees in | 


which the enmity of others appeareth. Thou haſt 


not perhaps been ſo bad as they; yet too much 
« alienated from the love and ſervice of thy creator 
© and benefactor. I would think of this; F —_ 


© never forget it; that the thought may keep my 


© heart humble, cheriſh my gratitude to redeeming 
love, and quicken my zeal in the ſervice of God, 
my deliverer and faviour, — Think, O' my foul, 
of thy preſent fate. I hope, thro* grace, that I 
© am reconciled to Go», and enited to Chrift by 
« faith, and a principle of holineſs. In conſequence 

« of this, I have a right to this ordinance, as a 
token of my fellowſhip with the Father and his 
* ſon Jeſus Chriſt. I can now delight in Gob and 


in his promiſes, and draw near to him with. com- 


fort, as my friend and father. I can view all 


| © his corrections as conſiſtent with, yea, as proceed- 


ing from, his paternal love; as intended and a- 
dapted to make me more holy and unblameable 
in his fight. — And indulge, © my ſoul, the 


* pleaſing thought of being made and preſented 
« perfettly holy, unblameable and unreproveable in 


his fight at laſt. Alas, how defective is my holi- 


© neſs now! My, friends perceive ſome things blame- 
able in me. My own heart blames and -reproves 


me for many fins and follies, which they do not 


* ſee. And Gop who knoweth all things, knoweth 
how many corruptions and imperfections remain 
in me, and how defective my graces are. But I 
* look forward with pleaſure to. the day, when my 
. om ſhall be made perfect. I come to this or- 

| . 4 * dinance 
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C dinance to increaſe my fitneſs for that day. Yet - 
© neyer let me forget, to. what I am indebted for 


© my privileges and my hopes; even to the love 
© of Gon, who hath contrived and appointed this 


method of reconciliation ; to the grace of that 


Saviour, who was made fleſh, and ſuffered and 
died, that I might be reconciled to Gop now, 
and at laſt be admitted to glory. Think of this 


| F love, O my ſoul, while thou art eating and drink- 
© ing at his table. Think of it as extended to all 


© thy chriſtian brethren, that thy love to them and 


_ © gratitude to our common father, may be firength- 
* ened. With ſilent reverence and thankfulneſs, 


© wonder and adore; and renew thy reſolution. to 
live as a diſciple of Chriſt, a child of Gop, a 


brother to all thy neee and an 5 


ot heaven. 


FE Arran PARTAKING. / 1 


When St. Paul had deſcribed the 3 of | 


true chriſtians, as having been reconciled to Gods, 
_ thro? the death of Chriſt, in order that they might 
be preſented holy and unblameable before him, he 


adds, (v. 23.) if. ye continue in the faith, . grounded 


and ſettled, and be not moved away from the hope of 


tlie goſpel, This ſuggeſts to us our duty, and how , 
we may expect to obtain this ſtate of complete 
holineſs and felicity. We plainly ſee that it is 


not ſufficient to make the moſt ſolemn profeſſion of 
religion; to enter into and renew covenant-engage- 

ments to be the Lord's, and for a while to practiſe 
thoſe duties, which our Lord requires of us, But 


we are to continue ha in * faith and ſet- 
=: | 4 tled. 
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tled. In order to this, it will be proper and neceſ- 
ſary often to conſider the evidences of chriſtianity, 
or the grounds upon which we believe the goſpel 
to be true, and truſt in its divine author. But as 
the will and affections often influence the judg- 
ment, great care muſt be taken, that our whole 
temper and conduct be formed upon the principles 
of the goſpel; that we be always deeply ſenſible 
of the reaſonableneſs and excellency of obedience, 
and continue fixed in our purpoſe to cleave to the 
Lord. Let none of the temptations or afflictions of 
life ever move us from our faith, our ſubjection | 
to Chriſt, and our chriſtian hope, There is no 
ſurer evidence, indeed no ſure evidence at all, that 
we ſhall be preſented unblameable in his ſight, but . 
our being holy in all manner of converſation. Let 
it be our daily concern and endeavour. to live in a 
holy, juſt and unblameable manner, and perſevere 
to the end; ſtill maintaining our dependance upon 
Chhriſt, nd abiding in him, that when he ſhall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not be aſhamed is, 
before him at als FORT 
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MEDITATION XXXIX. 1 

af 

| Jon iv. 14. ft 

| Duo r drinketh of the avater that 7 PO 11 
give him, ſhall never thirſt : but the water that " 

I Hall give him, ſhall be in him a well of was Wl © 
uu xþ into everiafing 1 „ | * 

T is a ſignal inſtance of the great wiſdom and it 

1 kindneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he hath 18 
been pleaſed, by himſelf and his apoſtles, to de- ſe: 
fcribe ſpiritual bleſſings to us, under various figures 9 
and compariſons, taken from the things of this Pl. 
life; from what we frequently ſee and are much 2 
converſant with. By this means the bleſſings of an 

the goſpel are often brought to our minds, and we ap 

are led to cheriſh thoſe affections, and practiſe Wa 

thoſe duties, to which the divine favours oblige us. an 

As faith in Chriſt, and dependance upon him are ab 

the great ſupport. of a holy life, and the means of enz 

our edification, they are deſcribed by coming to cre 

him, and building upon him as the foundation of lor 
the church. They are deſeribed by feeding on him, %a 

as the bread of life, to ſatisfy and ſtrengthen our pot 

hungry ſouls. And, in the words now before us, ear 

they are repreſented, as drinking of that water, paſ 

which he hath to give, in order to refreſn and nou - my 

Tiſh our ſouls. The water, to which our Lord here en]: 


refers, ſignifies rhe influences of the Spirit. And we 
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have two things ſaid- concerning them—that they 
deliver from the greateſt evits— and are the ſource 
of _ greateſt good. b 
They deliver from the e evil. He 
| _ heartily receiveth my goſpel, ſhall have ſuch 
aſſiſtances from my Spirit, to cleanſe, to ſandify and 
ſtrengthen him, that he ſhall ever thirf.” For the 
illuſtration of this, it may be obſerved, that there 
is in al men a thirſt; a defire of happinefs, or 
of ſomething to ſatisfy the ſoul. Carnal men ſeel 
this happineſs in the creature. It is the whole 
buſineſs of their lives to ſearch it out, and ſecure - 
it. But they are always diſappointed, The eye 
is not ſatisfied with fecing, nor the heart with poſ- 
ſeſſing. The earth ſaith, * Happineſs. is not in me.“ 
The ſea faith, It is not in me.“ Wealth, honour, 
pleaſure, friends, all ſay, when the trial is made, 
It is not in us,*—It is only to be found in Goo 
and his favour. Divine grace doth not deſtroy the 
appetite, but direct it to its proper object. The 
water which Chriſt - gives, his ſacred inftrudtions 
and influences, quiet the agitation of the mind. 
about worldly things, cool its fervent heat after the 
enjoyments and pleaſures of life. Its thirſt after 
created good is moderated. The chriſtian is no 
longer uncertain where happineſs lies, but ſeeth - 
it to be in God, and an intereſt in him, as his 
portion and ſupreme good. There he ſeeks it 
earneſtly, and there he finds. it. His inordinate 
paſſions are ſubdued; every thing irregular and tu- 
multuous is abated rr gradually compoſed,. The 
enlightened chriſtian becomes dead to ſin and. dead 
to | the world. He thirſts not after earthly things,. 
＋ . either 
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either thro* neceſſity or variety; but hath all things 
in Gop,, There he ſettles with delightful compo- 
ſure. There he finds a good, fitted to the taſte 
of his ſoul, capable of filling its largeſt deſires, and 
there it is fully ſatisfied. He now thirſts after 
nothing, but larger meaſures of divine influences, 
greater improvements in knowledge and holineſs, 
and more ſenſible manifeſtations of divine love to 
his foul: And he ſhall - not faint and languiſh for 
want of ſuitable relief. —— The water that TM 
wy —_ is likewiſe, | : 
2. A ſource of the greateſt good. The he ewater 
* 'T faall give him, ſhall be in him a well of 
ewater ſpringing up into everlaſting life the water is 
| multiplied, as it were, in him, ſo that it becomes 
an ever-flowing fountain of joy and happineſs, — 
This intimates, that true religion is a living prin- 


_ - ciple in the ſoul; a new nature, a divine nature: 


that it doth not conſiſt merely in an alteration of 
ſentiments, much leſs of external rites and forms 
and ſervices: but in the principles and affections of 
the ſoul. The chriſtian's motives are inward. There 
is a law in his heart, which excites him to his duty, 
and bears him above all his difficulties and temp- 
_ rations, — The expreſſion intimates, that this princi- 
5 ple is frong and adtive. It operates freely and 
without conſtraint; like a fountain pouring forth 
its ſtreams. He is not influenced by worldly views 
and motives, which are always weak, and often 
varying; nor doth he habitually act thro” fear of 
wrath, and with the terrors of a ſlave; but from 
gratitude and love, and the evident vigorous ten- 
: dencies of a new and divine nature - implanted in 
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him. The fountain of holineſs within flows on: 
He ſtudies and labours daily to grow wiſer and 
better. He is uneaſy, except he finds that he 
makes ſome advances in the divine life. He is am- 
bitious and zealous to do good to others, to com- 
municate to them the comforts he feels, and to 
animate and. refreſh 'their ſouls. 'This is agreeable 
to what our Lord ſays, © He that believerh on me, 
out of his belly fall flow living water - that is, 
the religious principle within excites him to labour 
diligently and WR for the converſion and ſal- 
vation of others. The expreſſion likewiſe inti- 
mates, that it 1s an abiding, lafting principle in the 
ſoul. Like a ſpring of water continually flowing. 
on and never ſtopping. His inward ſatisfaQtion re- 
mains, and will be increaſing and ſtrengthening, if 
this principle be duly cultivated, and the Proper 
means for its increaſe diligently uſed and im- 
proved. — And then we are directed to the con/un- 
mation of this character and happine/s. It ſprings 
up into everlaſting life. Grace is glory begun here, 
and it will terminate in a ſtate of complete and 
eternal ' happineſs; in the enjoyment of Gop ; in 
likeneſs to him; in the reſt and felicity of all the 
capacities and powers of the ſoul. in him. The 
chriſtian aims at this glory in all his religious 
ſervices, yea in all his earthly buſineſs and enjoy 
ments. At length his ſatisfaction ſhall be entire 
and uninterrapted, and he cannot form a wiſh for 
any thing better. 

Ils this indeed the . 0 my foul? I rope 
thou knoweſt, by ſome ſmall experience, that it 
© 1s 0 What a noble * then is Ws reli- 
| | gion? 
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gion? How glorious is that goſpel, "which re- 
© news, ſanftifies, and fatisfies the ſoul? How 
© highly art thou indebted to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
* who gives thee this water, who invites thee to 
e rather ern er drink? How great is the 

power of his Spirit, that can implant and now- 


'< riſh this ſacred principle in the ſoul, and carry it 


on to maturity? All my attainments, comforts 
© and hopes are owing to a ſupply of his Spirit, 
is better adapted to ſtrengthen and invigorate this 
principle within me, than the Lord's Supper. It 
< ſupports the life of holineſs in the foul. It 
«© makes this well of water, as it were, /þring up 


© more plentifully and fo becomes an earneſt of ever- 
'< lafting life. I would come to it with ardent 
© defire. I read that David when he was athirſt, 
© ſaid, © O that one would give me to drink of 


© the water of the well of Bezkdehem !* And hall 


| © not ſay, O that I might at this time have a 


© plentiful ſupply of the water of life! Here is 

« proviſion made for ſuch a ſupply. Lord, I am 
© now come to drink. I would approach the well 
© of ſalvation with thankfulneſs and joy; and 
© may I now be abundantly ſatisfied with the fat- 
* oſs of oy houks, and rink. Ann. 
< pleaſure ! 
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Our common ſprings are fed by unſeen- chan- 
nels, but the providence of Gop: directs their 
courſe. It is ſo in „ e concerns. Let us * 


wth the Pſalmiſt, all wy ſprings are in thee. | 


hope we have been refreſhed and ſtrengthened by 
this ordinance, and are growing more meet for 
the poſſeſſion of eternal life. Let us ſhow that 
this is the caſe, by not thirſting after the world ; 
not being fond of any of its enjoyments and plea- 
ſures, Let us leave all its polluting, unſatisfying 
joys, to thoſe who know no better; whoſe taſte is 
corrupt and depraved, and who live only to the 
fleſh. Let us not be eager after its innocent 
joys; but deny ourſelves, and moderate our thirſt 
for them. Let us go on to ſeek our refreſhment 
and 1 in Gos; for there only fſhall we 
find it. Let us cultivate the religious prineiple 
with 4 utmoſt care, and watch diligentiy againſt 
every thing that would weaken it; every thing 


that would interrupt this ſacred ſtream. Still may 


it flow on, and be more plentiful every day, till 
it end in everlaſting life. To this purpoſe let us 
be often ſaying, in the language of the Samaritan 
woman, Lord, give me this water, that I chirſt 
not,” and till at lengch I ſhall have no need to 


come any more, as now, to theſe ordinances to 
: draw. | 
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eee, 


8 . 


the atonement. 


G bss, is profitable unto all thing 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come.“ This the. apoſtle 
ſhows in the words now before us. They are a 


proper ſubject of meditation at the Lord's Supper. 


Fe had ſaid in the beginning of the chapter that we 
not only rejoice in hope of the glory of God, but 
we glory in tribulations alſo; conſidering the many 
advantages which reſult from them; eſpecially their 
tendency to train us up for a better ſtate. He' then 


| deſcribes the amazing love of Gop in giving his 


ſon to die for us. He mentions the fruits of his 
death, or the benefits which he hath obtained for us 


were reconciled to Gop by the death of his ſon, 
much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by 
his life, which he employs for our intereſt and 
benefit. He then adds, that we are not only enti- 
tled to ſalvation in the life which is to come, but 
© we joy in Gop thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 


whom we have now received the atonement.” Thus 


2 foundation is lad for making the preſent life 


comfortable. 


And not only fo, but we alſo joy in GOD, thro 8 ; 
Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, oy wes '* we have now received ' 


thereby. He argues, that © If, when enemies, we 
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comfortable. Here we have the chriſtian's privilege 
and duty, —and the foundation of it. | 
1. We have an account of what is both the pri- 

vilege and duty of the true c , namely; r 
joy in GOD thro! our Lord Fefus hriſt. There is 

2 foundation laid for our holy joy and boaſting in 
Goo, and he reaſonably expects that we ſnould Fl 
rim this temper. As his reconciled creatures and 
ſervants, we have cauſe to boaſt, and triumph in 
our covenant-relation to him and intereſt in him. 
We were once enemies. This is evidently implied 
in the idea of our being reconciled, as well as af- 
ſerted by the | apoſtle. But being by repentance and 
faith reconciled, the Lord becomes our Gop, our 
friend and father, and we: have a covenant-title to 
every favour and bleſſing, which can make us happy. 
We can now rejoice in his boundleſs power, which 
before was our terror: for it is now engaged for 
our ſecurity and ſalvation. We can look up to him 
and converſe with him, tho' ſo inſinitely great and 


glorious, without being terriſied by his excellencies, 


or ſlaviſhly fearful of his wrath. It is our duty to 
be always joyful in the Lord; to reflect with the 
higheſt pleaſure upon the riches | of his love, the 
extent of his power, and his faithfulneſs to all his. 
promiſes and engagements, It becomes us to 
expreſs this joy in all our devotional approaches to 
Gon; and whenever we bow our knees before him, 
to abound in praiſe and. thankſgiving. To be al- 
ways mourning and complaining at his footſtool, is 
very unſuitable to his infinite love, and the friendly 
terms on which he graciouſly permits us to approach 
to 0 —We ought likewiſe to expreſs this joy 

_ 
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in Gop i our converſe with others; to cultivate and 
manifeſt habitual chearfulneſs. This is fit in itſelf; 
conſidering what favours Gop hath ſhown us, and 
What hopes he bath ſet before us. It is a temper 
pleaſing to him, who delighteth in the. profperity of 
his ſervants. It is honourable to religion, and may 
animate others to the faithful diſcharge of their daty. 
No affliction ſhould damp this ſacred affection. For 
whatever we ſuffer here, Gop will be our ſtrength, 
our guide unto death and our portion for ever. 
Let us then reſolve 'with David, My ſoul ſhall 
male her boaſt in the Lord, —But let us be careful 
to remember, that we are to joy in God thro' ow 
Lord Feſus Chrift.” He hath ſaved us from fin and 
deſtruction, and brought us into this peaceful, joy- 
ful Rate. He ſupports the work of grace in our 
hearts, and gives us ſo much cauſe to rejoice, 
And when we expreſs our joy before Gop and offer 
to him the ſacriſce of thankſgiving, even the fruit 
of our lips, all is to de done in the name and tho 
che mediation of Jeſus Chriſt.— Let us now reflect, 
| 2. On the ground of this privilege und duty. 
Whence have we reafon, why is it our duty, to re- 
joice in Gos? It ia becauſe by Chrift 4% have r- 
ceived the atonement. 80 our tranſlators render it, 
but very improperly. For it is God, who received 
and accepted the atonement, made for our fins by 
the death of his fon. The word is the reconciliation, 
and fo a like word had been rendered in the. pre- 


oieding verſe; © we were #ezconciled to Gop,' We 


| have the reconcitiation, foretold and promiſed by the 


jewiſh prophets, typified and repreſented: by che f 
crifices, and other methods of reconciliation * 
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ted by: the law. This reconciliation is offered' to all. 
Minifters beſeech all men in Chriſt's ftead to be 
reconciled to God. Yet none but true believers 
receive this reconciliation. Others will not believe, 
will not comply with the terms of the goſpel; ſo 
| that they have no right to joy in Gon. But the 

true chriſtian approves this method of reconciliation, 
receives it. with full conſent of will, and grateful 
affection to the kind mediator. He refts upon it, as 
the ground of his hope. He therefore may take com- 
fort and rejoice in it. Now, fince Gop hath hefe 
ed upon us fo great a favour, and brought us into 
ſo honourable, ſecure and happy a ſtate, we ſhall be 
ungrateful to him, and wanting to ourſelves and to 
the credit of religion, if we do not humbly boaſt 
and joy in him: if we do not celebrate his praiſes, 
and, like the apoſtles ae 
and cenſures, be always rejoicing. 

This erdinance. is well adapted to. impeebs theſe 
truths upon our hearts, and cheriſh our holy joy in 
God. © Fain would I rejoice in che Lord, (will the 

* chriſtian ſay) at all times and in every circum- 
© ance; but efpecially in his houfe and at his 
table. I here perceive, more clearly than at other 
* times, the ſtate into which I am brought; a ſtate 
* of fellowſhip with Gon. I am ſeated as a child 
Dat his table, and allowed to feaſt with him in 
token of reconciliation, as was the caſe in ſome 
* of the antient ſacrifices. I have the pleafure to 
* ſee many of my fellow-chriſtians, jaint- partalcers 
* of, this. ordinance, and of the grace which it re- 
* preſents. I hope my heart is formed and maul - 
: "oy n to * benevolent * of the 


* gol pel ; 
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© goſpel; fo that I can heartily rejoice in this bro- 
* therly union. I here clearly view the death of 


'« Chriſt 'figured out, as the means of reconciliation. 


1 fee an emblem of that blood, which cemented 
the breach and made the atonement. Thus I am 
reminded, that I am juſtified and reconciled: to 
Gop by the death of his ſon. I have here like- 


This ordinance confirms my faith in that delight. 
ful truth, that Jeſus, thro* whom I am recanciled, 
© tho* now abſent from us, is alive; concerned for 
my intereſt, and employing all his authority and 
power for my falvation. What then have I to 
fear? What ſhould hinder my joy in God? I am 
a taught by this ſervice to expect his ſecond com- 
ing, when he will perfect the deliverance. and 


- 


„ © falvation of his ſervants. Yet alas, how cold is 


my love to Go and the Redeemer ! How little 
am I affected with the bleſſings of reconciliation, 

peace, and hope! How defective are my gratitude 
and obedience! May this new approach to Gov, 
as my reconciled father and my. ſupreme. felicity, 
_ © raiſe and firengthen my hope and my joy, and 


c confirm my reſolution to live to him, who died 


for me and roſe again, that I may have. * 
2 for conſtant, yea for everlaſting joy * A. 6s g 


AFTER. PARTAKING. 


When the apoſtle Paul had been ſpeaking of 
God's reconciling the world to himſelf, and com- 
mitting to the apoſtles the miniſtry of. reconciliati- 


on, he adds, (2 Cor. vi. 1.) We then, as workers 


. with kim, beſeech ey that ye receive nit 
| the 


33 — 
* 


wiſe the pledge and affurance of final ſalvation. 
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the grace of GOD in vain.“ So would I addreſa 
and beſeech you, that you would walk -agreeably 
to ſo high and honourable a privilege: that you 
improve it to more fervent love, more ſteadfaſt obe- 
| dience, and a warmer zeal for the honour and in- 
tereſt of Gop. That you live near to him in the 
exerciſes of lively deyotion, and manifeſt habitual 
gratitude and chearfulneſs. Watch with the utmoſt 
care againſt every thing, that would draw your 
hearts from Gop, and interrupt your joy in him. 


Have we been enabled to joy in Gop thro* our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Let this ſpoil our reliſh for all 
ſinful pleaſures. Let it promote our moderation to 
all thoſe animal and earthly pleaſures, . which are 
in themſelves lawful. If they ever become our chief. 
joy, they will alienate the ſoul from its creator 
and portion, and indiſpoſe it for divine and ange- 
lick pleaſures. Let all our innocent gratifications 
lead us to him, who giveth us a capacity for them, 
and the means of obtaining them. Let them all 
terminate in him. Whatever is a cauſe of our re- 
joicing, ſhould ſtrengthen our affection to him, and 
promote our chearful, ſteadfaſt obedience. Let no 
aflitions or ſorrows prevent our rejoicing in him, 
who is the Father of mercies, and the Gop of all 
comfort, and who will cauſe them all to work to- 
gether for our good. Finally, let all the joy we 
have in Gop thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, lead our 
thoughts to, and promote our preparation for, a 
ſtate of everlaſting nearneſs to him, and fellowſhip 
with him, in his preſence. above, where there is 
fulneſs of Joy and er for evermore.. 
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W herefore alſo. it is contained in the bee Be- 
hold, I lay in Sion a chief corner - ane, eled, 
precious: and he that believeth on him ſhall mt 
be confounded. — Unto you vere wich . 


he is precious - — 


Tz deſign of our aunt at the" table of 
the Lord is to remember him with grati- 
tude and ſeriouſneſs. It will tend to promote our 
edification and comfort by that ordinance, to re- 
member and confider him as the foundation of our 
faith, and of our hope; of all our expectations of 
pardon, acceptance with God and eternal life. Let 


aus carefully attend to the view here given of him 


by St. Peter — of the happineſs of thoſe who believe 


in him — and how they ſtand affected to him in 


eonſequenee of it. Let us conſider, 
I. The wiew here given of Jeſus Chriſt, « Behold 


T lay in Sion @ chief” corner-flone, elect, precious.” 


The chriſtian church is deſcribed under the idez 
of a building. Chrift is repreſented as the founds- | 
tion-ftone ; according to the prophecy | of Iſaiah 
(Ch. xxviii. 16.) from whence St. Peter takes the 


paſſage now before us. He is the foundation of the 
chriſtian church: the author and finiſher of our 
faith, and the ſupporter of that religion which he 
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hath publiſhed: to the world. He is ü chief 

corner-ſtens: that which hath the greateſt honour 
and is the moſt excellent of its kind. He is fo 
called, becauſe he ſupports the church in general, 
and all the privileges, which. as chriſtians we enjoy, 
and all. the hopes which his faithful followers en- 
tertain, He alſo unitds and knits: together the 
whole chureh, collected from Jews and Gentiles, 
as the corner ſtone unites the fides of a building. 
 _—He is called ela and precious; choſen of Gop 
do this honour, en account of his great dignity and 

his ſpotleſs character. He is highly valuable and 
eſteemed in the fight of Gos and all wiſe and good 
beings, This foundation, the prophet. and the apoſ- 
tle my, was laid by Gop himſelf. He gave his 
own ſon to be the faviour of the world; ſet him 
forth to be a propitiation, and hath exalted him to 
be a prince and a ſaviour. Let us obſerve, 

2. The happineſs of thoſe who believe on him, 
To believe on him is not meerly to believe and 
profeſs his doctrine, but fincerely to receive him 
both as a teacher and a ſaviour; to ſubmit our 
whole ſouls to his authority, and truſt and ref 
upon him alone for ſalvation; as the whole build- 
ing reſts upan the foundation. Thoſe who. thus 
believe on him ſhall not 3e confounded. This con- 
tains an awful intimation, that they who do not 
believe on him, who are not united to him by faith 
and love and abedience, as the building is to the 
ſoundation, ſhall be confoanded. ' They ſhall be 
aſhamed of their negle& of him, and diſappointed 
in * thoſe things, which they make their con- 
IM will bo —_ and: vexed, as a_man 
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who builds upon a bad foundation * when — 
ſees the ſuperſtructure tottering and falling. H 
will be confounded in having truſted to a * 
' of lies; to a corner-ſtone, which will not bear the 
- weight he lays upon it. But they who believe, ſhall 
never be confounded. Their hopes are firm. Their 
edifice is ſtable. They ſhall be ſettled in peace and 
comfort. They ſhall never be aſhamed of the 
_ cauſe in which they have embarked, and the pains 

they have taken to ſupport that cauſe; to edify 
themſelves and others in their moſt holy faith and 
to make continued improvements in the divine life. 


HED. 4t. 


The expreſſion implies more; his hopes ſhall be - 


fully anſwered ;- his expectations ſhall be far outdone, 
80 the ſervants of Gop in all ages have found; 


for he is a tried ſtone, a jars Truman. TING | 


_ obſerve, 
3- How 8 1 affected to Chriſt in con- 


h ſequence of the ſecurity and happineſs, which they 
enjoy by him. He is precious to them. © Unto you 
therefore who believe, he is precious. While others 
reeject and ſpeak againſt him, and ſtumble at this 
corner-ſtone, Chriſt is highly honoured by them 
that believe. He is preciouſne/s itſalf. They eſ⸗ 
teem and value him above every thing, that can be 
compared with him. Whatever mean and underva- 


luing thoughts others may have of him, the ſoul 


which hath fled to him and truſted in him, as an 
all-ſufficient ſaviour, eſteems and loves him with 


8 e- Ag and ardour, boaſts. of him and triumphs 


in him. The real chriſtian, having experienced 
compoſure, peace and hope, as .the confequence of 
bis ſincere faith in the Redeemer, eſteems him pre- 
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cious on account of his perſonal cncellencine, and 
precious in every office which he ſuſtains, and every 
relation in which he ſtands to his church. _ 
| Let me now. aſk you, my chriſtian Friends, what 
think ye of Chriſt? What reception hath he met 
with from you? How ſtand ye affected to Jeſus ? 
Try the foundation of your faith and hope by this 
teſt, Is Chriſt precious to you? Do you think of 
him, love him, delight to hear of his glory and grace? 
Do you love his goſpel and all his commandments 
and ordinances? Do you cordially love all, how- 
ever they may differ from you in ſentiments, modes 
and forms, who appear to ſerve Chriſt: and live 
agreeably to his laws? Do. you breathe aſter more 
of his temper and ſpirit, lament your deficiency i in 
it and preſs on toward perfection? 2 | 
© I hope (may the chriſtian ſay) that I have built 
on this foundation and am truſting my whole ſal- 
vation upon it. I rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, eſteem 
him moſt amiable and lovely in all his relations 
and offices. I feel, and O] that I could feel 
more of, a grateful ſenſe of my . immenſe obliga- 
tions to him, for my recovery from fin, for all 
my religious privileges, enjoyments and hopes! 
would ſhow in my whole converſation, how pre- 
cious he is to. my ſoul. I come to his table to 
I * manifeſt my faith in him and veneration for 44s ; 
do bear a publick teſtimony to his divine autho- 
* rity, his ſpotleſs character, and dying love. I hope 
the thoughts of theſe now poſſeſs my heart. I 
* would particularly reflect on what he hath already 
done and is ftill doing for me, as head of the 
: church, and interceſſor tos * * people. And 
M 


ao _ 
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: ur 
may this ſervice melt my too inſenſible heart into | 
© an eſteem and affection for him, and a chearful — 
« confidence in him, proportioned to his amazin We 
© love. to me! I would for the future think of him neſs 
— more frequently and affectionately; love him more chat 
* ardently; delight to hear of his grace and glory; | WR 


© and equally delight to hear of his laws and 
© precepts. and example. I would love his ordi- | Gena 
© nances and his people, and earneſtly aſpire after Ml 
more of his temper and ſpirit.” If this be the 
defire and reſolution of our ſouls, we ſhall be wel- 

come to his table. The bread and wine uſed ther: N 
will bring his ſufferings to your remembrance, by 


which he ſhowed his veneration for the holineſs and 2 
authority of his heavenly Father, and his ſubmiſ⸗- And 
ſion to the divine will, and manifeſted the great- plici 
neſs of his pity and love towards us. And while 1 
this ſervice contributes to make him more precious _ 


and valuable in your eſteem, it will, I hope, diſpoſe | 

and enable you, in every circumſtance of future = 
life, to render unto the Lord cry A to the benc- 
fits which you Barg received. | 


Arran PARTAKING, 


NY When we have been attending the Lord's Supper, 

hearing of his ſuitableneſs to our circumſtances, 
and feeling t that he is indeed precious, how fit and 
deſirable is it that we ſhould ſeriouſly 2 that 


exhortation of St. Peter, (1 Pet. ii. 2.) Seeing ye F a 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious, as  new-born 3 
babes d gere the "fincere milk of the word, that ye may him : 
grow thereby.” We have ſeen how ſuitable Chriſt is to * 
hs” necellitics and deſires of an awakened inner, of liction 


an 
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an humble penitent, and of every true chriſtian. 


We have, I hope, a ſtrong reliſh for his preciouſ- 


neſs and grace. Let it be our care to preſerye 


that reliſk, and to live by the faith of the ſon of 
| Gov. Let us ſeek daily ſupplies of grace from 
Gov, the fountain of all good, thro' the media- 
tion, and by the hands, of our merciful high prieſt. 8 
Let us deſire further acquaintance with his word, 

that pure, unadulterated milk, which is adapted to 
' nouriſh and delight the ſoul, and to promote its 


growth in every virtue. Let us ſeek further in- 


ſtruction and conſolation from it, as earneſtly. as 
new-born babes ſeek nouriſhment from the breaſt. 


And let us receive it with the meekneſs and fim- 


plicity of little children. As you profeſs to believe 


in Chriſt, to be fixed on him as the ſure founda- 
tion, labour to be edified in every branch of virtue 
and goodneſs; to riſe higher and higher every day 
in your religious improvements; that you may do 
honour to the foundation, and receive greater ho- 


nour from Gov. In order to this, remember, and 


daily reflect upon, what you have been now doing. 


In all your devotions conſider Jeſus as your advo- 
cate, and hope for acceptance in the beloved. Ma- 


nifeſt to all who know and ſee you, that Jeſus is 
precious to you; by hating and ſhunning every fin, 


every appearance of evil, which he hateth ; by lov | 
ing and practiſing that holineſs, which he loveth, 


and. of which he hath ſet you a {ſpotleſs example. 
Labour to bring others to. know, ſerve, and truſt 
him, and thus promote their happineſs. Endeavour 
that he may be precious to you under all your af- 


flictions, as your pattern, your compaſſionate high | 
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prieſt and your hope: that he may be precious, to 
you in your dying moments, as the reſurrection 
and the life. In ſhort, © Whatever ye do in word 
or in deed, do all in the name of our Lord | Jeſus 
Chriſt, giving thanks to Gop. eyen the Father by 
him.“ Thus, by being built on this foundation, 
you will become ſpiritual temples; holy to the Lord; 
inhabited by his Spirit; enriched and adorned with 
_ thoſe graces, which are the trueſt, brighteſt orna- 
ments. And at length the head-ſtone of the glori- 
ous edifice will be brought forth with ſhouting, 


- 


crying, grace, grace unto it. | 
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MEDITATION XIII. 
Exopvus XXXI11, 18. 


4. he ſaid, 4 beſeech thee flow » me ty glory. 


HE Pſalmiſt ſpeaks in very devout ſtrains of 
ſeeing the power and glory of Gop in his 
 ſantuary, as what was the object of his warmeſt 
deſire. And thoſe that have been favoured with 
ſuch a fight, will earneftly deſire, that it may be 
repeated; and often adopt the language of Moſes, 
I beſeech thee ſhow me thy glory. Gop had pro- 
miſed Moſes, as the leader of Iſrael, that his pre- 
ſence - ſhould go with them and give them reſt. 
Mojes had prayed for this bleſſing in behalf of 
Iſrael, and Gop repeats the promiſe; © I will do 
what thou haſt ſpoken, for thou haſt found grace 
in my fight, and I know thee by name, that is, I 
treat thee as a particular friend and favourite. 
Then Meet prayer; that he micht ſee the 9 
of the Lord. 

This is a proper petition for us, when we are 
approaching the Lord's Table. It ſhould be our 
defire to know and. experience more of the favour 
and ſpiritual influence of Gop; in order to pre- 
ſerve and improve in us a deyout and holy temper. 
Mojes was too wiſe to ſuppoſe, that the eſſence 
of Gop could be ſeen. He knew him an 

M 3 | pure 
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pure ſpirit, an inviſible being. But having heard anc 


his voice out of the pillar of cloud, he ſeems to me 
have imagined, that there was ſome glorious ap- Th 
pearance, wrapt up in the darkneſs, which might and 
be ſeen: ſome more plain and ſenſible repreſenta- con 
tion of the glory of the Lord. This he deſired to It 
ſee. Not, we may ſuppoſe, out of mere curioſity, hay 
but to have his mind more deeply impreſſed with Cy, 
the "majeſty of Gop; to have his veneration and neſt 
love to him increaſed ; his activity in the ſervice bis 
of []zHovan promoted, and his ability and reſo- 1 
Tution to bear up under the fatigues' and dif- ſom 
couragements which he met with, ſtrengthened. on 
G0 D in much ryercy denies part of his requeſt, and 
telling him, that he could not ſee his face and live. anc 


The reſplendent glory would be too great for deſc 
mortality to bear. Even St. Paul was overpowered ſabj 
-with''a tranſient viſion of the divine glory, which nati 
left a thorn'in hit fleſt, or a great weakneſs upon Brac 
his nerves. Nay the 7/-aelites could not bear the ſelf 


luſtre of Ma/zs? countenance after he had been with diſc 
"Gov, but he was obliged to cover his face when was 
he ' ſpoke to them, vet Gop (kindly granted him Go 
ſome part of his requeſt. He indulged him with in 
ſome manifeſtation of his glory; ſome bright dil- to ! 
play of himſelf, called his back-parts, and as much us 
as Moſes could bear. But he indulged” him to the adm 
utmoſt, in proclaiming his name to him, and dif- min 
covering his goodneſs. Meſes prayed to ſee his ſhou 
glory. Gor caufed all his goodneſs to paſs before cite 
him; proclaiming himſelf, the Lord Gop, mer- the 
eiful and gracious, long- ſuffering, abundant in It 


goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for deen, 
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Theſe titles of Jeyovan afford peculiar ſupport 


cy, than of his majeſty; as exhibiting his good- 
_ neſs and reconcileableneſs, rather than Glplaying 


ſome proper thoughts to us, during our attendance” 
on this ſervice, —It naturally leads us to. admire 
and adore the conde/cending goodn:/: of Gop to his 
ancient ſervant. Men are charmed with the, con- 
deſcenſion of a prince, who ſhows himſelf to his- 


grace was it in the King of kings to reveal him- 
to his condeſcenſion and grace. It may juflly,. fill 


the glory of the Lord, eſpecially at this or 


oe: or deſire. any ſuch favour, as was ſhown to 
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and pardoning iniquity.” _ Gov's goodneſs and 
mercy are. his glory, his honour, and his delight. 


and pleaſure to humble pious ſouls, amidſt their 
conſciouſneſs of innumerable fins and imperfections. 
It is comfortable to us to think, that Gop would 
have us know him more by the glory of his mer- 


his ſupremacy and power. 6 
This remarkable and inſundive be will. ſuggeſt 


ſubjects on particular occaſions, and gratifies their 
natural and ſtrong curioſity, What a ſtoop of 


ſelf thus to Moſes ? It was merciful in him to 
diſcover what was diſcovered, and to conceal. what | 
was concealed. Whatever views of the glory of 
Gop we are at any time favoured with, eſpecially 13 
in the acts of worſhip, they ought to be aſcribed - 


us with ſurprize, and lead us to ſay with high 
admiration, Lord, What is man, that thou art 
mindful of him, and the ſon of man, that thou 
ſhouldeſt thus viſit him ?'—This ſubject ſhould- ex- 
cite us earneſtly. to . deſire ſome manife ations of 


dinapce. 
It would be ignorance and madneſs for: us to. ex- 


M A: Moſes. 
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| 


| berly, righteouſly and godly. J 
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Naſes. But Gop hath ways of diſcovering himſelf 
to his people, as their kind and gracious father; 
which will contribute to their edification and delight. 
His indulging Maſes requeſt; tho? it might ſeem too 


bold, encourageth us to pray, that he would ſhow 


us his glory. He doth it indeed in his works. 
The heavens declare his glory. The earth is full 
of his preſence and riches. But he manifeſts him- 
ſelf in peculiar ways to his faithful ſervants, eſpe- 
cially in his houſe, where they behold his beauty 


and taſte his grace. At the Lord's Table we have a 
clearer diſplay of his goodneſs and mercy than in 
any other ſcene and circumſtance. We ſee it in 


the appointment of a redeemer and mediator. We 
ſee it in the ſufferings of his dear ſon. In this 


event the riches of his grace are diſplayed. By it 


wie are reconciled to Gop : and divine influences, pur- 


chaſed by Jeſus, are communicated by him to his 
people to quicken and comfort their hearts. His 
ordinances and the conſolations of his Spirit ſtrength- 


en and delight every devout worſhipper, and fit and 


prepare them for brighter manifeſtations of his glo- 


ry in the future world. — As ſuch views of the 
divine goodneſs, ſuch difplays of his glory are 


delightful, ſo they are trans/orming. They ſhow us 


our meanneſs and deformity, and ſo promote our 
humiliation and penitence, They diſpoſe us cor- 
dially to receive the goſpel, as the grace of Gov, 


that bringeth ſalvation, and teacheth us to live ſo- 


to deſire and labour after a greater likeneſs to 


; Gon, and to be more exact imitators of him, | 
as his dear children. | 


« May 


And they lead us 
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May this glory ſhine upon my ſoul, (will 

« every devout chriſtian ſay) while I ſee the ele- 
ments repreſenting the death of my Saviour, and 
« ſo proclaiming the goodneſs of the Lord! While 
] taſte them, may I taſte and ſee that the Lord 
is good, and that bleſſed is the man that truſteth 
in him! If he is pleaſed then to manifeſt himſelf 

* to my ſoul, I would receive the diſcovery with 
the greateſt humility. While Gop paſſed by 
« Moſes and proclaimed his name, Maſes bowed 
© his head to. the earth and worſhipped. Thus 
* would I ſhow all the marks of the profoundeſt 
veneration and humility of mind. Nothing ap- 
pears more venerable in my eyes than the mercy 
© of the Lord. I would Fear him and his goodneſs. 
© The more I ſee of his grace, the more aſhamed 
would I be of my fins, and of my great unlike- 
* neſs to him. The more would I labour to 
« reſemble my indulgent Father, to ſecure an in- 
tereſt in his goodneſs, mercy and truth; and 
improve it to engage me to ſerve him in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs before him all the days of my 
© life. And may he proclaim his name, and make 
* himſelf known to me at that ordinance, that this 
bleſſed effect may be * by my attendance 
upon it!“ 


Ar TEN PARTAKING. 


When we have been obſerving this 1 = 
can we adopt the words of David, (Pſalm xlviii. 
8, 9.) and ſay, © As we have heard, ſo have we 
ſeen in the city of our Gop? We have thought 
o', ſeen 14 felt © his loving kindneſs in the midſt 
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of his temple. ' Let us be very thankful for any in- 
dulgence of this kind; for any ſpiritual influences, 


which have fixed our thoughts, raiſed our devotion, 


and ſtrengthened our faith and hope, and our re- 


ſolutions for univerſal obedience. Whatever degrees 
of the divine glory have been manifeſted to us, 


let us improve them to Gop's honour, to the cre- 


dit of our profeſſion and our uſefulneſs in future 


life. After that tranſaQtion of Maſes with the great 
| Jznovan, which we have been contemplating, hi 


Face ſione. All 1/rael ſaw by this, that he had 


been with Gop, and remarkably favoured by him. 
If Gow hath indulged us with any peculiar diſ- 
coveries of his preſence and .love, let us with the 


_ warmeſt gratitude aſcribe the praiſe to him. It 


may be moſt prudent, and moſt agreeable to that 
| deep humility which ſuch diſcoveries will always 
_ excite, to keep our fublimeſt joys locked up in 
our own breaſts; except we meet with ſome judi- 


cious, experienced and humble chriſtians, to whom 
we may communicate them, in order to engage 
their thankfulneſs on our account, and their af- 
ſiſtance in improving ſuch a ſignal favour. But 
there is a propriety and fitneſs in bearing teſtimony | 


before others, that religion's ways are pleaſantneſs 
and all her paths peace. It is evidently our duty 
to ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth the 
word of life, that others, ſeeing our good works, 
may glorify our heavenly father. Let our holy, juſt, 
and unblameable converſation manifeſt, that we 
have ſeen the glory of the Lord; that we have 
been with Jeſus: otherwiſe all pretences to the 

nat of Go and communion with him are 


_ 
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hypocritical. There have been ſome great preten · 

ders to intercourſe with heaven and. communica- 
tions from above, who have aQed as if they had had 


fellowſhip with Satan. But we have not ſo learned 
Chriſt. Let our tempers be ſpiritual, Heavenly, 


mild, benevolent; ; and let our whole lives adorn 


religion. Ariſe then and ſhine, for thy light is 
come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
_ thee.” — Let ſuch views of the divine glory lead 
us to long for that bleſſed world, where we ſhalt 
enjoy brighter manifeſtations of it. Mo/es in glory | 
could bear the transfiguration of Chriſt, tho“ the 
apoſtles while in fleſh, could not. There the ſoul 
will be ftrengthened to bear the effulgence of di- 
vine glory. Our viſions of it here are compara- 
tively, ſmall and tranſient and uncertain: there 
they will be conſtant, large, and fully ſatafying. 
wy ſhall never ceaſe to feel the happy effects of 


Our ſouls . fixed near the Almighty's throne, +. 


like planets in orbs round the ſun, will conſtantly 
receive luſtre from him and refle& it all around. 
They will be for ever brightening and improving 
in their likeneſs to him, and conſequently in their 
felicity. Let us long for that reſplendent day, 
when © the Lord God ſhall be our everlaſting lights 
and our Gop our glory. Amen. 


* 
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7 


33 ran 1. „ 
— V. ich things the angels de fire to look into. 


H E things which, the edle tells us, the 


angels defire to look into, are the ſalvation 
of true chriſtians, the ſufferings of Chriſt | and 


the glory that ſhould follow; which the jewiſh pro- 


phets ſearched into, and which the apoſtles preach- 


ed, by the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt ſent. down 


from heaven. From whence we may juſtly infer, how 


important and valuable theſe things are in themſelves ; 


and how worthy they are of our moſt ſerious and 


diligent ui; eſpecially as a neceſſary peat 


for the happineſs of the heavenly world. 
In this connection, it is natural to obſerve, how 


excellent and uſeful an ordinance the Lord's $ upper ts, 


which immediately direfts our thoughts to thoſe 


things, which the angels deſire to look into. In- 


deed all the ordinances of the goſpel anſwer this 


end. Theſe intereſting topicks run thro? all our pray- 

ers, thankſgivings and diſcourſes: and if angels were 
to preach to men, doubtleſs they would principally. 

inſiſt upon thoſe things, into which they intenſely look. 


But this ordinance was particularly appointed — to 
bring them to our remembrance — and to fix upon 


our hearts a deep and * ſenſe of their yu 


importance. 
1. It 
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I. It is appointed zo bring theſe things to our re- 
 membrance. The glories of the Redeemer, and of 
the redemption which he hath wrought out, ſhine 
in every chriſtian ordinance. But here is, as it were, 

2a conſtellation of them: many glories united and 
ſet in the moſt ſtriking point of light. Our thoughts 
are here led to the incarnation of Chriſt, which the 
angels beheld. and adored with ſo much joy, They 
contemplated his being made fleſh and dwelling upon 
earth, which rendered him capable of ſuffering and 


dying for our ſakes. We are here led to conſider | 


the ſufferings of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould 
follow ; which the Spirit revealed to the prophets, 
which they ſearched diligently into, and which the 
angels beheld with joyful ſurprize. We ſee that 
wonderful ſcene, the moſt wonderful which human 
eyes ever beheld, the body of Chriſt broken for our 
ſins, and his blood ſhed to obtain our pardon, peace 
and eternal life. We remember that ſaviour, who 
was once, for a while, made a /ittle lower than the 
angels, that he might taſte of death for every man. 
We ſee the manner, in which Gop's covenant- 
tranſactions with mankind have been carried -on and 
ratified; even by ſacrifice; and the gracious terms on 
which he admits guilty men to his favour. We 
| view the method by which the Spirit was obtained 
for us, by whoſe aſſiſtances we are ſtrengthened with 
all might in the inner man. The death of Chrift, 
which we here contemplate, was that amazing event, 
by which angels and men are united in one ſacred 
ſociety, joined under Jeſus their common head and 
Lord, and hold communion with one another, We 
are brought nigh by the blood of Chriſt, admitted 
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nto the houſehold of Gop and joined to the. holy 
amily in heaven and earth. We here teſtify our 
'Uth in the glories, which ſucceeded Chriſt's ſuffe- 
_ ings, and in his ſecond coming to raiſe and reward 
II his faithful followers. Theſe are the things 
hich angels look into, and they are here wg 

o dur remembrance. Further, 
2. This ordinance tends to fix a deep and habitual 
 »/e of theſe things upon our minds. We have not 
he capacities of angels. Our bodies are clogs to 


he operations of our minds. While we are in fleſh, 


ve are too much Tmpreſſed with viſible, ſenſible 
hings, and too little with thoſe that are unſeen 
nd are the objects of faith and hope. Therefore 
bur Lord hath appointed theſe elements of 'bread 
and wine, as ſenſible ſigns and emblems of his body 
and blood; that our ſouls may with greater eaſe 
and fixedneſs dwell upon the objects repreſented by 


them. We not only ſee them, but take and eat 


the bread and drink the wine. This hath an ap- 
parent tendency to collect the thoughts, and dire 
them to that adorable ſaviour, whoſe dying love we 
commemorate. This is more a perſonal, deliberate act 
than, I fear, we generally conſider other ordinances 
to be: and therefore ſo much the more likely to an- 


ſwer the great ends intended by it. Methinks, the 
recollection of the angels ſtudying theſe things, ſhould 


fix our thoughts more intenſely upon them. St. Paul, 
when he is giving the Corinthians ſome directions, ſuited 
to that age, about the dreſs of women in the ſo⸗ 
lemn aſſembly, urgeth their regard to them by this 
argument, Becauſe of the angel: ; who are ſpectators 
e „ and W ä of it. as 
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ſuit their circumſtances. But probably they never 
look ſo intenſely into theſe things, in any place or 
circumſtance: on earth, as when they ſee a chriſtian 
church devoutly celebrating this ordinance. They 
attend the ſolemn aſſembly, and adore with us 
the manifold wiſdom and love of Gop. They muſt 
be peculiarly pleaſed with the reverence and ſeriouſ- 


neſs of devout communicants, and with the fervour 
of their affection to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as far 


as theſe heavenly ſpirits are capable of diſcerning 
it. I may ſay of this ordinance, as the Pſalmiſt 


faith of the manna, that it is ange/s' food. They are 
_ nouriſhed and delighted with theſe affecting ſcenes. 


I would imitate the devout angels and bend my 


© evhole attention to look into theſe things with re- 
« verential wonder and humility ; with the - higheſt 
. © delight, and moſt ardent praiſe, that ſuch bleſ- 


« fings are granted to the finful children of men. 


 * Theſe are the ſubjects I am here to fix my thoughts 


upon. I have more reaſon to look attentively 
into theſe things than the angels, as I am more 


immediately intereſted in them. Otherwiſe I ſhall 


* ſhow a very baſe diſpoſition; great ingratitude to 


* my moſt munificent benefactor, and a wretehed 
inſenſibility to my own intereſt. Let me likewiſe 


be thoughtful, fincere and ſolemn in renewing 


my vows and engagements to the Lord. Let me . 
remember Solomon's exhortation, Suffer not thy 


mouth to cauſe thy fleſh to fin, neither ſay thou 


« before the angel, it was an errour. Why ſhould 
© Gop be angry at thy voice,“ in promiſing what 
* thou doſt not intend to perform, * and _— the 


Arran 
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Has Vs now, in the language. of the apoſtle Paul, 


charge ourſelves before GOD and the Lord Fejui 
Chriſt and the ele angels, that we obſerve theſe things: 


the things which have been ſaid: the things which 


we have done, and whatever hath been tranſacted 
between Gop and our ſouls. Let us carefully at- 


tend to that exhortation of the apoſtle Peter, ground- 


ed upon what he had ſaid of the angels? looking 
into theſe things, <vherefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be active, ſteady, reſolute in the ſervice of 


your divine maſter. Be ſober and hope unto the end, 


for the grace that is to be brought unto you at te 
. revelation of Fe ſus Chrift. You know that he wall 
appear. You then expect grace; even the higheſt, 
nobleſt manifeſtation of the divine favour. Hope for 
it in all your ſufferings and to the end of life. Let 


this hope engage you to a diligent ſtudy of divine 
things, to the utmoſt ſobriety, watchfulneſs and 
Thus by continually improving in 


ſteadfaſtneſs. 
knowledge and holineſs, you will at length be car- 


ried by angels to the heavenly manſions and be 


like them in immortal glory and ic. 
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MEDITATION XLIV. . 


Coon, 1. 13. 


lo hath 2 us ; from the power of darineſi, and | 


' hath tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Jon. 


bb is proper and uſeful ſometimes to remind 
thoſe, who attend the Lord's Supper, of the 


privileges and advantages, which they enjoy, as 
chriſtians and proteſtants; in order to excite their 
thankfulneſs for them, and diligent care to make 
a right improvement of them. It is very proper 
to do this at the Lord's Table, where we aſſemble 
to praiſe Gop for his. goodneſs, and eſpecially for 


ſpiritual bleſſings. The ordinance itſelf indeed 


is a favour, for which we cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful; as it is adapted to improve our chriſ- 
tian graces, and increaſe our comfort and hope. 
Let me now endeavour to excite and ſtrengthen 


your gratitude to him, who hath delivered you from 


the power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated you into the 
kingdom of his dear ſon. — It may cheriſh our grati- 
tude, increaſe our love to Gov, and confirm. our pur- 
poſes of holy obedience, to conſider the ſtate of dark- 


neſs, from which we are delivered, and the glorious 


kingdom into which we are tranſlated or introdu- 
ced: to reflect on the difference between the ſervice, 
in which we are now engaging, and what would 


N have been our n had we con- 
\ tinued 
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tinued in that darkneſs, which involved our anceſ. 
tors, while they were Pagans ; and had not Gop 
delivered us from that corrupt, ſuperſtitious and dan- 
gerous form of chriſtianity, which we call Popery. 
1. We are deſcended from Heathen anceſtors, who 
were under the power of darkneſs; and the ſub- 
jets of a kingdom, full of ignorance, idola 
| fin and miſery. Had not the goſpel been ſent to 
us, we might now have been joining in ſacrifices, 
offered to devils, or dæmons; paying homage to 
the departed ſpirits of our kings and generals, and 
commemorating their heroick deeds. We might per- 
haps have been attending the ſacrifice of a beloved 
child or friend, offered, in the moſt cruel manner, 

to an imaginary god; or joining in ſome other 
_ rites and ſervices, inhuman, impure and ſcandalous, 
for which the idolaters of this iſland were notorious. 
It ſhould excite and cheriſh our fervent gratitude, 
chat we are tranſlated from this ſtate into the king- 
dom of Gop's dear ſon; that we are favoured 
with chriſtian privileges, eſpecially this ordinance, 
ſo excellent in itſelf, ſo pleaſing to a holy Gov, 
and fo conducive to our edification. Again, 
© 2. Let us acknowledge the goodneſs of Gon, in 
delivering. us from the power of - Popi/h darkneſs, and 
making us. ſubjects of that kingdom of his dear 
| ſon, which is not of this world. — The | kingdom 
of the Pope. is (as St. John foretold it would be, 
| Rev. xvi. 10.) full of darkneſs, little better than 
the former darkneſs of Paganiſm. Its ſubjects are 
not allowed to read the ſcriptures. They are diſ. 
couraged and kept from free enquiry, and their 
I publick 8 8 and praiſes are offered up in 1 un. 
4 nown 
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known tongue. But let me here particularly remind 
you, how groſsly the Lord's Supper is miſrepreſent- 
ed, diſhonoured and perverted by Popery. Falſe- _ 
hood, ſacrilege and idolatry are mingled with this 

ſacred ſervice Notorious fal/zhood is mingled with 
it. The unhappy Papiſts are taught and obliged 
to believe tranſubſtantiation ; or that upon pro- 
nouncing the words of conſecration over the ele- 
ments, by the prieſt, This is my body, the bread 
and wine are actually changed into the ſubſtance 
of Chriſt's fleſh : a doctrine, abſurd. in itſelf, con- 
trary to our: underſtandings and our ſenſes, and con- 
trary to the very nature of the ordinance, which 

is a ſign, not the thing ſignified. You might have 


been infatuated to have believed this; or have 


hypocritically pretended to believe it; or if you 
had poſſeſſed the ccurage to deny your belief of 
it, might have been doomed to a cruel death, 
The Papiſis ſay, that this ſacrament is a proper 
atonement for thoſe, on whoſe account it is preſent- 
ed; and that there is a freſh offering of. Chriſt, 
every time the maſs is celebrated. This is a high 

indignity to our bleſſed Lord, as if his atonement 
was not ſufficient. It is contrary to ſcripture, which 
declares, that Chriſt once ſuffered, that the body 
of Jeſus was offered once for all. This ſacrament 
is a commemoration of a ſacrifice once offered, not 
offering a new one. — Again, ſacrilege is mingled 
with this ſervice. The Popiſh laity are denied the 
wine, becauſe the church ſaith, that the bread con- 
tains the whole body of Chriſt; a notion grounded 
on the abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation; con- 
| * to the e of Chriſt, that his Ae 
ſhould 
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ſhould 4 drink of it; contrary to the practice of 
the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, who all ate of that 
bread and drank of that cup; and jt is a wicked 
| uſurpation on the rights of chriſtians. — Once more, 
idolatry is mingled with this holy inſtitution. The 
Papiſts worſhip the Hoff, that is, the ſacramenta! 

| bread, the conſecrated wafer; as if Chriſt's real 
body were preſent. They kneel as it paſſeth by 
them in the ſtreets, and worſhip it with divine 
worſhip, when lifted up at the altar. Thus they 
worſhip a god, which the prieſt hath made. 
| "Theſe are the doctrines and practices of Popiſh 

countries. And had not the kindneſs of Gon ap- 
| peared to us, in bringing about the Reformation, 
theſe had been our tenets and practices; or we had 


died martyrs, for refuſing to receive and comply 


with them. In chriſtians, who know the value 
of this ordinance, and have found the pleaſure and 
advantage of a ſerious attendance upon it, theſe 
conſiderations will promote great thankfulneſs to 

God for deliverance from all theſe errours, and in- 
creaſe their veneration for this inſtitution. We, my 
chriſtian and proteſtant Brethren, have this ſervice 
in its original ſimplicity and purity, Here is no 
change of the ſubſtance pretended ; no croflings and 
bowings practiſed. Every thing relating to it, is 
tran ſacted agreeably to the New Teſtament rule 
and pattern, and there is no infringement upon 
chriſtian liberty. — And now, let me ſeriouſly en- 
quire, What do ye more than others? Are you 
_ duly grateFul to Go for your better light, and 


jiuſter notions of this ordinance? Are you regular, 


ſerious and devout in your attendance | upon it! 
5 And 


110. 44· MEDITATIONS, 


And are you careful to improve it to thoſe reli- 
gious and practical purpoſes, for which it was in- 
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fituted ? I hope this is your prevailing character, 


and that you will now heartily concur in ſuch re 
flections and reſolutions as theſe. 


I am coming to this ordinance with a Wen | 
« thankful heart; to remember and reverence our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the only king and head of 


* the church, and to enter a publick proteſt againſt 


* all rivals and uſurpers of his authority and domi- 
* nion., I renounce all other lords of my faith, 


and pay homage to him, as the divine and all- 
« ſufficient teacher; as my only maſter and Lord. 


J. devote myſelf to him as his ſubje& and ſervant, _ 


and ratify my fidelity to him, whom Gop hath 


« exalted to be a prince and a ſaviour. I would 
* endeavour to impreſs upon my mind a lively, 

grateful idea of my privilege in being, with my 
fellow -chriſtians, joint- members of Chriſt and ſub- 


jects of his kingdom. I aſſemble with them, to 
celebrate the victories, which he hath won over 
© fin, ſatan and death, and our happy deliverance 
from heathen ignorance and idolatry, and popiſh 
© ſuperſtition, and tyranny. I would think with 
tender compaſſion of - thoſe, who are yet under 


© the power of darkneſs. I would pity thoſe, who, 
* while they are called chriſtians, groan under the 
* tyrannical yoke of Antichriſt. I would pray that 
they who are led away by ſtrong delufions to 


© believe a lye, may be enlightened ; that every 
* oppreſlive yoke may be broken, and that the pure 
* golpel of Jeſus, may ſpread its triumph over every 


Pagan, and Popiſh nation. I would keep this 


¶ feaſt 
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feaſt "with; ardent gratitude for my civit and re- 
ligious privileges. I eſteem it reaſonable, and have 
often found it pleaſant and uſeful, to commemorate 
my deliverance from heatheniſh and popiſh idolatry 


© and tyranny. Bleſſed be Gov, that I am turned 


from darkneſs to light, and from the power of 
| tan unto Gop! I would recolle& and acknow- 
_ © ledge theſe fingular favours with peculiar grati- 
0; x at this ordinance. I would come to it, re- 

jolcing in Chriſt Jeſus, who led captivity captive, 


> 2M triumphing over the powers. of darkneſs;' who. 


reigns. thro' all generations; will ſecure his 
church from the gates of hell, and fave all his 
faithful ſubje&s with an everlaſting ſalvation. 1 
would now again declare myſelf of that number, 
and truſt my eternal intereſts with him, who is 
able to _ to the uttermoſt.” | n . 
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As vou have been tranſlated into the Maden of 
| Gov's dear ſon, and been giving a freſh evidence 


1 


ol your allegiance and ſubjection to him, ſuffer me 


to addreſs you in thoſe ſtriking words of the apoſ- 
tle, (x Theſf. ii. 12.) We exhort and charge eur 
one of you, as a father doth his children, that ye 
ewould walk worthy of GOD, who hath called you 
unto his kingdom and glory, or unto his glorious king- 
dom. Tentreat you, with a truly paternal 'tender- 
neſs, as one who hath a moſt affectionate concern 
for your welfare, that you attend to, and comply 
with, this moſt weighty exhortation. The duty en- 

| Joined is very plain, but infinitely important; that 
ye wall worthy of GOD; agreeably to his will 


115. % tene Hi. 


and command; worthy of your knowledge of his 
holy nature, and of that religion, which he hath 
eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chrift ; worthy of the relation, 
which you bear to him and to his dear ſon. Walk 
ſo, that you may pleaſe and glorify him, and. ob- 
tain his loving kindneſs, which 1s better than life, 
He hath called you into his glorious kingdom, and 
given you the privilege. and honour of being his 


ſubjects. Be careful to manifeſt that obedience and 
ſubmiſſion, which is required of them; to accom- 


modate your whole temper and conduct to the lead- 


ing deſign of the goſpel, which is to make you 


wiſe -and holy and happy. Thus will you. ſecure 

a comfortable evidence of your title to that glory, 
which he hath promiſed. - You may juſtly conſider 
your preſent feaſting together at his table, as a real, 


thoꝰ imperfe&, ſpecimen and foretaſte of the enter- 


tainment of his heavenly kingdom, which you ſhall 


partake of, in the ſociety of all his ſaints under 


every diſpenſation. But remember the ſolemn 
charge, which I give you; which St. Paul giveth 


vou; which our divine maſter giveth you; and 


which God, our Father, giveth you, to walk wor- 
thy of GOD. Often call to mind what you have 
been doing, to engage your daily and moſt ſerious 
attention to it. And may it have a happy influence, 
thro* divine grace, to make you more meet for an 
abundant entrance into the everlaſting 9 

our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt! . 


MEDI. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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-- H E R E- is no difpotiien * of miod, 85 * 
J per and becoming, when we approach to God 
in the ſolemnities of his worſhip, than a grateful 
: one. it To enter into his preſence with thankſgiv- 
= ing and his gates with Praiſe, to be thankful unto 
him, and bleſs his name, will be comfortable and 


edifying to our fouls, and. acceptable to him. But 
there is no Joe. 5 to 22 this * 


rate and fit "he moſt important and valuable 
N tarours, with which a ſinful world was ever bleſſed. 
I bon we have now this diſpoſition, in our hearts, 
and at we can, with fincerity, ſeriouſneſs and, plea 
ſur ure, "adopt theſe words of the apoſtle,” with which, 
out of the fulneſs of a grateful and benevolent heart, 
he begins his letter to the Corinthians | fu! Bleſſed be 


. Goo, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus, Chriſt, 


tlie Father of mercies, and che Gop of. all comfort.” 
Here it is intimated to us that the great Gop is the 


author of all our mercies and comforts —and , yhere- 


4 


fore we ought, ardently to praiſe him. Let us dwell, 


2 inde , upon theſe, thoughts. | 


WW, So 
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Gov is the Father ef mercies : that is, the ori- 


ginal and donor of every mercy and bleſſing which 
we enjoy; which all his creatures in heaven and 
earth and in all worlds enjoy. When he is called 
the Father of mercies, ee yr =o 


neſs, value and multitude of the — beſtows. 
Ile is likewiſe the GOD of all comfort. the 
Being who beſtows upon us, and communicates to 


| us with a divine munificence, every - comfort that 
we poſſes. More particularly, — He is the author of 


all our temporal bleſſings, or the bleſſings which re- 
late to our bodies and the preſent world. For he 


made and he governs the world. His providential 
care extends to all his creatures. He is good to 
all; good to us in particular, and giveth us all 
things richly to enjoy. O that this thought were 
more familiar to our minds, as it would add a re- 
liſh to all our enjoyments, and 1 
faith, and a humble, chearful confidence in GOD! 
Whatever favours and comforts we receive by means 
of our friends, or any of our fellow-creatures, he 


civeth them all their ability and inclination 28 
{crviceable to us. More eſpecially, he is the author 


of all our ſpiritual comforts thoſe which relate to 
the ſoul, and particularly affect it. There is ſuch 
a thing as ſpiritual diftrefs. The diſtreſs ef an 
Gs. ſinner; the diftrefs of a backſlider and 
one that is conſcious of ſome allowed fin, or of 
great declenſion in religion. There is the diftreſ; 
of a ſerious, eireumſpect chriſtian, under darkneſs 
and dejection of ſpirit, bodily pains and infir- 
mities, and worldly troubles and croffes. © If we 


tor , e Her Re, "IF" 555" of tha 


N > kinds | 


devotion, 


—— 
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Finds of diftreſs, God FED) bs oor make us know 
much of them“ 5 If he idetk Kis Hate r are 
Troubled. Af imagindtion: har we are out of the 
each af chem, and ſelf-conſidence, are the 
way do provoke him to hide his' facei Under ſuch 
- difireſs | Gov+comforts;” and none but he can do it 
eſſectualiy. If Ne giveth quiemeſs, . WhO or What can 
igive trouble? He hath” made proviſion, gracious,” am- 
ple proviſion Aer the comfort of his people. And 
that is, bythe goſpel of Chriſt.; of him, who is 
the :confolation of Hraa and our kope. The ex 
ceeding great and precious promiſes of the cove- 
nannt of grace ſhow; that the conſolations of Gov 
are not ſnall. Hg ſends down his Spirit as a con- 
. rien, and cauſeth the chriſtian to abound in peace 
and hope thro' his power. He comforts his ſervantz 
by his. ondinh ns. His miniſters/ are appointed: 5 
directed to ſpeak comfortably: to his people. H 
brings to their view and to e ger e 
iſblations of the goſpel. He makes them joyful in his 
Houſe of prayer, and his worſhip yields them a thou 
and comforts. But the Spirit communicates theſe 
comfort to their ſouls, ſhows them their title to them, 
and giveth them a reliſh for their ſweetneſs:;. Final. 
, he hath laid up for them goodneſs, inexpreſſib 
great, and conſolations inconceivably delightful; a 
complete and everlaſting ſalvation. — I hope you 
know this to be the caſe. Yes (will the devout 
4 chriſtian ſay) I truſt that I am not quite a ſtranger 
to the comforts. of Gap ; yea, am even now tak 
ing tomething of | their ſweetneſs, and excellency, 
I would heartily. bleſs - Gov for them. I would 
N. he e to e Rim LE Mn in him, who 
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« deſcribed. W bs Stotibs' tbotits l W {liable 
© and endearing a light. I would be careful never 
© to Toſs hpi Os nor weaken my hopes and 
expectations, that they will be further communi- 
cated to me, as my caſe may require. For I know 
by experience, that I ſhall find: all other thing: 


* miſerable comforters- come to this ordinance to 


* commemorate the death of Chriſt, by which 'the 
© covenant- of Gop, ſo full of comfort, was attef- 
ted and ſealed. In him all the promiſes are yea 


* and amen, fully and chearfully to be depended 
* upon by me. I come to. teſtify my allegiance and 


- © ſubjetion to Chriſt; as by that way alone I can 


expect divine mercy and all the comforts which I 
want. I come to teſtify and confirm: my love to 


my fellow-chriftians. This/1s to ſhow -itſelf, a- 
© mong other inſtances, by being © mercifal as: my 
© heavenly father is merciful, * and by comforting 


and edifying one another. May I partake, of this 


© ordinance in ſuch a manner, as to give me in- 
© creaſing encouragement to expect mercy and com- 


fort in every future 5 of life —_ Samar _ 


even to eternal life!” 


— 


Arras PARTAKIN 0. 


3 Fob had uttered ſome paſſionate; n 
plaining expreſſions, one of his friends afts him this 


pertinent queſtion, (Job xv. 11.) Are the confulations 


f GOD Small with thee There are many cir- 
cumſtances, in which we ſhall do well to put that 
queſtion to our own hearts, after what we have now 
been doing. More particularly, — are we tempted 
w do any thing which God forbids, or neglect 


1 2 | what | 


— 
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what he requires? Let us aſk, are the eonſolations 
PIR {ma}. wit + - ? Shall I. ve unf tbe 
peace of my mind, the comforts of religion and all 
my hopes in Gop, for a fleſhly gratification, an 
. earthly intereſt ? — Are We tempted to comply with 
ſinful, dangerous cuſtoms, and run with others into 
their vices and follies? Aſk, are theſe, conſolations 
better than Gop's? Are the, pleaſures of fin equal 
rape pleaſyres, of an approving conſcience and a 
ſmiling Gap? — Are we tempted to flacken our 
zeal, to abate the regularity and ſeriouſneſs of our 
devotions, and to neglect the means of grace? Ak, 
are the conſplations of Gop ſo ſmall, that, I ſhould 
be willing t9; Joſe chem ?. Can, any, thing be an 
egpivglenf, for; ſuch a, loſs? — Arg, we tempted. to 
din. ;proyidenge,, to murmur, ang., repine, Pre 
aft;Qions, and  correRtions? Enquire, are the con- 
and readineſs, to, ſupport and comfort me under 
them? „Nx I Hot. conclude, more, firong]y, than 
eyer, after what .hath, now paſt, that as my, zribula- 
tions abound, my conſolations in Chrift will, much more. 


n eee Ep K 5 8 33Q{T14;. 3Þ 5-5 


* 


count ſubject to bondage? Are there no conſola- 


tions, in the everlaſting covenant for ſuch, 4 caſe} 
And are they. ſmall ?. Hath, he not ſupported thou. 
ſands of his ſervants at that ſeaſon ? Can he not 


ſupport me, and will he not de it according to, hi | 
promiſe? Take courage then, O my ſoul, 10 tru 
theſe conſolations. Maintain à conſtant compoſure 


| Thus may I, be, firong in faith, and give glory to 


Gop.! .... 1 . FEY 
MED. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
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Tan are no 40 dar ani for our 


contemplation at the Lord's Table, chan the" 
bleſſings! to which. we are raiſed by the goſpel, and 
the glorious hopes which it ſets before” us. Ia fry 
ſequence of the amazing plan of divine 10½, We 


have liberty of acceſs, by one Spirit; to the Father. 


We are no longer rangers 2 Fortigners, ks thoſe 
who were proſelyted to the jewiſh revigton from 
other nations had been; but we are Jello ciuixing 
with the ſaints, ye awe are of the houſchold "of 'C OD 
his domeſticks, like the Juin 2 prieſts as diftins” 


guiſned from common Iſcaelites. "Here it is natus 


ral to obſerve, that all 'fincere chriſtians belong to- 


Gov's family/—they partake of the proviſion aut 


blefings of it, — and are obliged to obſerve the 


orders and perform the ſervices of it. tut 
11. All fincere chriſtians belong 10 GOD! zuuu. 


He is the Father of all creatäres, as he fbrmed ad- 
preſerves them. But he is in 'a"peculinr, appropria-* 


ge the Father of 1 his holy creatures. To 


as 3 heathen ' 


- ——— ©. . 
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0 inftru&ions of his. word, the labours of his miniſters, 
ite is adminiſtered to them, and they partake of 


things neceſſary 
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heathen were ftrangers and foreigners ; but to a 


many as receive Chriſt and belieye in bim, there is 
this privilege given, that they ſhould be called the 


fans of GOD. Angels and glorified ſaints axe the 


children of Gop, and members of his family: for 


of him, as the apoſtle obſerves, the evhole family in 


| heaven, and i in earth is named. Jeſus Chriſt is the 


elder brother of this honourable, houſe. He pre- 


ſides over it and governs it; and thoſe who by 
flach are united te him, ae Wannen 
: family of Gon, 


2. They partake of the proviſion f ele 


0 of 60. family, They ſhare the bleſſings and 


comforts of his houſe and table, They enjoy the 


and. the ordinances of his goſpel. The bread of 


the influences. of the Holy Spirit. Theſe bleſing 
are compared to bread, milk, wine, fleſh, Water; 
to the ſupport, or conducive to 
the health and comfort, of. our bodies. Chriſtians 


are admitted to an unreſtrained converſe with 


Goo, as heir Father. * Thro' Chriſt à have 
acceſs. by. ona Spirit to him.“ This ordinance is 2 


ſacred feaſt, which Gob makes for his children in 
. their different apartments in his family ; and he in- 
vites them all to partake of it. He deſigns thereby 
to promote their ſpiritual nouriſhment, to ſtrengthen 
the divine life, and to advance the. graces. of the 
_— chriſtian charafter, in theix hearts. We may fur. 


ther remark, _ 
3. They are obliged to aliens the orders and 
_— the . of his LO For inſtance, to 
2 reverence, 


q Ld w—_ * \ gd w— — 2 


en, love and 1 their —— to 


receive every; notice of his wilt, wich all humility 
and ſubmiſſion, aud to obey it Wich alt readineſs 


and chearfulneſs. They are obliged to wear the 


habit of his children; to be clothed with che 
robes of righteouſneſs and humility, and to put on 


the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpitit. We are 
commanded to reverence the ſon of Gov, our dear 
and honouted elder brother, who in all things hath 


the preeminenee; to receive” the law at his mouth, 


and to feek and expect a fopply of alt. 8 


tual neteflities thro? his hands, and in vinue” of 
his interceſſion, We are required to be holy in 
manner of converſation, to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and godly. _ The goſpel contains the laws* of this 
family. And it is the duty 'of all Who are men- 
bers of it, to walk in all its ſtatutes and ordi- 
nances blameleſs. Further, — Chriftians; as Bräncties 
of this family, are under indifpenſible obligations td 
conſult its honowr and credit, to Have its common 
intereſt at heart; to endeavour to inereaſe the nuſl- 
ber of its members, and promote its . 
and peace. A neceffary condition of their adit 


_ tance into this family is, that they love he Ad- 


ther, and confult each other's comfort and welfate. 


The angels, as parts of this family, ſnould be "the 
objects of our eſteem, gratitude and love. Their 


rank is ſo high, their characters ſo excellent, their 
benevolence ſo great, and their friendly ſervices for 
us ſo many, that we ſhould always think and ſpeak 


very honourably of them. Our common relation 


to this family ſhould be a bond of union among 


ourſelves.” '* Ber 'brotherly love continue, and be 


. __ carefully 


2 8 
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citefally Uieriſted.” Let” eats ant” en 
à commuiſity of Intereſts prevail” among a 5 12 
not the different garb we weir, the diff "ele Apart. 
ments in wilfch we "Folge or worſhip, aliendte dur 
affections from any '6f our fellow-chriftians: © Let us 
wiſh well and do good to all men, as we have op- 
portunity, eſpecially to them Who are of the Houſe- 
hold of faith. Beſides our common union to Chriſt, 
to angels, and ſaints, our hope of being for "ever 
with one another, and with the Lord, ſhould make 
this union more fri and pleaſant, and lead us to 
ſerve one another in love. —We aſſemble together 
at the Lord's Table, as a part of Gop's family, 
to pay our homage to our common Father, and teſ- 
| ti our gratitude; love and ſubjection to the gra- 
cious Nedeemer. I would be habitually thankful 
for the privileges of God's houſehold. I would 
 enrefully, and eſpecially here, remember by what 
means I was introduced ' into this family; by the 
love of Gov, and the blood of Jeſus, thro*-which 
ſinnets are brought nigh, have aceeſs to God a8 
their father; and boldneſs to enter into the holieſt 
Jof all. I would thankfully commemorate the 
grace of the goſpel, rejoice in my relation to 
„Chriſt and to my fellow -chriſtians, and always 
remember that relation, as a motive to excite me 
a n worthy J HR GYPP 5 


Arran PARTAKING. | 


Once more, as a part of Gop's ny, we 
have not only partaken of the common proviſion 
of his houſe, but have been feaſted at his table. 


FT" hope our hearts have been nn with gra- 
| | DM” 
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utude to Go D and the Medelmerf 5 and that We 


haye been . increaſing. gur, love, to one another, 
while we have, been teſtilying ,our relatign and, af- 
fection to all our fellowechriſtians. May we ,neyer 


diſhonour Go 8 family, diſpleaſe its gracious head, 


or injure, grieve, or neglett. any Wer who belong: 
eth to it! Otherwiſe our ſin will be e greatly age 


gravated, and Gop will ſay to us, AS to rat, 
« Yeu only have 1 kuown,. or yon have 1 een 


favoured, of all. the families of the, earthy, there; 


fore will, I puniſh you for your iniquities, T- eet 


our thoughts be frequently and devoutly directed 
to Gop's houſe above ; to chat part of his, family 


which dwells; there. Let us be longing to remove 


thithez,, and te join, the innumerable company, of, - 


angels. and. the. ſpirits of juſt, men made, perfect.” 
The grand. ſcheme of the goſpel terminates, in this, 
to bring all his ſons to glory, and put, them, in. 
poſſeſſion of an inheritance: incorruptible, .undefiled: 


and that fadeth not away. May this glorious hape 


and proſpect animate our hearts, and carry aus- 
irmly. and , chearfully thro! every, duty, every. diffi- 


culty, every. temptation ; - yea thro? . the valleygof 


the ſhadaw of death; for that is the road, the only 
road, to Gon's eternal, houſe in he heavens 1 Be- 
loved, now, we are the ſons of, Gon; and it doih- 
not yet appear What we ſhall be, hut wenknow, 


that when Chriſt ſhall appear, we ſhall. alſo; appear 


with him in glory.“ | 
nn 
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4477 ; 


Fe . 25 Jurors xiii. 44. 


ts Mihoah? s wiſe ſaid unto him, A the Lord awere 


"pleaſed 1 to kill ws, he would not have received. 2 


Surnt-o ering and a _meat-offering at our hands, nei 
"ther avorld he have Showed, us all theſe things, nor s 
$4 ap. as 4 this time, have told us 2 * 


„ ee | Pd 85 
HE ſeevies lich is now. — us, oy 
Fellow. Chriſtians, leads us to commemorate 


the death of Chriſt, whom Gop hath made a fin- 
offering for us. He intended that this event ſhould 


be conſidered, as an evidence of his hatred of fin, 
and at the ſame time of his readineſs to receive 
penitent finners to mercy. It will be very ſuitable 
to this folemnity, to ſhow you, that Gon's appoint- 
ing and accepting the ſacrifice” of his ſon, is a 
proof and aſſurance, that he is diſpoſod and ready 
to forgive and aceept all ſineere penitents, all hum- 
_ be, pious fouls. The words now: before us, will illuſ- 
trate this thought, and furniſh matter of devout 
meditation. Manva's wife, the mother of damſon, 
had ſeen an angel, who had promiſed her a ſon. 
When the promiſe was reported to Manoal, he re- 
ceived it, with great reſpect for the meſſenger; 
and having provided an entertainment for him, the 
, commands bim to * it to the 1 


1 F is 8 — dd © ow iwOa_ tons FIT 
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thereof, and they ſaw bim no more. Maneal im- 
mediately concluded, that they ſhould die, becauſe 
they had ſeen Gop, or an angel; according to 


the common notion which prevailed” at that time. 


His wife argues, in the words before us, with much 
good ſenſe and ſtrong faith, that God's accepting 
their ſacrifice was a proof, that he was propitious 
to them, and that no evil would follow from what 
had paſſed, Theſe words, kept in view, may guide 
our meditations on the moſt important diſcoveries 
of ay goſpel. And they naturally 1 Wait ta 


That as Gop hath accepted the ſacrifice of 


| Chriſt, he intends to ſhow mercy to humble peni- 
tents. That the death of Chriſt is to be conſidered 
as a ſacrifice for ſin, is fo plain from numberleſs 
paſſages in the ſcriptures, that I need not ſet my- 
felf to prove it. Nothing is more evident, than 
that he died not for. his own fins. It was for our 
iniquities. that he was ſmitten. It is evident that 
Gop accepted his ſacrifice. This appears from the 
remarkable prodigies and wonderful figns, which 
attended his death. But eſpecially by Gop's raiſ- 
ing him from the dead, ſetting him at his own 


right hand, and pouring down the Holy Spirit on 


his apoſtles. If Gop had been inexorable; if there 
had been no room to hope for mercy from our 
offended ſovereign, he would not have appointed 
and accepted the death of - Chriſt, as a ſacrifice for 


our ſins, The words may further ſuggeſt to us, that | 


2. In order to confirm our faith in this impor- 

tant point, Gop hath ſhown us and told us many 
ene 2 His providential bounties to the 
| , wicked; 
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| wicked; his goodneſs to che evil, and unjust, give 


us ſome hope of mercy. The reconcileableneſs of 
Go to ſinners was a principle ſuppoſed by the 


heathen, and the foundation of their prayers and 
oblations“ And indeed it is ſcarcely conceivable, 
bow religion could have been fupported © without 
the belief of it. Bat we enjoy that glorious goſ- 


| : pe which clearly - diſcovers the tender mercy 'of 


_  Gop,' and ſhows us in what way, and by whom, 

it is enſured to us, and how it may be obtained. 
We have a large account of the” ſacrifice and me- 
diation of the ſon of Goo. Manbal's wife argues 


which is much ſtronger: yea from a variety of ex- 


-  ceeding' great and precious promiſes,” many of which 


have already been performed. At this ordinance, 


So fhows us many great and gracious things. 


It is a ſtanding evidence of his readineſs to be re- 
coneiled to all fincere penitents. We are called 
upon to commemorate that ' ſacrifice, & hich infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs appointed and accepted: 
The head of the church would never have inſti- 
tech ſuch a ſervice as this, unleſs the death, which 


is Fepreſented' to us by it, had been ſufficient to 


obtain and fecure our pardon and ſalvation. We 
have reaſon at all times, eſpecially at this table, 


to take it for granted, as an evident principle of 


chriſtianity,” that Gop is by Chriſt reconciling the 
world unto” himſelf, and that he will reject no 


penitent ſoul, who ſincerely applies to him, in the 
name of Jeſus, for pardon and falvation. — Now, 


how ſhould our hearts be affected with a truth ſb 


dearly diſeovered, 0 firmly - eſtabliſhed? ao = 
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This proof of Gop's reconcileableneſs ſhould 
promote in our hearts a fervent: M fection to him 
Love to Gos is the life; and ſpirit af . all true re- 
gion and Acceptable. worſhip ;: the grand principle: 
that leads and animates to every duty. They per- 
fections of Go, (will the chriſtian ſay) i render 8 
him amiable in my eyes; the moſt worthy! ubject 
« of my higheſt veneration and love: But is it not 
« doubtful; whether 1 could love Gon, if I. had 
any ſtrong ſuſpicion of his reconcileableneſs? The 
3 damned, - who: have no hope, cannot love :G op; 
„The devils, - who know more of his -glories: that 
we do, have a ſettled averſion. to him and oppoſe 
his kingdom and intereſt. Perhaps it may be 
beyond the power of our degenerate nature to 
love real worth and exeellency to the degree 
« which it. deſerves, without ſome view to its own 
advantage. But ſurely when I ſurvey the mercy 
« and grace of Gop manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus; 
J can wast no motive to love him, I have 
every ſtrong inducement to love him with alb my 
heart. The firmer foundation my hope (hath; 
the greater ought my affection to be. And 
« earneſtly deſire that a repeated ſeriaus reſſec. 
tion on this favour may keep the ſacred principle 
alive and active, and at * ſame time engt 
my hee. in, nnn 191015 e ot | 

This proof of Gop's rocenciionbledet gives the 

higheſt encouragement ſincerely to dedicate: ourſelves 
to his ſervice. Thus the apoſtle argues; * Be.ye 
reconciled to Gop; for he hath made him to be 
2 fin-offering for us, wha knew no ſin.“ What can 
"8 more — than. that I ſhould be the 
| Lord's: 
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Lord's? Will he accept the ſurrender I make of 

_ © myſelf to him; accept ſuch a mean ſinful crea- 
ture, who can do him ſo little ſervice? Yes; I 
may be aſſured he will accept me, for he hath 


the Redeemer, will as ſurely be accepted, as the 
ſacriſice of Chriſt was. If he had been pleaſed 
to reject ſuch an oblation as I can preſent, and 
ſuch ſervice as I can perform, he would not have 
appointed and accepted the death of Chriſt as a 
ranſom for me. I would view this encouragement 
with a moſt attentive mind. I would embrace 
it with gratitude and joy; and would devote my 
body and ſoul, my time, ſubſtance, abilities, and 
every talent I poſſeſs, to the fervice and glory 
72 of this On and cantifceating e 
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Sas PARTAKLING. ind: 
We have again been reſlecting on that moſt in- 


tereſting truth, that © Gov is in Chriſt reconciling 


the world 'to himfelf, not imputing to them their 
treſpaſſes. We have ſeen a further confirmation of 
it in this ordinance ; by which Gop ſhows the 
4mmutability of his counſel, and giveth his ſervants 
 tong conſolation. Let me now exhort you, in the 
language of the apoſtle, (Heb. xii. 15.) to look di- 
ligentiy, left any fail of, (or, as the margin better 


renders it) fall from, the grace of GOD; left amy 


root , bitterneſs ſpringing up, trouble you. You 


ſiee that it requires much circumſpeRion and dilt- 
gent care, that you do not fall from grace; that 


> a, not. by Jn: fins or any wilful 
neglect 


already accepted the ſacrifice of Chriſt for us. 
My ſincere dedication of myſelf to Gop;' thro? 
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pre” of does.” loathe ie freour' of Gen or it 


any thing which you have gained. Watch over 


your own hearts, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpring | 


up there, which may bear gall and wormwood, em- 


| bitter all your comforts and add to the weight of all 
your afflictiuons. Let no ſenſual affections, irregular 


deſires, or malignant paſſions be harboured in your 
breaſts. — Watch over one another alſo in the ſpirit 
of love. Exhort one another daily ; eſpecially thoſe 


with whom you are particularly connected. Be 


excited to this, leſt there be any root of bitterneſs 


ſpringing up in the family or church to which you 


belong. Such perſons may defile, or have a bad 
influence: upon thoſe, who know them and are in 
friendſhip with them. They may grieve the hearts of 
many of God's children, and diſhonour a chriſtian 
profeſſion. The more ſenſible we are of the impor- 


tance and neceſſity of divine grace, the more foli- 


citous let us be, that we improve it ourſelves, and 
lead others to make that uſe and advantage of it, 
which the Gop of all grace intended we ſhould. 
And to him let us daily lift up our. hearts, that 


be would, by his Spirit, point out to us the re- 


maining imperfections of our characters, the remain- 
ing corruptions of our hearts, and excite us with 


the utmoſt zeal and reſolution to correct them. 
And for our encouragement let us remember, that . 
they who are wife and good, ſhall at length fine 
4 the brightneſs of the firmaments and they that 


turn others to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine wich a 
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AH ERE is no. N of contemplation. more 
delightful to a ſerious mind, than the good. 
neſs, of the Lord. It employs the thoughts ,of all 
his; ſaints and angels, and tunes the ſongs. of hea- 
ven itſelf. There is no place on earth, where we. 
have ſo, much reaſon to contemplate and adore. FI 
as, at the Lord's, Table. We have each cauſe o 
adopt the words of the prophet, and to ſay, with 
humble adoration and ardent praiſe, How great. . 
his, goodne/i, and how great is his. beauty. We ha 
reaſon to ſay it every day, when we behold. 100 
glories of the creation, and the whole earth full of 
the riches of the Lord; eſpecially when we. lis 
down and riſe up, go out and come in, in peace, 
and are. refreſhed. with the bounties of providence. 
We. have reaſon to ſay it every ſabbath, When we 
come to partake of, and be ſatisfied With, the fat- 
neſy,.of his houſe, and to drink of the riyer of, his 
pleaſure. . But we hare. peculiar reaſon .to.. adopt. 
this: language. at his table, where he cauſeth all 
goodneſs, to pals, 2 us 3 proclaims him elf, 
* the Lord,, gracious and mere, bare 
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tranſgreſſion and fin.* — The prophet had been, in 
the preceding verſes, deſcribing the appearance 'of 
Chriſt, as king of Zion; as juſt and having ſalva- 
tion. He had been ſpeaking of the blood of the 
covenant, by which the priſoners of divine juſtice 
are delivered, and invited to turn to the ſtrong 
hold. He had deſeribed the ſalvation, Which Go 
ſhould work out for his people by the Meſſiah, 


favour” them as his jewels and - peculiar treaſure“ 
The prophet's heart was ſo affected with the proſt 
pect of this mercy, that he breaks out into this 


their ſongs, under the New Teſtament diſpenſation. 
And we may learn from hence, that the divine” 
goodneſs" in our redemption and falvatioh claims 
our admiration and our . praiſe.” More 
Here we ſee'the Zeauty of ' the Lord: hom amis 
bly his perfections ſhine in the diſpenſation. of the 
goſpel; 0 that all who attend to it with ſerious 
minds, will ſee: and adore them. Here we öbſerte 


peace greeting each other. We ſee the hol) Go 
juft in requiring an atonement to be made for ſin, 
that he might diſplay the righteouſneſs and advance” 
the honour of his government; and requiring re- 
pentance and faith in order to our partaking of the“ 
benefits of it: We ſee at the fame. time, that he 
is the juftifier" of them that believe in Jeſus. Here 
we e ſhe! the King of Zion, the image of the invi- 
„ 


abundant in goodneſs and truth, pardoning iniquity, | 


when they ſhould be as the precious ſtones of a; 
crown, lifted” up on high, and God wodld ue an 


joyful acclamation, Heu great i: his goodne/t {* This 
he intimates, ſhould be the ſubject and burden f 


particularly. | 


mercy and truth meeting together, righteonſneſs: and 


1 
| 
' 

- 


282 _SACRAMENTAL . 18. 


able God, ia all his beauty; and he appears fare 
than the children of men, and. altsgether amiable 
and lovely. It is probable, that angels newer ſaw 
ſs much of 'Gop before. But to the principa- 
lities and powers in heavenly places is now made 
known, by what is done for the chufch,' the mani- 
fold wiſdom of Go. Here alſo we fee the * 
v of the Lord; with what peculiar luſtre this 
fection of che divine nature ſhines in our redemp- 


tion by Jeſus Chriſt, ' Every ching which he did ud 


ſuffered is the effect of divine goodneſs.” ' All the 
"mr ſhow his kindneſs, but his Unſycak- 


able giſt diſplays it in the brighteſt manner, Go 


ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
ſon, that whoſoever believeth in him might have 
everlaſting life.” With him and thro” him, he 
giveth us the moſt important bleſſings- We have the 
ſtrongeſt evidence of his reconcileableneſs; the aſ- 


ſurante of pardon and peace to every penitent, and 


1 approach to his throne by the media- 

We are | favoured with the 'affiftances of his 
— amidſt the difficulties and temptations of life; 
with his conſolations amidft all our ſorrows, ant his 
ſuered influence to cement our hearts iff toys to 
one another. His goodneſs appears great if we 
conſider how ' #riverſally it extends; even to all 
mankind. For Jeſus is a propitiation for the fins 
of the whele' world. He commanded his goſpel: to be 
8 to every ereature, in order to recover them 


ignorance, guilt and miſery, and bring them 


to the favour and ſervice of God, and to the pri- 
| vileges and hope of his children. — His 8 


appears great, if we conſider who! are Oey 
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of it: mean and miſcrable mortals, whoſe goodneſs | 
cannot extend to him: creatures, who had ſinned, 


forfeited all claim to the divine favour ;. were un 


worthy of his common providential bounties, mach 
more of thoſe ſpiritual and eternal -bleflings, which 
his goſpel promiſeth.— Let us confider hoes | * this 
goodneſs extendeth; even -thro* eternity. This 1s 
the record, that Gop-hath. * to u deer life, 
and that life is in his ſon.” A h wits 


terminate in perfect and everlaſting glory and feli- 


city. The fountain of all our comforts and 
is divine goodneſs. The ſtreams are plenteous and 
various. * enricli, delight and ſatiefy che „ 5 
d e fave, on eee e- e- ee aac 
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« not 3 led. G0, Do ET PTE 
could extend to him, 4 bus he loved us; and as the 
trongeſt evidence, e fon to be N 
ation for our fins? -- W | 

On this moſk important, e Abel 
point, the goodneſe of the Lord, let our thoughts 


now be fixed. . No; ſubject of cemteanplation | wow 


de more proper at this ordinance. -| Shall we rigs | 
each ſayn I am come to commemorate: the :death 


of my Redeemer, which commends; illuſtrates and 


* ſets, forth the love of Gon in the moſt heau- 
* tiful, colours and with every attractive | charm? 
And I, hope my heart is glowing: with gratitude 
and love to my moſt bountiful and indulgent 
—benefaRor.. His goodneſs. hath provided this feaſt 
for me, tho' one o the unworthieſt of his gueſts. | 
The dignity, grace and condeſcenſion of «the 
great maſter of it, * ſuitablenels and nk 
* 
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6. of the proviſon, and the unworthineſs of the 
© guetts, all T hope concur to ' ftrike my "mind 
"with holy reverence and filial love, and engage 
me to ſay, how. great is his goodneſs! TT would 
. partake'of the bread. and drink of the cup, with 
aſuch devout language, with the molt feryent gra- 
* titude; and a ſincere deſire, that I may be direc- 
« ted and aſſiſted to © render unto the Lord, Sheard 
ing to the benefits 2 have received. Ts 
F 
_ . PARTAKING.. 978! 
We have been this day betolding the a of 
the- Lord, \ taſting that he is gracious, and have 
| been'- ſatisfied | with the fatneſs of his houſe, 1 
hope our renewed. experience and” reliſh enable. and 
diſpoſe us to fay, How great! is his goodneſs t That 
the impreſſion may remain, and produce its proper 
eſects, let me recommend to your regard thoſe 
awful words of the apoſtle, (Rom. xi. 22.) "Behold 
ti goodneſs an ſeverity of GOD : on them hich 
Fall, feverity;, but towards thee, goodneſs, | if thou' cb. 
tinue' in his goodugſi:  othereviſe, thou alſo ſhalt be cut 
He had” been deſcribing the righteous 1 
of:Gov In! caſting” off the Jews for rejeRting 
goſpel of Ohrift. | But, ſaith he to Chriſtians, behold 
dna goodneſs of Gop towards thee. * It is 
neſs" that we partake of the privileges, which | they 
loft; and have a title to thoſe. ſpiritual bleflings, 4 
which they are deprired. We and our children 15 
grafted into the olive: Chriſt ; are N 
him and derive ſupport, Aduriment and cmfort 
from him. — Our duty is to continue in his 3 
to be ſenſible of it and grateful for it; to be led 
0 | — W 
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to we” by, it; to walk warthy of our chrilign 
profeſſion, 2 and charadter ; to obſerve the laws and 
comm: dments of our | gracious, , ſovereign... It is our 
duty to imitate. his goodneſs, and: © be merciful, as 
our Father in heaven is merciful.” We rejoice in 
our privileges ; but let us Holte ait trembling. 
Let their ineſtimable value make us afraid 2 for- 
feiting them: otherwiſe we ſhall be cut ; if not 
from the church below, yet from the church in 
heaven, and have no ſhare in its felicity. Our con- 
demnation will be increaſed by all the goadneſb of 
which we are partakers. Perhaps the greateſt! ag: 
gravation of future miſery will be this circumſtanee;; 
That it is inflited, by che beſt of beings. .,Whep 
he who is rich i in mercy. and not willing that nan 
ſhould periſh ; When he Who delighteth in in mere 
and calleth Jadgment his Arange a4, when he ſeeth 
it neceſſary to reject and puniſh, . the, puniſhment. 
mut be dreadful beyond all our thoughts. Let, us 
attend then to the apoſtle? 8 exhortation, be. nat Ai. 
minded” but Hear. Chriſtian humility, Watchfulnaſ 
and prayer, will promote Hur Readineſs, ,; and; our 
progreſs in religion. 3 af Wherefore, alſo, (to uſe che 
apoſtle $ wor ds). NE. Pray ; aly aya,: for vou, that our 
God would account you. Worthy, of this calling, 
and fulfl all the - good . pleaſure. of Nin goodneſas 
and the wor rk of faith with power; that the name 
of our Lord Jeſus _Chrilt may be glorified, in yo 
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and ye im, according: to the grace of ur Gon 
and of. le Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” (a; heſ,.., 1120 
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And Fifa anfuering, "od n unto, bis Suffer. it 10 wb 
. now 7 for thes it my. =O 
buli. 


OHN the „ Vayith, was bupdzlag the Jews in to- 
J ken of their repentance for ſin, their expectations 
of the Mefflah and their readineſs to receive him, 
Who was to baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt and 
With fire. Chriſt himſelf came from Galilee to Je- 
dan to be baptized by John. The prophet forbad 
bim, ſaying Thave need to be baptized of. thee, 
us one every way my ſuperiour, and comeſt thou 
o me thou who art more holy and honourable 
chan myſelf? But Jeſus directed him to do it, and 
gives this reaſon for it; : "thus it becometh ws 10 Fulfl 
or perform, al righteouſneſs. Chriſt came to be 
| baptized, tho” he had no fins to confeſs or repent 

of, and all the ends of Tohn' J baptiſm could got 
be anſwered in and by him. But he was willing 
to countenance Fohw's mi miniſtry, to teſtify his ap- 
probation of this inſtitution and recommend it fo 
others. He conformed” himſelf to what he appoint- 
ed for his diſciples. He ſet them a pattern of 
_ - obedience to the will of Goy, and laid down 2 
_” rule for all his followers „ that they ſhould 


ful 


up. 49 | 
| fulfil ail righetonfueſe. From whence we may. ob- 


ſerve, with rannten Ld * n NA put 
cular; 6% 3; + © 158 : 2 


That it is a part af e to od n Sa 
fitive inſtitutions, or thoſe rites or ſacraments, which 


are peculiar to the chriſtian. religion, and become 


our duty, only becauſe they are enjoined us. Gop 


hath commanded, them by his - ſon - Jeſus, who by | 
ſufficient evidence proved, that he was: a teacher - 
ſent from Gon And it is right and fit that he 


ſhould be obeyed. He- faw- them to be proper and 
uſeful in themſelves; therefore it is our duty to 
comply with them; even tho' we ſhould have, 

doubt, wherein the propriety and uſefulneſs of them 


conſiſt. But T think no thoughtful, ſerious perſon | 


can have any ſuch doubt with relation to the ſer- 
vice now before us. It is a proper form of -main- 
; taining a profeſſion of Chrift's religion, and teſ- 


 tifying that we believe and embrace it. It adds a 
ſolemnity to our worſhip, helps our reflection and 


our faith, and ſtrengthens our ſocial affectians. It 
is particularly ſerviceable, as it recalls to our minds 


the moſt important facts and principles of chriſtia- 


nity, and lays us under the ſtrongeſt engagements 
to be holy. Tho' we could not clearly diſcern all 


thoſe good ends anſwered by this ſervice; yet the 


| 2 of Chriſt alone binds us to comply with 
For he that breaks or leaves undone one of 


de lea of his commandments and knowingly of. 


fends in ant point, cannot be a righteous man. 


Further, to comply with poſitive inſtitutions 1 is - ; 
duty incumbent on all. The wiſeſt and beſt of men 


ought to fulfil all righteouſneſs, Chriſt was, bap- 
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tized, tho be needed it not. And if it could be | 


ſuppoſed, that we did not want the help of - this 
ordinance, yet duty to Gop and a regard to other 
would lead us to obſerve it. But indeed none are 
ſo eſtabliſhed, as to be above the need of it. And 
it is ignorance or pride,, that leads any to imagine 
that they need it not. Beſides, they ought to do a 
publick honour to all divine inſtitutions, and to 
give all the force of their example to recommend 
to others obedience to them. The neglect of it in 
ſome, will embolden others; and the young wil 
plead the unjuſtifiable conduct of their elders, as an 
excuſe for their own. —— To this let me add, that 
our Lord ſaith, iz becomes us, which word (as it is 
_ elſewhere rendered comely) not only ſignifies that it 
is our duty, but that there ig a decency and Beauty 
in it; that it is (if I may ſo expreſs it) a branch 
of good manners, as well as religion; and a thing 
lovely and of good report, as well as right in itlelf, 
May it not be further obſerved, that Chriſt came 

from a diſtance to be baptized ; from Galilee to 
Jordan; ; which ſhows, that no difficulties and incon- 
veniences ſhould keep us from our duty. And it 
will afford us great ſatisfaction in the review, that 
we have obeyed divine inſtitutions with exactneſs 
and care, and willingly omitted no opportunity of 
ſhowing forth the death of Chriſt. 105 1 
Upon theſe principles, and with theſe views, I 
hope we are deſirous to attend this ordinance. It 
was inſtituted for us. It is highly advantageous to 
us; and we are, thro* divine aſſiſtance, capable of 
_ anſwering all the ends of it. It is an ordinance, 
N chriſtians in all * have found greatly ſer- 
N ran 
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the ſufferings of "Chriſt; who: bare 0 


viceable to them und 1 Wee dee 


concurs With | theirs. * While we ful 2 


righteouſneſs, it Will raiſe our characters t grestar 
excelleney, and diſpoſe and 3 us to ahgund 
in all the fruits of holineſs. We commemorate 
Gris that 
we being dead to in might live to rightecnſutſb. 
we view his obellienoe to death, by Which Ria am 
perfect righteonſneſs was manifeſted; and the rights · 
ouſneſs of his father and his great Iove to inan 
kind, displayed in a moſt beautiful and happy 
union. For herein we ſee hat He is juf, while 
he is the jufifier of them chat believe, in Jeſtiz./S 
1 hope therefore our language is, Lord, inyi\Savi- 
our fulfilled' all righteouſneſs, and ſeft ng part 
af duty undone. I am herein defiraus to follow 
his example. It * my duty and my intereſt, my 


honour and my joy, to obey every divine com- 
mand. And as I am approaching this table with 


* that deſign, I earneſtly deſire, and chearfully hope, 
that thou wilt meet me and bleſs me, accept my 
* ſacrifice of thankſgiving and increaſe in me al! 


© the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by. Cry 
* Jeſus to thy N 71 dS $5. 


„ 


„ 


Artes erstere. 2 
When Jefus was Haptized and gone up from PE 


water, we are told © The Spirit of Gop def cended, | 


upon him, and a voice from heaven ſaid, This is 
my beloved ſon, in whom I am well pleaſed,” 427 
have not we peculiar reaſon to expect the common 
influences of the Holy Spirit, to ſtrengthen our. 


. to aſſiſt us in our duty, to comfort our 
| 0 i 
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hearts and witne ſa with us that we are Gop's chil- 
dren, when we have deen erdeavodring 20 Half All 
righteouſneſs ? We need his influences to lead and 
keep us in the paths of righteouſneſs ; conſidering 
how prone we are to Under from them; ; how 
many ſtrong temptations and bad examples we are 
ſurrounded with, and how often we have turned 
aſide from the holy commandment, even ſince we 
have made a ſolemn dedication of ourſelves” to the 
ſervice of Gop. Let us earneſtly feek Theſe influ- 
ences, and .chearfully expect them. And let us 
reflect for our encouragement, that if the ſpirit of 
Chriſt be in us, the body is dead with reſpect to 
An, ſo that it ſhall not have dominion over us; but 
the ſpirit is life, . Vigorous | and active, becauſe of 
_ righteouſneſs : | yea it will be in. us an earneſt and 
aſſurance, that we ſhall at length behold God's face 
:#n': righteouſneſs, and be fatisfied ben we awake 
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to encourage his timorous diſciples. 


enemies and temptations. 
weak and few, their hearts are ready to meditate 
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Fear wot, „ bitte trek; for it 11 ybur i\ Father's * 
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l er 

O remove 10 doubts and . oy fears 

of real chriſtians, is a very important but 


very difficult part of a miniſter's work. Many 


gracious words hath Gov ſpoken to his people, 
to diſſipate their fears; and it is the buſineſs“ of 
miniſters to apply thoſe words to them and to 

comfort their hearts. With this view, let me now 
direct your thoughts to what our bleſſed Lord faith 
© Fear not, 
little flock ; for it is your Father's good 3 


to give you the kingdom.” 


He commands his diſciples mt to fear. This 
implies that they are liable to fear; ready to be 
filled with anxious cares and diſtreſſing apprehen<; 


ſions; to fear that they mall want the neceſ- 


ſaries or comforts of life, or be overcome by 
Becauſe his ſheep are 


terror, But ſuch fears are diſpleaſing to their maſ- 
ter and owner, injurious to themſelves, and diſio—- 


nourable to his religion. He expects and demands, 


that they endeavour to conquer them; and he gives 
EEE O 2 8 | them 


- 
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them very. fubſtantial reaſons why they ſhould not 
ov For \inftance - | | 
He ally tem 17 e Ay fir as "tidy fte 
d by divine grace, cy. ate like ſheep, in- 
nocent, gentle, uſeful: creatu They are Chriſt's 
ſheep; his property and charge J given him by the 
Father, as the purchaſe of his blood and the re- 
ward of his ſufferings. They ſolemnly chuſe him 
for their ſhepherd; and commit theinſelves to hi 
care. And will ſuch a ſhepherd, one . ſo. wiſe and 
powerful, ſo faithful and kind, ſee his flock de- 
ſtroyed? Had we been with him on earth, ſhould 
- we not have thought ourfelves ſecure under his eye 
and protection? Should we not have courageouſly 
followed him, tho” he had led us thro' the wilder- 
neſs or the ſea? And are not his power and grace 
 Rill the ſame? Tho' they are but a little flock, he 


| doth not oyerlook them; no not one of them, the 


weakeft and meaneſt. He doth not think one of 
them below his notice and care. He guards and 
he feeds them; feeds them, not tor the Naughter, 
but for eternal life. For « he came that they 

"night have life,, and have it nigre. abundantly,” 
2, Further, he intiwateg to them. that 95 

* awas their father, And is he not our father ;al 
if we are Chriſt's ſheep? Will ſo wiſe, powerful 
and kind a father ſee his children deſtroyed ? will 
he ſuffer them to periſh for want, and die un- 
| ales, and unpitied ? No, it is impoſſible. | 
1. He informs them that there is à kingdom. in- 
s n for them. And what are all the kingdoms 
of. the world, compared with it? Where are the 
| 4nticat mighty, empires. which, make ſuch a ; dane 
Arno: in 
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in hiſtory? They are gone, and the places where 


their capital cities ſtood, can ſcarcely be traced. 
For how ſhort a time will any of the preſent kings 


of the earth poſſeſs their thrones and power? And 
while they do poſſeſs them, what cares and vexa- 


tions attend the poſſeſſion? What wretched ſlaves 


are moſt of them to their own luſts? And it is 


to be feared, that few of them pay any more 


regard to religion, than ſuits their political · views. 


But the kingdom, which the chriſtian ſhall poſſeſs, 


is an everlaſting kingdom. He ſhall have rule over 
every luſt and every enemy. He ſhall rule under 
Gop and. for him, and have nothing. to interrupt 
his peace, or hazard his everlaſting joy. Finally, 
4. Our Lord ſuggeſts, that it is. our Father's 
good pleaſure to give them the kingdom. He pro- 


vided it for them, tho' mean and ſinful worms. 


His grace giveth them a title to it, and will 


bring them to the full poſſeſſion of it. Vea, as 


the words intimate, he ta#teth pleaſure in the thought. 
of giving it to them. He will beſtow it with ſa- 


tisfaction and complacency, and rejvice over them 


to do them e all his d ji all his 


aul 


Let us ell on theſe n at FR . 
Here we commemorate the bloed, which purchaſed: 
the flock of Gop, and the love which prepares a 
kingdom for it. Let us moſt thankfully acknow- 


| ledge the kindneſs of our heavenly father. Let 
our ſpirits rejoice in Chriſt our ſhepherd” and our 


ſaviour. And having received a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, let us have grace nn we. 


e e s. 
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may now and at all times, ſerve Gov: rw 
with reverence and godly fear 
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© I charge thee, O my Go in th dee hf 
Goo, and at, this ſacred ordinance, that thou 
live as the heir of ſuch an inheritance. Let a 
reſpect to the recompence of reward raiſe thee 
above all the allurements of ſin; above too 


© an attachment to the concerns of fleſh and ſenſe. 


and above all thy anxieties, ſuſpicions and fean, 


Never immoderately grieve, or even be uneaſy, | 
if thou meeteſt with loſſes and diſappoint- 
: ments. Is the kingdom provided for thee fo 
; mean and inconſiderable, that thou ſhouldſt be 
© caſt down and almoſt ready to quarrel with pro- 


vidence, becauſe thou haſt not ſuch earthly bleſ- 


ſings; as thou could wiſh? Shall an heir of 


immortal glory diſtreſs himſelf with fear of this 
or the other evil, which may. nev never happen, .or- 


may not be ſo grievous as be apprehended ? 


Mayeſt thou not expect ſuch ſupports. from thy 
Father, as ſhall make thy afflictions comforts, 
rather than croſſes; and ſuch improvement in 


© region. by them, as ſhall make thee thankfut 
for them all thy days? Ought I not to be eafy 


without a large ſhare of earthly comforts, when 
I have ſuch glory in reverſion? © Caſt: all thy 


care upon him, for he caretk for thee.” Thou 
canſt not ſay, he doth. not care for thee, when 
he hath provided thee a kingdom. I fhould and 


will, leave him to- judge how far, and in what 


manner, my preſent wants and defires hall be. 
gratiſied. Shall I exceed in. my love to any 
W bleſſings. which 1 enjoy. when I have ſuch. 


c better 
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tion? Hath Gon promiſed me a kingdom, | and 


given me ſuch aſſurance of poſſeſſing it, and ſhall 
« I not willingly' part with whatever he reminds 
and takes. from me? If he 'takes away my ſub- 
« tance; my health, my friends, 1 ſhall not loſe 
my all. My father liveth; my inheritance is ſafe. 
And nothing can ſeparate” me from the love of 
< Chriſt and the blefled and everlaſting effects of 
© it. Shall I not be willing to leave all worldly 
pbleſſings and go to poſſeſs: this kingdom? Tü 
death ftrips me. of my poſſeſſions, my friendz, 
© my body; my earthly all, it will tranſport me to 
my beſt, my eternal inheritance.; to the imme- - 
« diate preſence and enjoyment of my Father and 
© Saviour, and to the ſociety of all my dear bre- 


_ * thren and friends, who are gone before me. 
I am going to his table to pay my homage 
| © to my heavenly Father; to remember and cele- 
| zug lows 66 dy Nate een, wie; hiknk 


* purchaſed this inheritance for me; and to rerivw- 


the dedication of myſelf to his ſervice. And may 


I have that ſpirit of love, hope and joy, which 


ais ſo well ſuited to the nature and _— of that 
5 ordinance. ' = 


Arr A 1 | 
It is ſaid of Hannah, the mother of the prophet 
Samuel, that when Eli had given her aſſurance of 
the divine favour and help, She went away and 
did eat, and her countenance was no more ſad. (1 Sam. 


i. 13.) Methinks this ordinance ſhould have the 


like effect upon us: to clear our countenances of 
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every thing gloomy and anxious, and fill our hearts 
with courage, hope and joy. The righteous ought 
to be bold as a lion, and ſay, The Lord is my 
light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall. I fear? The 
Lord is the ſtrength of my life, of what ſhould I 
be afraid?“ Let us keep a reſolute guard upon our 
hearts, and never give way to a dejected, timorons 
diſpoſition. Let us pray that Gop would take 
from us the ſpirit of fear, and give us the ſpirit 
of love and of a ſound mind. Let us remember 
' Jeſus, our ſhepherd ; and truſt his power and 
grace. Let us follow where he leads; tho” the 
path be moſt gloomy and thorny; and he will 
conduct us to his heavenly kingdom. There. ſhall 
we ſee the dear ſhepherd of our. fouls eye to eye, 
and render him ardent and everlaſting praiſe for 
all the tender care which he hath taken of us, 
and of all the reſt of his little flock. In the 
mean time bleſſed be Gop, for all the words 
of peace and hope, which he ſpeaketh to his fee- 
ble ſervants, and that his precious, promiſes are all 
| ſealed and confirmed to us by the death of Chriſt, 
which we have now been commemorating * l 
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